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11th Sunday after Pentecost  
 August 16, 2020 
 10 am Service  
 

 

Priest: The Reverend Sharon Smith  
Music Director: Siiri Rebane 
Administration: Natasha Stegemann  
Wardens: Robb Watt, Gordon Lee,  
Heather Peacock  
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St. Catherine’s Church Mission 

 
A contemporary community of Christian seekers that 
welcomes others to join our journey.  
 
We provide a place of spiritual growth through Christ and we 
respond with gratitude for God's abundance in our lives 
through service to our brothers and sisters in the world. 
 

 
 

Our Vision at St. Catherine's is to: 
 

 
• Be an inclusive and thriving community of faith for all 

generations 
• Continually invite others to join us in our journey of 

faith and Christian discipleship 
• Honour the strengthening of relationships and 

development of community, both within our walls and 
outside them 

• Minister to those in need in Christ's name 
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As you enter the church, a marshal can assist you to light a votive 
candle to remember a person or situation that you carry on your 

heart. No other candles may be lit during or after the service. 
 
 

Welcome & safety instructions: Rev. Sharon 
 

Confession and Absolution:   
 

Presider:      Have mercy upon us, O God;  
 

All:  In your compassion, forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things done and 
left undone; and so uphold us by your 
Spirit that we may live and serve you  
in newness of life, through Jesus the 
Christ. Amen. 

 

Priest:  God, grant us the blessing of your gracious 
presence, Pardon and deliver us from all that 
enslaves us uphold and strengthen us in all 
goodness, and enable us to live consciously  

  in the deep stream of eternal light. Amen 
 

(adapted from the Book of Alternative Service, p. 127) 
 
Opening Hymn: Laudate Dominum (Sung by cantor) 
 

We invite you to remain seated and meditate on the music.  
 

Laudate Dominum, laudate Dominum,  
omnes gentes, alleluia! 
Sing, praise and bless the Lord, sing, praise and bless 
the Lord, Peoples! Nations! Alleluia! 

 

SAINT CATHERINE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

Anglican Church of Canada - Diocese of New Westminster 
 

Situated on the unceded traditional Coast Salish territory 
of the Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations 
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Gathering of the Community: 
 

Presider: We gather on the ancestral lands of the 
Squamish and Tsleil watuth nations.  

People:  From many places we come to pray. 
 

Presider:  The world belongs to the Lord, 
People: The Earth and all its people. 
 

Presider:  How good and lovely it is,  
People:  To live together in unity. 
 

Presider:  Love and faith come together, 
People:  Justice and Peace join hands. 
 

Presider:  If Christ’s followers keep silent, 
People:  These stones would shout aloud. 
 

Presider:  Lord open our lips, 
All:  And our mouths shall proclaim your     

praise! 
   

(Adapted from Iona Wee Worship Book, 5th Edition)  
 
Gloria:    
 

Gloria! Sung by cantor   
 

Said by all:  Glory to God, Source of all being, 
      Eternal Word, and Holy Spirit: as it was 
       in the beginning, is now, and will be  
       forever. Amen.  

 

Gloria! Sung by cantor  
 
The Proclamation of the Word 
 
First Reading: Genesis 45:1-15 (NRSV) 
 

Moved to tears by Judah’s plea on behalf of Benjamin, Joseph 
declares, “I am Joseph!” and asks, “Is my father still alive?” 
Despite the brothers’ evil intent, God used Joseph to preserve 
many lives at a time of famine. 
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[After Judah offered himself in place of his brother 
Benjamin,] Joseph could no longer control himself before all 
those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone 
away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph 
made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly 
that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh 
heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my 
father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so 
dismayed were they at his presence. 
 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And 
they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, 
whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or 
angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God 
sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been 
in the land these two years; and there are five more years in 
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me 
before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to 
keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who 
sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land 
of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 
‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all 
Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in 
the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your 
children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, 
your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you 
there—since there are five more years of famine to come—
so that you and your household, and all that you have, will 
not come to poverty.’ And now your eyes and the eyes of 
my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that 
speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly I am 
honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and 
bring my father down here.”  
 

Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, 
while Benjamin wept upon his neck.  
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And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and 
after that his brothers talked with him. 
 
Reader:  Let us hear what the Spirit is saying. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 133: (paraphrased by Nan Merrill)  
 

Pulpit side: Behold, how good and pleasant it is  
when brothers and sisters dwell in unity.  

Piano side:  It is like vistas seen from atop a mountain one 
has climbed… 

Pulpit side:  Or like the stillness of a sunset after  
 a long day’s work. 
Piano side:  It is like a shimmering rainbow,    
 breaking through a summer rain.  
ALL: When men and women dwell in harmony,  
 the star of truth appears. Amen. 
 
Second Reading: Word by Madeline L’Engle  
 

I, who live by words, am wordless when  
I try my words in prayer.  All language turns  
to silence.  Prayer will take my words and then  
reveal their emptiness.  The stilled voice learns  
to hold its peace, to listen with the heart 
To silence that is joy, is adoration.  
The self is shattered, all words torn apart 
in this strange patterned time, breaks words, breaks me, 
and then, silence, leaves me healed and mended. 
I leave, returned to language, for I see  
through words, even all words are ended.  
I, who live by words, am wordless when  
I turn me to the Word to pray, Amen.  
 
Reader:  Let us hear what the Spirit is saying. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Hymn: This is the Day of New Beginnings   
 

Sung by a cantor. We invite you to remain seated and 
meditate on the music.  
 

This is a day of new beginnings, 
time to remember, and move on, 
time to believe what love is bringing, 
laying to rest the pain that's gone. 
 
For by the life and death of Jesus, 
love's mighty Spirit, now as then, 
can make for us a world of difference 
as faith and hope are born again. 
 
Then let us, with the Spirit's daring, 
step from the past, and leave behind 
our disappointment, guilt and grieving, 
seeking new paths, and sure to find. 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 15: 10-20 
 

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart 
rather than outward religious observances. This teaching is tested 
when a woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches 
him for help. 

Presider:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Presider:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Matthew 
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen 
and understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that 
defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that 
defiles.”  
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Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you 
know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what 
you said?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly 
Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; 
they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person 
guides another, both will fall into a pit.”  
 

But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he 
said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not 
see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, 
and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the 
mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles.  
For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, 
fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 
 
Presider:  The Gospel of Christ. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Gospel Hymn continued. 
Sung by a cantor. We invite you to remain seated and 
meditate on the music.  
 

Christ is alive, and goes before us 
to show and share what love can do. 
This is a day of new beginnings; 
our God is making all things new. 

 
Homily – Rev Sharon Smith  
 

Reflective silence follows 
 

Affirmation of Faith  

Presider:  Moses said,  
All:  Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God,  
 the Lord is one.  
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Presider: And Jesus affirmed:  
All:  Love the Lord your God with all your heart,  
 with all your soul, with all your mind,  
 And with all your strength. 
  This is the first and the great  commandment,  
 the second is like it: 
 Love your neighbor as yourself. 
 There is no commandment greater than these.  
    

 Spirit of God, search our hearts.  
    
 

Prayers of the People  
 

Prayer of the Day (by Rev. Shirley Stockdill)   
 
Presider: Holy God who guides in times of peace and in  
     times of trouble, 
All:        We thank you for listening to our prayers  
    and giving us hope for the future. 
    You promise to comfort and strengthen   
    us when we feel alone and locked away  
    from our family and friends.  
    Comfort those who have lost loved ones  
    and welcome them and all as your beloved. 
  

    In the name of Jesus, the Word of love,  
    who with the Holy Spirit carries and leads  
    us to new life, as we are reunited with our  
    brothers and sisters today and forever. Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Presider: As our Savior taught us, let us pray in the language 
             of our hearts, as we say; 
 

All:        Our Father in heaven,  
              Hallowed by your name. 
              Your kingdom come, Your will be done,  

                        On earth as in heaven.  
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All:      Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
As we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
And deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power 
And the glory are yours, 
Now and forever. Amen.  

 
The Passing of the Peace 
 

Presider:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
 

The members of the community, ministers and people, 
remaining at your seats, greet one another saying or 
gesturing: ‘Peace be with you”. 
 
Blessing and Dismissal: (by Deborah Foster)  
 

Presider:  Lord open our hearts  
All:   that we may awaken to Your wisdom,  
  compassion, and understanding.  
 

Presider:  God grant us your Grace 
All:   that we may have courage to open our  
  hearts and minds to new perspectives.  
  May we see and hear with expanding  
  awareness and healing love. 
 
Presider:  Risen Christ grant us your life growing within  
All:   that we may forgive as you forgave, 
  embrace others and ourselves, 
  as generously as you embrace us  
  and love us into life. Amen 
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Presider:  Go forth: awakening, transforming,   
  engaging as Christ’s incarnate presence in this  
  troubled world.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn: In Christ there is no East or West 
 

Sung by a cantor.  
 

During the Hymn, we invite you to leave from the back of 
the Sanctuary, row by row out the Ridgewood doors, as 
instructed by a marshal. 
 
In Christ there is no east or west,  
In Christ no south or north,  
But one great fellowship of love 
Throughout the whole wide earth.  
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere 
Their high communion find;  
Whose service is the golden cord 
Close binding humankind.  
 
Join hands, disciples in the faith,  
Whate’er your race may be! 
All children of the living God  
Are surely kin to me.  
 
In Christ now meet both east and west,  
In Christ meet south and north,  
In Christ all loving hearts are one 
Throughout the whole wide earth  
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Thank you for ministering this morning: 
 

Marshals:  Marion Porter, Tony Dodd, Paul Clark,  
         Gillian Holland  
Altar Guild:  Bonnie Grundy, Nancy Sunderland 

Art display:  Chosen by Heather Luccock  
Readers:  1 Sharon Fedorak  2. Janet Johnston  
Intercessor:  Hugh Crosthwait  
Singer:  Steve Jackson  
Sound:  Susanna Valente  
Livestream:  Gordon Lee, Anna Boltenko  
 

Cycles of Prayer: 
 

In our prayers this morning we pray for the Anglican 
Church of Canada, Linda our Primate and our brothers and 
sisters in Christ from the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and 
especially for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. We pray for the 
Bishop Geoff Woodcroft, the clergy and people of the 
Diocese of Rupert’s Land ELCIC. We pray for the 
congregations of the West Central Area of the Synod of 
Alberta and the Territories. 
 

We pray for our companion diocese The Episcopal Diocese of 
Northern Philippines, The Right Reverend Brent Alawas, Bishop, 
and for our companion cluster parish of St. Catherine of Siena in 
Cervantes and St. Stephen in Bunga, Tadian and the rector Fr. 
Jerry Sagayo.  
 

In our prayer link with the Episcopal parish of Christ Church 
Nazareth in the Galilee, we remember the Reverend Nael Abu 
Rahmoun, and all Christians, Jews, and Muslims, in the Holy Land.  
 

In our diocese we pray for Archbishop Melissa, our bishop and 
metropolitan, St. Aidan & St. Bartholomew, Gibsons – The 
Reverend Brian Heinrich. The Anglican Church Women, Diocese of 
New Westminster – Gail Revitt (Chair).  
 

 
 

 


