Morning Worship
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 23, 2020
The Gathering of the Community
Preludes ~Friese, Zollner, Rinck
Words of Welcome and Land Acknowledgement
Dear friends, we gather this morning on the traditional unceded territory of
the Algonquin Nation.
May we dwell on this land with respect and peace.
Opening Hymn 393 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” v. 1 & 4
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes;
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.
Great Source of all glory and wisdom and light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render: O help us to see
’tis only the splendour of light hideth thee.
Scripture Sentence
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. (Matthew 16.16)
Versicles and Responses (p. 47 BAS)
Lord, open our lips,
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia!
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Antiphon
The Lord is our refuge and strength: O come, let us worship
Venite (Common Praise 748)
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great king above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his and he made it, *
and his hands have moulded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our maker.
For he is the Lord our God, *
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.
Oh, that today *
you would hearken to his voice!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, *
and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, *
and will be forever. Amen.
The Proclamation of the Word
First Reading
A reading from the book of Exodus
Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his
people, "Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful
than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in
the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the
land." Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced
labour. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the
more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the
Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in
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imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard service
in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labour. They were ruthless in all
the tasks that they imposed on them.
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named
Shiphrah and the other Puah, "When you act as midwives to the Hebrew
women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl,
she shall live." But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of
Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt
summoned the midwives and said to them, "Why have you done this, and
allowed the boys to live?" The midwives said to Pharaoh, "Because the
Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and
give birth before the midwife comes to them." So God dealt well with the
midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. And
because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh
commanded all his people, "Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall
throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live."
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The
woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine
baby, she hid him three months. When she could hide him no longer she got
a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put
the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His
sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. The daughter
of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked
beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to
bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took
pity on him, "This must be one of the Hebrews' children," she said. Then his
sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and get you a nurse from the
Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?" Pharaoh's daughter said to her,
"Yes." So the girl went and called the child's mother. Pharaoh's daughter said
to her, "Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages." So
the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she
brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and she took him as her son. She
named him Moses, "because," she said, "I drew him out of the water."
(1.8-2.10)
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church
Thanks be to God
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Psalm 124

Gordon Johnston

If the Lord had not been on our side, let Israel now say;
if the Lord had not been on our side, when enemies rose up against us;
then would they have swallowed us up alive
in their fierce anger toward us; Refrain
Then would the waters have overwhelmed us and the torrent gone over us;
then would the raging waters have gone right over us.
Blessed be the Lord!
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. Refrain
We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler;
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth. Refrain
Epistle
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which
is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is
the will of God - what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the
grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement,
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in
one body we have many members, and not all the members have the
same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation;
the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness. (12.1-8)
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church
Thanks be to God
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Gradual Hymn 487 “Where Charity and Love Prevail” v. 1, 2 & 3
Where charity and love prevail,
there God is ever found;
brought here together by Christ’s love,
by love are we thus bound.
With grateful joy and holy fear
his charity we learn;
let us with heart and mind and strength
now love him in return.
Forgive we now each other’s faults
as we our faults confess;
and let us love each other well
in Christian holiness.
Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" And they said, "Some
say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets." He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter
answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." And Jesus
answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." Then he sternly ordered the
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. (16.13-20)
The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Sermon
Anthem “Prayer of St Richard of Chichester” ~White
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Affirmation of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed (p. 52 BAS)
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Intercessions and Thanksgivings
Intercessions (Litany # 6 pg. 115 BAS)
(As we stand in God’s presence, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have
mercy.”)
For the whole People of God, that each one may be a true and faithful
servant of Christ, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those drawing near to the light of faith, that the Lord will bring them to
true knowledge of himself, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For our families and friends, that the Lord will give them joy and satisfaction
in all that they do, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who are lonely, sick, hungry, persecuted, or ignored, that the Lord
will comfort and sustain them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our country, that the Lord will help us to contribute to its true growth and
well-being, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the whole human family, that we may live together in justice and peace,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Collect of the Day
Almighty God,
we are taught by your word
that all our doings without love are worth nothing.
Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts
that most excellent gift of love,
the true bond of peace and of all virtue;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory.
For ever and ever. Amen.
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Blessing and Dismissal
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.
Closing Hymn 524 “O Christ, the Great Foundation” v. 1 & 4
O Christ, the great foundation on which your people stand
to preach your true salvation in every age and land:
pour out your Holy Spirit to make us strong and pure,
to keep the faith unbroken as long as worlds endure.
This is the moment glorious when he, who once was dead,
shall lead his church victorious, their champion and their head.
The Lord of all creation his heavenly kingdom brings:
the final consummation, the glory of all things.
Postlude ~Vierling
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