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PARENTING & PROVERBS 
Who Do Your Children Admire? 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Imagine walking into a conversation between a father and a son.  You have missed the whole gist of 
their chat but you hear the dad say to the boy, “Don’t envy those kinds of people.”  Now there is 
probably an interesting back story to that statement.  And you wonder what they’ve been talking about. 
 
Three times in the Book of Proverbs we come across this kind of statement.  Notice: 
 
1. Proverbs 3:31 (ESV), “Do not envy a man of violence and do not choose any of his ways.” 
 
2. Proverbs 23:17 (ESV), “Let not your heart envy sinners, but continue in the fear of the LORD all the 
day.” 
 
3. Proverbs 24:1 (ESV), “Be not envious of evil men, nor desire to be with them.”  
 

EXPOSITION 
 
What does it mean to “envy”?   To envy means to “desire to have a quality, possession, or other 
characteristic belonging to (someone else).” Interestingly, in the Hebrew language “’envy’ and ‘zeal’ are 
both derived from the same word (qanah) for an intense feeling of love and desire.”1   Envying is the 
twin sister to coveting and coveting is listed as one of the Ten Commandments. The dictionary meaning 
of the word "covet" is: 1.) to want ardently something that another has; long for with envy. The Hebrew 
word for "covet" in this verse means basically, "to delight in, to hold something as greatly beloved, as a 
delectable thing, to covet and lust, to greatly desire." 
 
The principle is truly clear: you start to emulate (to be like) those you admire.  In this case it is looking 
with respect and admiration on evil or wicked men.  Now we need to understand how Hebrew wisdom 
literature uses the word evil or wicked.  A wicked person is not one that just got out of jail or is wanted 
by the police.  Turn with me to Psalm 1. 
 
The wicked in Psalm 1 are those who have no respect, no desire for God’s Word.  They live like unbridled 
horses, doing what they want, when they want and where they want.   Dr. Woodrow Kroll (past speaker 
on Back to the Bible and co-author of the KJV Bible Commentary hits the nail on the head: “The 
glamorous lives of the worldly often arouse great envy in young and old alike.”2    
 

 
1 Koptak, P. E. (2003). Proverbs (p. 548). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
2 Hindson, E. E., & Kroll, W. M. (Eds.). (1994). KJV Bible Commentary (p. 1241). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nivac20pr?ref=Bible.Pr23.15-18&off=739&ctx=th+improved+vision.+~%E2%80%9CEnvy%E2%80%9D+and+%E2%80%9Czeal%E2%80%9D+ar
https://ref.ly/logosres/kjvcomm?ref=Bible.Pr24.1-2&off=42&ctx=vious+against+evil.+~The+glamorous+lives+
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I don’ think that I have to add a lot of evidence to suggest that our television, movies, advertising and 
print media all tend to present to us the unrivaled, unbridled and glitzy lives that the world offers us.  
There’s only one problem and the psalmist Asaph recognized that problem.  Turn with me to Psalm 73. 
 
Verse 3 states his problem: “For I was envious of the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.” 
(Psalm 73:3, ESV).  He goes on to note that they seem prosperous, healthy, and happy.  As we described 
the wicked, they deny God and “set their mouths against the heavens, and their tongue struts through 
the earth.”3  The pragmatic conclusion is obvious: live your life to the full doing what you want, ignore 
God and you’ll have a happy, healthy life.  As Kroll said, “The glamorous life is attractive.” 
 
The excitement and glitter of this world can make saints doubt the life of self-denial to which they are 
called.  The prosperity of the ungodly can arouse discontent in Christians in the goodness and 
providence of God.  Men can envy the sexually free life of womanizers.  Wives can envy the free lifestyle 
of the rich and famous.  Children envy the toys, gadgets, games and “no-rules-households” of others.  
Women can envy the attention immodest women can get.  Men can envy the free Sunday activity of 
Christ-rejecters and church rejecters.  And the list goes on. 
 
Thankfully, Asaph doesn’t stop there.  Let’s read verses 16-17: “But when I thought how to understand 
this, it seemed to me a wearisome task, until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I discerned their 
end.” (Psalm 73:16–17, ESV).  Indeed, he goes on to write, “Truly you set them in slippery places; you 
make them fall to ruin. How they are destroyed in a moment, swept away utterly by terrors!” (Psalm 
73:18–19, ESV). 
 
Randy Alcorn wrote, “For Christians, this present life is the closest they will come to Hell. For 
unbelievers, it is the closest they will come to Heaven.” 
  

APPLICATION 
 
I have called this series Parenting Proverbs.  Proverbs is indeed the advice of a father to his son and by 
extension its parenting advice.  The question that these verses raise is, “How can we teach and lead our 
children so that don’t get caught up and enamoured by the glamorous lives of the ungodly?”   The 
answer is given to us in these verses. “Let not your heart envy sinners, but continue in the fear of the 
Lord all the day.” (Proverbs 23:17, ESV)  
 
In this Proverbial literature a heart that envies sinners is contrasted with a heart that “continue in uthe 
fear of the Lord all the day.”4 The fear of the Lord is that honor, respect, admiration and delighting in 
God.  So this begs a deeper question, “How do we teach our children the fear of the Lord?”  “How do we 
teach them to honor, respect, admire and delight in God?”   Let me leave you with 3 practical things to 
consider (there would be certainly more): 

 
3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ps 73:9). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
u [ch. 28:14] 
4 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Pr 23:17). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ps73.9&off=9&ctx=pression.+%0a+9%C2%A0+They+~set+their+mouths+aga
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Pr23.17&off=47&ctx=nvy%E2%80%A2%E2%80%A2+sinners%2c+%0abut+~continue+in+u%EF%BB%BFthe+fe
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#1. Boast in Christ Often 
 
Notice Psalm 145:6–7 (ESV), “6 They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, and I will declare 
your greatness. 7 They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness and shall sing aloud of your 
righteousness.”   Take every opportunity to magnify Christ in your home.  Speak often of His greatness.  
The glory of Christ makes all other lights appear dim.  This is what it means to glorify God.  Whatever 
you do, whether you eat or drink make present God as glorious.  Speak often of His greatness.   
 
#2.  Tell Your Children Your Stories 
 

Deuteronomy 4:9 (ESV), “9 “Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the 
things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. 
Make them known to your children and your children’s children— .”  Constantly share your past 
and present experiences with God.   The things you have experienced; the things your eyes have seen, 
tell them to your children and grandchildren.  I think of the incredible stories my father and mother have 
shared with me.  I think of my own wife who has told my children of her conversion.  If we asked your 
children, “What were the events leading up to your Mom’s or Dad’s conversion and faith in Christ?”  
What would they say? 
 
#3.  Tell Your Children Bible Stories 
 
Deuteronomy 4:10 (ESV), “10 how on the day that you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, the 
LORD said to me, ‘Gather the people to me, that I may let them hear my words, so that they may learn to 
fear me all the days that they live on the earth, and that they may teach their children so.’” 

 
I fear that the Bible is a dusty book in our homes.  The fondest picture I have of my father was him 
sitting in his Lazy Boy chair in the evenings just reading the Scriptures.  When was the last time your 
children just saw you sitting and reading the Bible?  When was the last time you just sat and read your 
child a story from God’s Word?   
 
One SS teacher I know (not in this church) noted that children don’t know the stories of the Bible 
anymore.  Children are quite familiar with a talking cucumber but know nothing of a talking snake or 
talking donkey.  Children know about the Cat in the Hat, but not the Christ in the Wilderness.    
 

CONCLUSION 
 
We had the privilege of having a couple and their children in our church for several years.  One evening 
after a Bible study, Mel said to me, “Marlene and I decided never to let our little children do things that 
we would have to stop them doing when they were older.”  I’ve never forgotten the principle.  Now he 
was applying it to the modesty of his little girls.  But it is applicable in many other ways.  It’s very difficult 
to let little children feed on worldly books, magazines and TV shows; while playing violent, aggressive 
video games – and then suddenly when they’re 12 wonder why they don’t enjoy the Bible stories and 
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stories of men and women of faith.   They’ve eaten junk food for years and have no appetite for what is 
healthy. 
 
Three times in Proverbs we are taught, “Do not be envious (do not admire, do not seek to emulate,) evil 
men.”   I wonder what TV shows, video games, books and activities would go if we really took that 
command seriously? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


