
Water, who cares about water?  When it runs into our basements during spring flooding, when 
we hear of another boil water advisory, when we see pictures on the nightly news of islands 
being demolished by the violent hurricanes, we care about water. Believing access to clean 
water is an essential human right, yet learning such access is increasingly compromised by 
droughts, pollution, rising tides, and flooding might make us care. When we consider that these 
effects of climate change are being most strongly felt by the very people the Gospel urges us to 
care for - the marginalized and the vulnerable, that might do it. We are told the demand for 
water is expected to increase 55 percent by 2030 while at the same time global resources may 
only meet 60% of demand. Whatever the reason more and more people are becoming 
increasingly concerned about water, that precious gift from God which gives us life. 
 
In order to raise awareness of issues around water today, the green group held an event in April 
which focused on the Trinity Institute Water Justice conference held in New York, in March. One 
outcome of that event was a petition asking the Legislative Assembly of Ontario to ensure that 
free access to clean water remains a guaranteed public good for all citizens of this province. 
Privatization of water is another very good reason to care about water. In early September 
members of the green group presented the petition to M.P.P. Sophie Kiwala. We discovered 
that she is a member of the Great Lakes Legislative Caucus. She would like to explore ways for 
us to work together. We plan to meet with her again before the end of the year and hope to 
include representatives from other groups interested in water issues. 
 
We invite everyone to care about water, to learn more about water issues, get involved at the 
community level, donate to a charity that is focusing its efforts on water related issues. Pray for 
water, give thanks for water and turn that prayer into action by doing what you can to conserve 
water and to protect water in your neighbourhood and around the world. We would love to hear 
what you are doing to care for water. Share your stories with us at 
greengroup@ontario.anglican.ca. Thank you. 
 
Paula Walker, member of the Diocese of Ontario green group and St. Philip’s, Milford 
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