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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude: “Beach Spring” - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: As we meet together, we begin by remembering the Lekwungen speaking people, on 
whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their 
stewardship of the land and water, the plants and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet together, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent 
years—the community of faith known as Church of the Advent, whose joyful spirit embraces us. 
Now let us greet one another with words and signs of welcome.  
 
Welcome: Good morning and welcome to this service of worship on the Eleventh Sunday after 
Pentecost, coming to you from the Church of The Advent.   My name is Paul Schumacher and I 
am the interim priest-in-charge during the time leading up to the appointment of our next 
incumbent.  Today, I am pleased to share in this service with our readers, prayer leaders, 
videographer, Mike; video editor, Bill; and, with Nell Howard, our music director, and members 
of the parish choir. 
Now, we invite you to come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses and your 
fears.  Come and join us as we offer prayer and praise to our Creator.  For God loves us all and 
all are welcome in this space. 
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day:  Scripture shares with us, “Jesus preached the gospel of the 
kingdom and healed every infirmity among the people.” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP 465 “Here In This Place”    
                                   (© 1982, GIA Publications, Inc)  

  
Here in this place new light is streaming;  

 now is the darkness vanished away. 
 See in this space our fears and our dreamings, 
 brought here to you in the light of this day. 
 Gather us in - the lost and forsaken; 
 gather us in - the blind and the lame; 
 call to us now, and we shall awaken; 
 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
 We are the young – our lives are a mystery;  
 we are the old – who yearn for your face. 
 We have been sung through – out all of history, 
 called to be light to the whole human race. 
 Gather us in – the rich and the haughty; 
 gather us in – the proud and the strong; 
 give us a heart so meek and so lowly; 
 give us the courage to enter the song. 
 
  



Here we will take the wine and the water; 
 here we will take the bread of new birth. 
 Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
 call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
 Give us to drink the wine of compassion; 
 give us to eat the bread that is you;  
 nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
 lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 
 Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
 not in some heaven, light years away, 
 but here in this place the new light is shining; 
 now is the kingdom, now is the day. 
 Gather us in and hold us forever; 
 gather us in and make us your own; 
 gather us in – all peoples together, 
 fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  A Prayer (From the Iona Community) 
 

Please join me in the spirit of this prayer: 

 
Lord of every heart, you are beside us and before us on the way, surprising us with your Holy 
Spirit at every turn on our path.  Yet, like your disciples, we often fail recognize the value of 
every human life. In this morning hour, and in whatever this day may hold, open our eyes to see 
your presence in every one we meet, so that we may celebrate in them your gift of life, in 
everything we do, this day.  For You give us the gift of things unexpected and for that, we are 
blessed.  Amen 
 
We join together in the words of the Collect for today: 
 
Collect of the Day:  Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and sent into our hearts 
the Spirit of your Son.  Give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, that all people 
may know the glorious liberty of the children of God; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 



THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Our service continues with the Story of our Faith Proclaimed. We begin with the Chat at The 
Chancel. 
 
Chat @ the Chancel: 
  
Song: “Like A Rock”   
              (Keri K Wehlander & Linnea Good © 1999 Borealis Music) 

 
Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet.  
Like the starry night sky God is over our head.  
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.  
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is in God evermore. 
 
Psalm: 133 (BAS Pg.  890)                                                                                              Dayle Robertson 
 
Oh, how good and pleasant it is, when brethren live together in unity!  
It is like fine oil upon the head that runs down upon the beard,  
Upon the beard of Aaron, and runs down upon the collar of his robe.  
It is like the dew of Hermon that falls upon the hills of Zion.  
For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: life for evermore. 
 
Second Reading:  Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32                                                                  Dayle Robertson  
 
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 
Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he 
foreknew. Do you not know what the scripture says of Elijah, for the gifts and the calling of God 
are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy 
because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy 
shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so 
that he may be merciful to all. 
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day:  CP 612 “Healer of Our Every Ill”  
                                       (By Shirley Erena Murray; 1962 Hope Publishing Company, ©1978 Lutheran Book of Worship)  

 
Refrain:  Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow, 
                Give us peace beyond our fear, 
    And hope beyond our sorrow. 
 
 You who know our fear and sadness,  
 grace us with your peace and gladness. 
 Spirit of all comfort: fill our hearts.  (Refrain) 
 
 In the pain and joy beholding  
 how your grace is still unfolding, 
 give us all your vision: God of love.   (Refrain) 
 
 Give us strength to love each other, 
 every sister, every brother,  
 Spirit of all kindness: be our guide.    (Refrain) 
 
 You who now each thought and feeling, 
 teach us all your way of healing. 
 Spirit of compassion: fill each heart.   (Refrain) 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 15:21-28                                                                                                    Lydia French 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite 
woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of 
David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ He 
answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ But she came and knelt 
before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
masters’ table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as 
you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 



Sermon:                                                                                                              Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
Affirmation of Faith:  Let us declare our faith in God, as we say: 
 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD    

 

The woman from the region of Tyre and Sidon, pressed upon Jesus her need to be heard. With 

expectant faith, let us place before God our petitions for the world, saying: Lord, hear our 

prayer. 

 

For our world, in need of healing, in search of a saviour, yet far from Jesus, let us call upon the 

Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For all churches and their leaders, at times constrained by institutional concerns and blind to 

the varied manifestations of faith, we pray for the Anglican Church of South America and The 

Most Rev’d Gregory James Venables - Presiding Bishop of the Anglican Church of South America 

& Bishop of Argentina. We pray for The Two Saints Ministry and Adela Torchia. We pray for 

Diocese of Caledonia and Bishop David Lehmann and here closer to home we pray for St. 

Michaels and All Angels in Royal Oak. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those who are troubled in mind and body and for those who must watch them suffer, let us 

pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those whose faith is impelling them to think beyond the limits of society and the constraints 

of cultural norms, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those who are in need of your grace and healing, especially Ethan, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Kian, 

Alice, Maureen and Melissa, and we prayer for those we remember in the quiet of our own 

hearts.  Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 



For those whose faith is known to God alone. For those who have died, remembering 

especially…Joan Titus of this parish. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Infinite God, we have no claim to your mercy; yet it is your mercy we so desperately need.  Turn 

your ear toward our requests and grant us your healing touch.  We ask this with faith in the 

name of Jesus, who is saviour of the world and one with you and the Holy Spirit, On God now 

and forever.  Amen. 

Confession and Absolution: It is in our confession where we realize our desire for God and our 
hope for God’s mercy. It is in admitting the truth of our lives that we take the first step toward 
wholeness and healing. So let us pray our confession together: 
 
Holy God, hear our prayer: 
For the mending of our hearts, torn apart by our unkindness; 
For the healing of our souls, wasting away from the despair around us; 
For the forgiveness we seek for the sin we have allowed to persist; 
For the reconciliation of the world, whose division condemns us; 
We pray for the courage to admit our fault, 
The strength to amend our actions, 
And the hope that your grace awaits us. 
Through Christ we pray. Amen. 
 
May Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



Blessing: 
  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God The Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you this day and 
forever more.  Amen 
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD 

 
Commissioning Hymn:   CP 244 “We Walk By Faith”  
                                                    (Henry Alford and Marty Haugen 1984 © – G.I.A. Publications, Inc.) 

 
We walk by faith, and not by sight;  
no gracious words we hear from him who spoke as none’er spoke; 
but we believe him near. 
 
We may not touch his hands and side, 
nor follow where he trod; but in his promise we rejoice and cry, 
“My Lord and God!” 
 
Help then O Lord, our unbelief; 
and may our faith abound, to call on you when you are near, 
and seek where you are found: 
 
That, when our life of faith is done,  
in realms of clearer light, we may behold you as you are, 
with full and endless sight. 
 
Commissioning:  
 
Through the stresses of daily living,  
we go forth with God.  
Through our struggles of too small a faith,  
we go forth with God. 
Through the waves of uncertainty in these times of turmoil and pandemic,  
we go forth with God.  
In all that we do, you Lord, are there to lift us up. Lord God, lead us home. 
We go forth with God on our right hand and on our left, to share the gift of salvation with all 
Creation.  Amen. 
 
 



TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Scottish Episcopal Church. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, & Paul, our Interim Priest. 

The Two Saints Ministry & the Diocese of Caledonia. 
 In the Selkirk Region for St. Michael & All Angels (Royal Oak). 

  
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Today, we remember Ethan, Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Kian, Alice, Carol Ann, Joan, Maureen, 

Melissa. 
The family of Joan Titus. May she rest in peace and rise in glory. 

We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.  
 


