
Get Joy, Give Joy – Esther Sermon 3 

 
             _______________________________________________________________________ 

Soul Food Day 1 

 
Scripture 
Esther 4:5- 17 (NIV) 
 
5 Then Esther called Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs whom he had appointed to attend her, and she 

gave him a command concerning Mordecai, to learn what and why this was. 6 So Hathach went out to 

Mordecai in the city square that was in front of the king’s gate. 7 And Mordecai told him all that had 

happened to him, and the sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into the king’s treasuries to 

destroy the Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of the written decree for their destruction, which was given 

at [b]Shushan, that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her, and that he might command her to go 

in to the king to make supplication to him and plead before him for her people. 9 So Hathach returned and 

told Esther the words of Mordecai. 

10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach, and gave him a command for Mordecai: 11 “All the king’s servants and 

the people of the king’s provinces know that any man or woman who goes into the inner court to the king, 

who has not been called, he has but one law: put all to death, except the one to whom the king holds out 

the golden scepter, that he may live. Yet I myself have not been called to go in to the king these thirty 

days.” 12 So they told Mordecai Esther’s words. 

13 And Mordecai told them to answer Esther: “Do not think in your heart that you will escape in the king’s 

palace any more than all the other Jews. 14 For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and 

deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. Yet 

who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 

15 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather all the Jews who are present in Shushan, and 

fast for me; neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will fast likewise. And so I 

will go to the king, which is against the law; and if I perish, I perish!” 

17 So Mordecai went his way and did according to all that Esther commanded him. 

 

Brave Queen Esther 

While Israel was living under a foreign, shallow king, God raised up a courageous and competent queen. 

Esther’s story has a sort of fairytale, rags-to-riches beginning. She’s a poor orphan who goes to live in the 

palace and eventually becomes a queen. But the romantic facade of this story hides a nightmarish reality. 

Esther is taken to the palace and subjected to a cruel process. She is more a trafficked slave than an 

eager contestant in a beauty pageant. She is made into the trophy wife of a foolish king. She is, initially, 

silent and subservient to this process. Is this what is in store for God’s people—going along silently with 

the ways of a sinful world? 

 

But when evil rears its head and Esther learns about it, she finds her voice. A plot to kill all the Jews in the 

kingdom comes to light, and Esther, a Jew, rises to the occasion. She courageously goes to the king 

even though it could cost her life. And she cleverly orchestrates a turn of events that saves the lives of 

many of God’s people. The Lord God is the true King. He has been raising Esther to her position “for such 

a time as this.” In the Bible’s many stories of kings, the story of this queen stands out.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=esther+4&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-12771b


She risks everything for the sake of her people. And in doing that, she foreshadows the loving 

kingship and sacrifice of Christ. 

 
Application 

1. What did you hear? What did the Holy Spirit say to you? 
2. What do you think and how do you feel about what the Holy Spirit said? How do you feel 

comforted, convicted and challenged? 
3. What does the Holy Spirit want you to do now? 

Now talk to Jesus. 

Adapted from: https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/brave-queen-esther 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Soul Food Day 2 

Scripture: 
Isaiah 37:14-32 (NIV) 
 
14 And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went up 

to the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord. 15 Then Hezekiah prayed to the Lord, 

saying: 16 “O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, the One who dwells between the cherubim, You are God, 

You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth. 17 Incline Your ear, O Lord, 

and hear; open Your eyes, O Lord, and see; and hear all the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to 

reproach the living God. 18 Truly, Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations and 

their lands, 19 and have cast their gods into the fire; for they were not gods, but the work of men’s hands—

wood and stone. Therefore they destroyed them. 20 Now therefore, O Lord our God, save us from his 

hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that You are the Lord, You alone.” 

 

The Word of the Lord Concerning Sennacherib 
21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, “Thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘Because you 

have prayed to Me against Sennacherib king of Assyria, 22 this is the word which the Lord has spoken 

concerning him: 

 

“The virgin, the daughter of Zion, 

Has despised you, laughed you to scorn; 

The daughter of Jerusalem 

Has shaken her head behind your back! 
23 “Whom have you reproached and blasphemed? 

Against whom have you raised your voice, 

And lifted up your eyes on high? 

Against the Holy One of Israel. 
24 By your servants you have reproached the Lord, 

And said, ‘By the multitude of my chariots 

I have come up to the height of the mountains, 

To the limits of Lebanon; 

I will cut down its tall cedars 

And its choice cypress trees; 

I will enter its farthest height, 

To its fruitful forest. 

https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/brave-queen-esther


25 I have dug and drunk water, 

And with the soles of my feet I have dried up 

All the brooks of defense.’ 
26 “Did you not hear long ago 

How I made it, 

From ancient times that I formed it? 

Now I have brought it to pass, 

That you should be 

For crushing fortified cities into heaps of ruins. 
27 Therefore their inhabitants had little power; 

They were dismayed and confounded; 

They were as the grass of the field 

And the green herb, 

As the grass on the housetops 

And grain blighted before it is grown. 
28 “But I know your dwelling place, 

Your going out and your coming in, 

And your rage against Me. 
29 Because your rage against Me and your tumult 

Have come up to My ears, 

Therefore I will put My hook in your nose 

And My bridle in your lips, 

And I will turn you back 

By the way which you came.” ’ 

 
30 “This shall be a sign to you: 

You shall eat this year such as grows of itself, 

And the second year what springs from the same; 

Also in the third year sow and reap, 

Plant vineyards and eat the fruit of them. 
31 And the remnant who have escaped of the house of Judah 

Shall again take root downward, 

And bear fruit upward. 
32 For out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant, 

And those who escape from Mount Zion. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

 

 
Unbelievable Underdogs 

 

The ending of the NFC Championship on Jan. 18, 2015, between the Green Bay Packers and Seattle 

Seahawks was, in Packers coach Mike McCarthy’s own word, “Unbelievable!” 

Seattle was down 19-7 with more than five minutes in regulation. The Packers had just intercepted a 

pass. They had the ball around midfield. It looked hopeless that this would end well for the Seahawks. 

In the space of less than five minutes, the Seahawks scored 21 points and won in overtime. Afterwards, 

quarterback Russell Wilson was seen kneeling on national TV praising God for the victory. 

In Isaiah 37 and 38, Jerusalem was completely surrounded by the powerful Assyrian military. The Jewish 

army was heavily outnumbered. The Jewish people were starving. It looked hopeless for the Jews. 



In the space of a night’s sleep (or maybe less than five minutes) the Angel of the LORD passed through 

the Assyrian camp and 185,000 captains and leaders perished. The prayer of faith prior to that night by 

Hezekiah, King of Judah, in Isaiah 37:20 (“Now, Lord our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all the 

kingdoms of the earth may know that you, Lord, are the only God”) has been read worldwide for the last 

2,700 years. 

These stories give us faith to pray (as with Hezekiah) and opportunity to praise (as with Russell Wilson). 

Continue to pray. God hears you. And remember to praise Him when He answers. 

Application 

1. What did you hear? What did the Holy Spirit say to you? 
2. What do you think and how do you feel about what the Holy Spirit said? How do you feel 

comforted, convicted and challenged? 
3. What does the Holy Spirit want you to do now? 

Now talk to Jesus. 

Adapted From: https://sportsspectrum.com/sport/football/2015/06/10/devotional-of-the-week-
unbelievable-underdogs/ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Soul Food Day 3 

 
Scripture 
Esther 4:9-17 (NIV) 
 

When Mordecai learned all that had happened, he tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, and 
went out into the midst of the city. He cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 2 He went as far as the front of 
the king’s gate, for no one might enter the king’s gate clothed with sackcloth. 3 And in every province 
where the king’s command and decree arrived, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, 
weeping, and wailing; and many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

 
The Living Word 

 
The Bible is a book of knowledge but it is also a living word. This means that the Bible not only enriches 
our minds, but it also penetrates our hearts (see Hebrews 4:12). Sometimes when we focus so much on 
what the Bible says we sometimes miss what God is trying to say to us right now. That is why sometimes 
we just need to carve our space, often in silence, to mediate on scripture. That is what we will do today: 
mediate and rest in scripture. We will be there to guide you. Read the scripture slowly and then sit in still 
silence for one-minute resting in God. We will give you questions you can ask to God, however, allow the 
Holy Spirit to work on your heart what he wants in this time. Let’s pray, Father God guide us as we find 
You in Your Word. 

Read Esther 4:9-17 
Somethings the only thing to do is to cry out to God. Think of any hard thing you are going through right 
now. Cry out to God and tell him how you feel. 
Listen in silence for 1 minute 
 
Read Esther 4:9-17 
Psalm 34:17 says, “When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and delivers them out of their 
troubles”. Know that God hears your cries. Rest in the knowledge that God hears you and that God cares 
for you. 
Listen in silence for 1 minute 
 

https://sportsspectrum.com/sport/football/2015/06/10/devotional-of-the-week-unbelievable-underdogs/
https://sportsspectrum.com/sport/football/2015/06/10/devotional-of-the-week-unbelievable-underdogs/


 
Pray to God 

Application 

1. What did you hear? What did the Holy Spirit say to you? 
2. What do you think and how do you feel about what the Holy Spirit said? How do you feel 

comforted, convicted and challenged? 
3. What does the Holy Spirit want you to do now? 

 
Now thank God for your time with him. 

 
 

 

Soul Food Day 4 

Scripture 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 (NIV) 
 
 And Hannah prayed and said: 

“My heart rejoices in the Lord; 
My]horn is exalted in the Lord. 
smile at my enemies, 
Because I rejoice in Your salvation. 

2 “No one is holy like the Lord, 
For there is none besides You, 
Nor is there any rock like our God. 

3 “Talk no more so very proudly; 
Let no arrogance come from your mouth, 
For the Lord is the God of knowledge; 
And by Him actions are weighed. 

4 “The bows of the mighty men are broken, 
And those who stumbled are girded with strength. 
5 Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, 
And the hungry have ceased to hunger. 
Even the barren has borne seven, 
And she who has many children has become feeble. 

6 “The Lord kills and makes alive; 
He brings down to the grave and brings up. 
7 The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 
He brings low and lifts up. 
8 He raises the poor from the dust 
And lifts the beggar from the ash heap, 
To set them among princes 
And make them inherit the throne of glory. 

“For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, 
And He has set the world upon them. 
9 He will guard the feet of His saints, 
But the wicked shall be silent in darkness. 



“For by strength no man shall prevail. 
10 The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken in pieces; 
From heaven He will thunder against them. 
The Lord will judge the ends of the earth. 

“He will give strength to His king, 
And exalt the horn of His anointed.” 

 

Exalted Redeemers 

 

Impossibly, a mere Jew who had sat daily at the king’s gate became second in command of all Persia. An 

orphan girl, Esther, becomes a Queen. Unexpectedly, a lowly shepherd boy named David became king of 

God’s people, second in rank only to the Lord. All made wise decisions when called to act. Neither sought 

to become redeemers and rescuers of Israel. 

Seeking greatness is unbecoming—foolish, actually—especially for God’s people. Getting greatness by 
manipulation is something Haman would do, but Mordecai served and trusted God, who gave him honor 
as well as great responsibility, in which he served faithfully. Contrary to the ways of the world, an honest 
sense of unworthiness and a will to serve others rather than ourselves appear to be requirements for 
good and faithful servants of the great King. 

The apostle Paul exhorts his readers, “Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather 
think of yourself with sober judgment (Romans 12:3). James encourages his readers to look into the 
mirror of God’s law (James 1:23-25). Doing that, we will see reflected the image of Christ, who, though 
exalted, became like one of us and was humbled to the burden of the cross. 

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the 
humility that comes from wisdom” (James 3:13). 

Give me the wisdom, Lord, to be considerate, submissive, and filled with mercy. Amen. 

Application 

4. What did you hear? What did the Holy Spirit say to you? 
5. What do you think and how do you feel about what the Holy Spirit said? How do you feel 

comforted, convicted and challenged? 
6. What does the Holy Spirit want you to do now? 

Now talk to Jesus. 

Adapted from: https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/exalted-redeemers 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Soul Food Day 5 

Scripture 
Esther 4:5- 17 (NIV) 
 
5 Then Esther called Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs whom he had appointed to attend her, and she 

gave him a command concerning Mordecai, to learn what and why this was. 6 So Hathach went out to 

Mordecai in the city square that was in front of the king’s gate. 7 And Mordecai told him all that had 

happened to him, and the sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into the king’s treasuries to 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom%2012.3
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/James%201.23-25
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/James%203.13
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/exalted-redeemers


destroy the Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of the written decree for their destruction, which was given 

at [b]Shushan, that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her, and that he might command her to go 

in to the king to make supplication to him and plead before him for her people. 9 So Hathach returned and 

told Esther the words of Mordecai. 

10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach, and gave him a command for Mordecai: 11 “All the king’s servants and 

the people of the king’s provinces know that any man or woman who goes into the inner court to the king, 

who has not been called, he has but one law: put all to death, except the one to whom the king holds out 

the golden scepter, that he may live. Yet I myself have not been called to go in to the king these thirty 

days.” 12 So they told Mordecai Esther’s words. 

13 And Mordecai told them to answer Esther: “Do not think in your heart that you will escape in the king’s 

palace any more than all the other Jews. 14 For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and 

deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. Yet 

who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 

15 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather all the Jews who are present in Shushan, and 

fast for me; neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will fast likewise. And so I 

will go to the king, which is against the law; and if I perish, I perish!” 

17 So Mordecai went his way and did according to all that Esther commanded him. 

 
Appointed for Such a Time as This 

 
I was seven months pregnant, sitting on the sofa in my family room, and I couldn’t believe my eyes. Two 
planes just crashed into the World Trade Center … on purpose. 
My baby will be here in two months, I thought to myself. What kind of evil world is he about to enter? Will 
he even have a chance? I called a friend. She was as stunned and heartbroken as I was. We processed 
our thoughts out loud ... and we prayed. 
 
Fast forward about 10 years. 
 
Smartphones became the newest thing. Suddenly, the internet was literally in the palm of our hands and 
so was our access to sin. The thought of raising my boys in this technology-obsessed age began to 
overwhelm me. I called my friend (the same one I called after 9/11). She understood my fears and 
allowed me to process my thoughts out loud again. Even if my boys aren’t trying to look up something 
inappropriate, what if a classmate jokingly shows it to them? And then they’re hooked. What then? 
“In what kind of world are we raising our children?” I asked her. “Will my boys even have a chance?” 
My friend reminded me that perversity and temptation are nothing new. Just read through the Old 
Testament. But God always gives His children strength to overcome. Remember Potiphar’s lustful wife? 
She wouldn’t leave Joseph alone, but God gave Joseph the wisdom and discernment to run away. God 
knew we would face the challenges we face today. If we continue to pray and stand on the principles 
found in His Word, God will give us the same wisdom and favor He gave Joseph. My friend and I ended 
our conversation praying for our children. 
 
Fast forward another 10 years. 
 
It’s 2020. I’m driving home from work, still trying to process what I just saw. Empty milk, meat and toilet 
paper aisles, not to mention checkout lines winding halfway through the store. Perhaps you saw it too. It 
felt apocalyptic. What in the world? A pandemic? I called my friend (yep, the same faithful one). I voiced 
my thoughts: “In two months, my baby is supposed to graduate from high school. What kind of world will 
he enter?” We reminded one another of this truth: God knows all things. He knew this was going to 
happen … and that we would all be a part of it. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=esther+4&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-12771b


In Jeremiah 1:5, God says to Jeremiah, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were 
born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” Before Jeremiah was even born, God 
knew Jeremiah would be the “weeping prophet” and speak out against evil during crazy times in Israel’s 
history. God also created Esther knowing full well her plight would not be easy. He knew she would 
become an orphan and that she’d be in a beauty contest competing for the title of queen. But as Esther’s 
uncle reminded her, she was born “For such a time as this,” and so are we (Esther 4:14, NIV). 
 
God knew my oldest son would be two months away from his high school graduation, and my youngest 
son would be one lesson away from getting his driver’s license — all during a pandemic. 
God knew our plans, and He knew they would be changing. God even knew that racial tensions would 
erupt in the midst of a pandemic. But God has given us and our children everything we need … not just to 
make it through this season, but to thrive and be His voice of hope. As I pulled up to my house that 
evening after work, my friend and I did what we always do during uncertain times. We closed in prayer. 
None of this fazes God. 
 

Before He created you and me, He knew us and what was in store for us. We have been 
appointed “for such a time as this.” 

.  
Application 

1. What did you hear? What did the Holy Spirit say to you? 
2. What do you think and how do you feel about what the Holy Spirit said? How do you feel 

comforted, convicted and challenged? 
3. What does the Holy Spirit want you to do now? 

Now talk to Jesus. 

Adapted from: https://www.proverbs31.org/read/devotions/full-post/2020/06/29/appointed-for-such-
a-time-as-this 

https://www.proverbs31.org/read/devotions/full-post/2020/06/29/appointed-for-such-a-time-as-this
https://www.proverbs31.org/read/devotions/full-post/2020/06/29/appointed-for-such-a-time-as-this

