
Week 5:
Commandment Four
Wednesday, August 5th



What is a 
Paradox?

Merriam Webster defines 
paradox as a statement that is 

seemingly contradictory or 
opposed to common sense and 

yet is perhaps true.



Jesus 
is calling us 

to live a 
paradoxical 

life.



Each 
commandment begins 
with a statement 
of adversity.

Each statement 
of adversity is 
followed by a 
positive commandment.



The First 
Paradoxical 

Commandment



The Second 
Paradoxical 

Commandment



The Third 
Paradoxical 

Commandment



The Fourth 
Paradoxical 

Commandment



When we do good,
we will remember, 

and God will 
remember. 

But everyone else 
is likely to forget. 

That shouldn’t 
stop us from 
doing good. 



The story of the 
Exodus is a 

dramatic 
demonstration 
of God’s power 
and love for the 

Israelites. 



With dramatic help 
from God, Moses 
led the Israelites 
out of Egypt and 

out of slavery. 





By day the LORD went ahead of 
them in a pillar of cloud to guide 
them on their way and by night 

in a pillar of fire to give them 
light, so that they could travel by 

day or night.

Exodus 13:21(NIV)



Moses is recognized 
in the Bible for how 
he led the people of 

God…



Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like 
Moses, whom the LORD knew face to 

face, who did all those signs and 
wonders the LORD sent him to do in Egypt—
to Pharaoh and to all his officials and to his 
whole land. For no one has ever shown the 
mighty power or performed the awesome 

deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.

Deuteronomy 34:10-12 (NIV)



Moses is recognized in 
the Bible for how he led 

the people of God…
but those same people 
often forgot about the 
good he had done for 

them.



As Pharaoh approached, the 
Israelites looked up, and 

there were the Egyptians, 
marching after them. They 
were terrified and cried out 

to the LORD.
Exodus 14:10-31(NIV)



They said to Moses, “Was it because there 
were no graves in Egypt that you brought us 
to the desert to die? What have you done to 
us by bringing us out of Egypt? Didn’t we say 
to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve 

the Egyptians’? It would have been better for 
us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 

desert!”



Moses answered the people, “Do not 
be afraid. Stand firm and you will 

see the deliverance the LORD will bring 
you today. The Egyptians you see 

today you will never 
see again. The LORD will fight for you; 

you need only to be still.”



Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why 
are you crying out to me? Tell the 
Israelites to move on. Raise your 

staff and stretch out your hand over 
the sea to divide the water so that 
the Israelites can go through the 

sea on dry ground.



I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians 
so that they will go in after them. And I 
will gain glory through Pharaoh and all 
his army, through his chariots and his 
horsemen. The Egyptians will know 
that I am the LORD when I gain glory 

through Pharaoh, his chariots and his 
horsemen.”



Then the angel of God, who had been 
traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew 

and went behind them. The pillar of 
cloud also moved from in front and stood 

behind them, coming between the armies of 
Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the 
cloud brought darkness to the one side and 
light to the other side; so neither went near 

the other all night long.



Then Moses stretched out his hand over 
the sea, and all that night 

the LORD drove the sea back with a 
strong east wind and turned it into dry 
land. The waters were divided, and the 
Israelites went through the sea on dry 
ground, with a wall of water on their 

right and on their left.



The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s 
horses and chariots and horsemen followed 

them into the sea. During the last watch of the 
night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire 
and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into 

confusion. He jammed the wheels of their 
chariots so that they had difficulty driving. And 

the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the 
Israelites! The LORD is fighting for them against 

Egypt.”



Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand 
over the sea so that the waters may flow back over 

the Egyptians and their chariots and 
horsemen.” Moses stretched out his hand over the 

sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its 
place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and 

the LORD swept them into the sea. The water flowed 
back and covered the chariots and horsemen—the 

entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the 
Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived.



But the Israelites went through the sea on dry 
ground, with a wall of water on their right and 

on their left. That day the LORD saved Israel from 
the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the 

Egyptians lying dead on the shore. And when the 
Israelites saw the mighty hand of 

the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the 
people feared the LORD and put their trust in him 

and in Moses his servant.



At the end of 
Exodus 14, the 
people fear the 
Lord and trust 

Moses. 
Chapter 15 

begins with a 
song of praise.

But 3 days 
later…



Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and 
they went into the Desert of Shur. For 
three days they traveled in the desert 

without finding water. When they came to 
Marah, they could not drink its water 
because it was bitter. (That is why the 
place is called Marah.) So the people 

grumbled against Moses, saying, “What are 
we to drink?”

Exodus 15:22-24(NIV)



Then Moses cried out to 
the LORD, and 

the LORD showed him a piece 
of wood. He threw it into the 
water, and the water became 

fit to drink.



The whole Israelite community set out 
from Elim and came to the Desert of 
Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, 

on the fifteenth day of the second 
month after they had come out of 

Egypt. In the desert the whole 
community grumbled against Moses 

and Aaron.
Exodus 16:1-3(NIV)



The Israelites said to them, “If only 
we had died by the LORD’s hand in 

Egypt! There we sat around pots of 
meat and ate all the food we 

wanted, but you have brought us 
out into this desert to starve this 

entire assembly to death.”



Consider how Moses 
must have felt as he 
tried to lead people 

God called him to lead, 
but no matter what he 

did for them, their 
response would be 

grumbling and 
complaining.



The whole Israelite community set 
out from the Desert of 

Sin, traveling from place to place as 
the LORD commanded. They 

camped at Rephidim, but there 
was no water for the people to 

drink.

Exodus 17:1-4(NIV)



So they quarreled with Moses 
and said, “Give us water to 

drink.”
Moses replied, “Why do you 

quarrel with me? Why do you 
put the LORD to the test?”



But the people were thirsty for 
water there, and they 

grumbled against Moses. They said, 
“Why did you bring us up out of 

Egypt to make us and our children 
and livestock die of thirst?”



Then Moses cried out to 
the LORD, “What am I to do 

with these people? They 
are almost ready to 

stone me.”



The Lord told Moses 
to go up to the 

mountain and stay 
there, and he would 
give Moses tablets 
of stone on which 
were written the 
Lord’s laws and 

commands.



You shall have 
no other gods 

before me.

What is the 1st

Commandment?



When the people saw that Moses was 
so long in coming down from the 
mountain, they gathered around 
Aaron and said, “Come, make us 

gods who will go before us. As for this 
fellow Moses who brought us up out 

of Egypt, we don’t know what has 
happened to him.”
Exodus 32:1-4(NIV)



Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold 
earrings that your wives, your sons and your 

daughters are wearing, and bring them to 
me.” So all the people took off their earrings and 

brought them to Aaron. He took what they 
handed him and made it into an idol cast in the 
shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then 
they said, “These are your gods, Israel, who 

brought you up out of Egypt.”



Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because 
your people, whom you brought up out of 

Egypt, have become corrupt. They have been 
quick to turn away from what I commanded 

them and have made themselves an idol cast in 
the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it 

and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your 
gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’

Exodus 32:7-14(NIV)



“I have seen these people,” 
the LORD said to Moses, “and they 

are a stiff-necked people. Now 
leave me alone so that my anger 
may burn against them and that I 

may destroy them. Then I will 
make you into a great nation.”



But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. 
“LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn 

against your people, whom you brought out of 
Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? Why 
should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent 

that he brought them out, to kill them in the 
mountains and to wipe them off the face of the 
earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and 

do not bring disaster on your people.



Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and 
Israel, to whom you swore by your own 

self: ‘I will make your descendants as 
numerous as the stars in the sky and I will 

give your descendants all this land I 
promised them, and it will be their 

inheritance forever.’” Then 
the LORD relented and did not bring on his 

people the disaster he had threatened.



When Moses approached the camp 
and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger 
burned and he threw the tablets out of his 
hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot 
of the mountain. And he took the calf the 

people had made and burned it in the fire; 
then he ground it to powder,

scattered it on the water and made the 
Israelites drink it.

Exodus 32:19-20(NIV)



Moses saw that the people were 
running wild and that Aaron had let 

them get out of control and so 
become a laughingstock to their 

enemies. So he stood at the entrance 
to the camp and said, “Whoever is for 

the LORD, come to me.” And all the 
Levites rallied to him.

Exodus 32:25(NIV)



The next day Moses said to 
the people, “You have 

committed a great sin. But 
now I will go up to the LORD; 

perhaps I can make 
atonement for your sin.”

Exodus 32:30-35(NIV)



So Moses went back to the LORD and 
said, “Oh, what a great sin these 

people have committed! They have 
made themselves gods of 

gold. 32 But now, please forgive their 
sin—but if not, then blot me out of 

the book you have written.”



The LORD replied to Moses, “Whoever 
has sinned against me I will blot out of 
my book. Now go, lead the people to 

the place I spoke of, and my angel will 
go before you. However, when the time 

comes for me to punish, I will punish 
them for their sin.”



And the LORD struck the 
people with a plague 
because of what they 

did with the calf Aaron 
had made.



At each step in their 
liberation, the Israelites 

were grateful for the 
miracles of the Lord 
and the leadership of 
Moses. But then they 

forgot.



The same 
thing 

happened 
to Jesus. 



A week after his 
triumphal 

entrance into 
Jerusalem, the 

crowd shouted to 
crucify him. 



If people can easily 
forget the good that 
God does for them, 
why should we be 
surprised if people 
forget the good that 

we do? 



Who we are and 
how we live are 
more important 

than who 
remembers what 

we did. 



It does not matter 
if the good we do 

is known or 
remembered 

by others. 
What matters is that 
we are children of 
God and disciples 

of Christ.



What matters is that 
we do good, not for 

our own glory or 
prestige, but 

because that is who 
we are—people who 

serve God and do 
good.



In doing good, 
we fulfill God’s 
purpose and 

find new 
meaning in 
our lives. 



For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ 

Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared 

in advance for us to do.
Ephesians 2:10 (NIV)



The Fourth 
Paradoxical 

Commandment





Next Week:
The Fifth 

Paradoxical 
Commandment


