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Office Hours                            

The LCOS office is currently closed. 

Please email office2@oursaviourchurch.ca to arrange access to the building.          

      

 

We invite you to review our LCOS website for ongoing information and updates,  

as well as to view our online worship services.  

http://www.oursaviourchurch.ca/


Pastor’s Message by Pastor Greg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trail Blazers 

 

It’s the end of the world as we know it. And I feel fine.  

(R.E.M. music group) 

 

What in the world is happening? 

Is it the end of the world as we know it? 

What do we do as a church in a world full of pandemonium 

and pandemics? 

 

These are indeed difficult times. How can we reach our      

society with the Good News? How do we serve in a two-metre 

distance world? I believe the author of Hebrews has some 

good ideas. 

 

1)  Keep our eyes on Jesus. Trust that He is the leader of 

the church. With His leadership, the church will       

continue. The best way to focus on Jesus is to read his 

word, pray often, and worship regularly.  

 

2)  Look to the past for guidance. I don’t mean the 

1950’s. I mean the 50’s: the era of the Early Church. 

They went through persecutions. They suffered 

through conflicts within the church. They were small 

but had big goals and they loved one another and the 

individuals outside their faith community. This radical 

love was their best evangelism tool and they changed 

the world! They are cheering us on to do the same. 

 

3)  Be the light of the world. The Hebrew author calls his community to get rid of baggage that 

would hinder the Christian witness. Baggage such as frivolous conflicts and needless           

traditions. He also calls believers in Jesus to live a life that was radically different from the  

self-centered culture of the times. We, too, must have clarity in message and morality. In so 

doing, the church’s light shines brighter in dark times. 

 

4)  Be a pioneer. Let others know that we don’t preach a religion, but a life-changing relationship 

with Jesus Christ. Blaze the trail God has placed before you and be encouraged: God is, and 

will always be, in control. 

 

Your fellow trailblazer, Pastor Greg 



Sermon Series 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The sermon series theme  

for September is Unity, 

from the book of Ephesians.  

With all the division  

in the world, we are reminded 

from scripture of our call  

to Unity.  

 

How is it possible?   

What does it look like?  

 

Our journey through Ephesians  

will shed some light on these 

questions and more as we seek 

and pray for Unity. 

Weekly Themes 

September 6  Unity in Christ (Ephesians 1 and 2) 

September 13 Unity of Purpose (Ephesians 3) 

September 20 Unity in the Church (Ephesians 4) 

September 27 Unity in Relationships (Ephesians 5) 

 

 

Through September we will be offering Drive-In Services each Sunday at 9 and 11 am. Communion will 

be on September 6 and 20, so bring your own communion elements for those days. A Tithes and 

Offerings Box will be available on a table by the West door. Also, fellowship will follow each service. 

Please bring your mask. Those who experienced our Drive-In service on August 23 found it to be a joyful 

and safe way to come together under these times of social distancing. 

 

Our online Services will continue to be offered each week!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Board Report by Garry Mihaichuk 

 

 

 

 

 

I continue to pray that this note finds you all safe and healthy. 

 

The Board and Pastor Greg continue to consider how we can engage the congregation more in our services 

and when and how we will be able to open. Pastor Greg has heard from congregational members their 

desires to start more meaningful services c/w communion and fellowship. 

 

Starting on Sunday, August 23rd, Pastor Greg experimented with different approaches including a drive in FM 

communion service at the church and an outdoor fellowship time outside of the church. Congregational 

members remained in their vehicles with their own communion elements (grape juice and bread) and Pastor 

Greg completed a shortened worship service with the blessing of the elements and communion. The regular 

worship service continued  to be recorded and available on YouTube as previous but the communion service 

was only available for those that were present at the church. 

 

We continue to examine the timing and health related rules regarding the opening of the church for public 

worship services. The opening of the province has resulted in more cases and there are some apprehensions 

from the Alberta Health Region and Bishop Larry that an opening in September could be a risk to some ELCIC 

members. Therefore, in an over-abundance of caution and concern for our LCOS members the Board has 

determined to start our worship services inside LCOS in October. This will give our Risk Management 

Committee another month to amend our indoor service Covid protocols based on health authority’s advice 

and experiences from other churches to provide the safest health environment for our members and staff. 

 

We will be allowing some of the groups to start up if they have an approved Covid protocol plan to keep the 

staff and themselves healthy. Painted Wombat will be starting in early September and has an excellent set of 

health and cleaning protocols. If other groups are interested they must submit their plan to Pastor Greg who 

will get it approved or amended by the Risk Management Committee. Our reasoning for letting “some” 

groups use the facility while we are not starting indoor worship services is due to singing during service which 

is expected to be a potential high spread event and we have a large portion of our congregation that have 

compromised heath conditions. 

 

With this in mind, we have decided to start our regular 9:00 am and 11:00 am drive in FM radio services at 

the church by starting on September 6th and running for the entire month of September. This will take place 

by arriving in your vehicles and tuning into FM 100.5 to listen to the entire service. There will also be an 

outdoor fellowship time after each service to allow for proper distancing fellowship.  

 

The Board has also been reviewing our expenses and donations since the start of Covid to determine what 

we need to do as a congregation to continue to thrive not just survive. The Covid expense relaxation from 

utilities has ended as has the Federal Government subsidy for staff salaries. This has resulted in an increase 

in expenses in July to $27,443 and August to $32,389. At the same time our giving has continued to drop: 

May - $29,066; June - $21,817; July - $17,421; and August is expected to be $14,849. This trend will mean 

that our deficit of donations to expenses will have risen from a low of $2,298 in June to an expected deficit in 

August of $29,860!! If our expenses continue as Doug expects for the rest of the year and we receive the 

same donations as we received in July and August, by the end of the year we will have a 2020 deficit of 

$55,600. As a congregation we need to continue to support our ministry or we will spend all of our 

contingency funds ($50,000) and have to close the doors by year end 2020!! 



Board Report (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

During the month of August we continued our use of virtual worship services. These were completed by a 

dedicated group of people: 1) Pastor Greg completed wonderful services in the church sanctuary; 2) the 

praise singers which you all see and hear each week from our sanctuary included: Doug and Joan Drennan, 

Yvonne and Beth Eberhardt, Reiko Formella, Alex and Terrylee McKay and Jocelyn Smith; 3) the slides 

preparation by Lauren Dzikowski and Dorothea Schaab and running of the worship computer by Dorothea 

Schaab; 4) the videoing and editing of the worship services by Mike Mihaichuk; and 5) any altar decorations 

provided by Karen Smith. A large thanks to you all for providing us with essential spiritual food for our souls. 

 

The staff and a team of LCOS with over 50 members have ensured that every member is called each week, 

including Flock Care which continues to provide support on a safe and healthy basis. Pastor Greg and Judy 

McDonald have worked diligently to prepare the package contents and delivery and call systems. There are 

also volunteers who are delivering items to members when they are needed.  One of the best aspects of this 

Covid19 situation is that we are bringing people closer together even though we are required to stay 

physically apart. Thanks to all those that are volunteering as it is greatly appreciated. You are a blessing to 

the congregation. If you do require any assistance please contact Pastor Greg at 403-464-8254 so he can  

co-ordinate. 

 

The Board continues to be concerned about the health and welfare of all of you in the congregation, 

especially during these times. We are also dedicated to continuing the viability and spiritual strength of the 

LCOS family. Please keep up your contacts in a healthy and medically safe manner but please continue. If 

you have questions for the Board please send them to Garry Mihaichuk electronically at 

gmihaichuk@me.com or over the phone at 403-975-0081. 

 

Yours in Christ 

 

Garry Mihaichuk 

Board Chair 

mailto:gmihaichuk@me.com


Virtual VBS in Review 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families, 

LCOS’ very first Virtual VBS was a rousing success!  From the complete funding, to volunteers stepping up, 

to video recording and editing, to families trusting the process, we’ve had nothing but positive feedback. 

63 children and 33 families participated at their own leisure, and all found fun, joy, connection, and 

fulfillment!   Thank you, LCOS for choosing me to coordinate and direct VBS this summer.   

It was a full-time job that was incredibly rewarding.   

 

Blessings to all of you, 

Joce the Science Boss 

(Jocelyn Smith) 

 

      Some feedback to share: 

 

A. had little tears when he received your parcel, he 
feels loved and feels touched. ~M.C. 

 

The kids are really enjoying and learning in the 
Faith Lab @ home. 

This has been a wonderful blessing for us, Thank 
you so much for all your beautiful work. ~G.A. 

 
Here are some photos from when the pop 

exploded. Goodness they almost made me teary-
eyed…to be a kid, so full of wonder! ~S.S. 

  
What a fun week!!! ~V.B. 

 
The kids are totally loving it and they were 
disappointed that they would be behind!! 

I just wanted to let you know we are still here and 
loving it!  ~A.H. 

 
Thank you for this awesome VBS! My kids are 

loving it and learning Scripture much faster with 
the songs! ~L.L. 

 
I am so glad my kids learned about Jesus and now 

believe in Him. Thank you for inviting us to this! 
~A.K.  

 

 

 

 



Submitted by Cliff Blumhagen, Financial Secretary 

 
If you are able to contribute to the church during the church closure due to the Covid 19 pandemic, the 

following are options for giving: 

 

Interac e-transfer: 

Donations are made to email address: donate@oursaviourchurch.ca. 

There is no service charge to the church for this giving method and generally there is no service charge to 

the giver. 

 

PAR Program Giving: 

The Pre-Authorized Remittance program (PAR) gives the option to give monthly directly from a bank or credit 

union account. 

There is a service charge of $0.50 per transaction to the church for this giving method and generally there is 

no additional service charge to the giver. 

If you sign up by September 01, your monthly donation would begin September 20. 

Please contact the Financial Secretary Cliff Blumhagen (403-936-0419 or blumhagencg@gmail.com) to get 

a PAR sign up form and with any questions. 

 

Cheque: 

You can mail or drop off a cheque to the church. 

There is no service charge to the church for this giving method and the usual service charge for writing a 

cheque will apply to the giver. 

However, bank trips are limited at this time and it may take several weeks until cheques are deposited at 

the bank. 

 

Online Giving (via credit or debit card) (NEW): 

Donations are made via the following secure link: https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/

now. 

There is a service charge of $0.50 per transaction plus 2.3% of the amount given to the church for this 

giving method and generally there is no service charge to the giver. When giving there is an opportunity to 

give an additional amount to help defray the transaction fees to the church. 

 

Text Giving (via credit or debit card) (NEW): 

Donations are made by texting LCOSGive to 73256 followed by the donation amount. 

There is a service charge of $0.50 per transaction plus 2.3% of the amount given to the church for this 

giving method and generally there is no service charge to the giver. When giving there is an opportunity to 

give an additional amount to help defray the transaction fees to the church. 

In addition, standard text message and data rates may apply to the giver. 

 

 

The quarterly giving statements for quarter 2 were generated in early July and distributed via email to givers 

with an email address on file. For anyone without an email address, the statement can be printed. As the 

church is closed, they will not be printed at this time. Please contact Cliff with any questions or if you would 

like a printed copy of the statement. 

 

 

LCOS is now using a new cloud-based system to track member and friend information and giving 

information. The system is called REALM. Individual logins can be set up for anyone who has an email 

address that is listed in the REALM system. An individual login allows view and update capability of personal 

information. As well, giving information can be viewed anytime. If you would like a login, please contact Cliff. 

 

You can contact Cliff at: blumhagencg@gmail.com or 403-936-0419. 

mailto:donate@oursaviourchurch.ca
mailto:blumhagencg@gmail.com


Submitted by Cliff Blumhagen (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello to everyone at LCOS!  I’m here to ask a personal favour on behalf of my mom, Karen Nordgaard. She’s 

turning 90 on September 11th, and if this were an “ordinary” year there would be parties and celebrations to 

mark this occasion. However, in these extraordinary times we have to come up with other ways to lift up and 

commemorate those who we care about. Here comes the “ask”... A birthday card from those who remember 

her would mean so much! I’m hoping she receives 90 cards for 90 years – it would be a terrific way to 

celebrate, and provide so many memories. 

            

Her mailing address is: 

PO Box 1115 

Bragg Creek Alberta 

T0L 0K0 

 

If you prefer, you could forward any birthday wishes to my email 

jpjohanson@shaw.ca and I’d happily forward them along.  

 

Thanks in advance to everyone who sends a greeting! 

Johanne Johanson 

A Special Birthday Wish 

mailto:jpjohanson@shaw.ca


Operation Christmas Child submitted by Jaqui Anderson 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP!! OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES! 

 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year… 

 

Yes…once again we begin the hunt for items to fill 

shoeboxes that will help needy children around the world. 

Just imagine a parent who has not been able to provide 

even a bar of soap to protect their children from the 

corona virus, or mandatory school supplies so their child 

can become educated and have a better life. Imagine 

families who feel that they are alone in this scary time of 

Covid-19. We are given an opportunity to let children and 

their families know that they are being remembered and 

offered small packages of hope. Most importantly, they 

have an opportunity to hear about Jesus, and God’s 

amazing grace and love.  

 

Brent and I are both in the very high-risk health group, so we can’t do good-deal shopping like we usually do. 

Many of our usual team members also struggle with health issues and are vulnerable in this covid-19 time. We 

are asking for those who can shop to be our eyes. We are so grateful for your donations! If you are unable to 

afford such donations, but find the items we need just give us a call 403-453-4071. We can connect and have 

resources to help financially with purchases.  

 

Most often the items we struggle to find are small toys and pencils or wax crayons. This is summer and school 

supply clearance time! Skipping ropes and balls, small cars and beach toys will all be plentiful…if we can catch 

the timing of sales. Our goal this year is 200 boxes. Help us reach that number and more, with your treasure 

finds! 

 

I called Samaritan’s Purse and their plans for the shoeboxes are already in place. The collection week is 

November 16-22. Our workbee (if covid restrictions allow) will be November 21. 

 

The countries destined to receive boxes are in West Africa and Central America. More information will follow.  

 

No war toys, liquids, toothpaste, candy or food items are allowed.  

 

Items must look new. The volunteers who check each box are asked to remove any items that do not match 

the restrictions because countries randomly check shipments. If a prohibited item is found, the whole 

shipment can be held up for months. For example, we started using pill bottles to hold tiny sewing kits, and 

sending those Hallowe’en Rocket candy rolls, but anything that looks like medicine or drugs would cause a 

shipment to be detained. 

 



Operation Christmas Child (continued) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are the standard items we put into our boxes (think small and useful, small and fun) 

 

1. Flexible scribblers that can bend into the box (for example, the Hilroy Canada scribbler) 

2. Small Canadian flags 

3. Stickers 

4. Christmas cards (cut off personal greeting and just use the picture side) 

5. Pencil crayons or wax crayons 

6. Pencils (good school quality ones + decorative ones) 

7. Pencil top erasers 

8. Good quality white or pink erasers (notebooks are sometimes totally erased and reused by students!) 

9. Pencil sharpeners 

10. Pens 

11. Geometry sets 

12. Solar calculators 

13. Soap (must be in packaging) 

14. Facecloths or small hand towels 

15. Toothbrushes (sadly we cannot accept toothpaste) 

16. Dental floss 

17. Fingernail files, nail clippers and emery boards 

18. Fingernail brushes 

19. Combs and brushes 

20. Small sewing kits (these can give children or their parents a way to make some income) 

21. Thin colorful fabric that could be useful to a family to make a clothing item or curtain or pillow) approx. 1 

meter lengths.  

22. Buttons, ribbon, sewing supplies 

23. Small bowls like the colorful child size ones Ikea sells.  

24. All kinds of small balls. Ones that can be blown up. Tennis ball size and smaller 

25. Skipping ropes (can be used for play or as a laundry line so we add... 

26. Clothes pins 

27. All sorts of small toys (except war or ones that could scare a child) 

28. Small jewellery items 

29. Craft items 

30. Balloons 

31. 6” rulers (12” won’t fit) 

32. Small hammers, screwdrivers, other small tools + small bags of nails and screws 

33. Measuring tapes 

34. Small notepads 

35. Very small stuffies (must be new) 

36. Washable face masks 

37. New ball caps and summer hats that can be flattened 

38. Kid sized T-shirts 

39. Lightweight scarves and bandanas 

40. Be open to what is available…one year we got a donation of excess promotional tiny frisbees. Another year 

we got stacks of tiny notepads and pens. Your workplace, golf clubs or volunteer organizations might have 

items suitable for our boxes.  

41. We always include a letter from our church. Maybe you might choose to write a few encouraging notes to 

put into the boxes.  

 

Thank you for your support of this project. If you have questions or ideas don’t hesitate to call us! 

Asking God to use our hands (and wallets) to do His work,  

Jaqui Anderson 403-453-4071    Terrylee McKay 403-830-6465   Wendy Mihaichuk 403-217-0081  



      Bishop’s Message by Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  

 

  

  

September 2020 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders   

 

Dear Beloved of God –    

 

There are written prayers which speak to me profoundly, and which I return to again and again.  They 

have become part of me.  My breath.  My DNA.  “Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest”, The Lord’s Prayer, 

“Now I lay me down to sleep”, the familiar prayer from the Morning and Evening Prayer services , “O God, 

you have called your servants…”, just to name a few.  I recall hearing this latter prayer years ago now, in 

the mid-80’s as a college student, in the form of a choral anthem.  The text, the prayer, had been set for 

four-part harmony.  A beautiful melody.  Each vocal part wondrously written.  I still sing the bass line and 

the melody.  

 

Over the years I have sung this hymn, prayed this text, over and over again.  As a new parent. When I 

began my First Call at Bethany Lutheran, Dickson, Alberta, and beginning each subsequent call.  At the 

death of my youngest sister.  At times when I have wondered and questioned.  And, at times when I have 

moved to thanksgiving and praise.  One of the reasons that I love this prayer is because it is realistic and 

yet encouraging, honest yet hopeful. It doesn’t deny difficult truths, but neither does it succumb to sterile 

pessimism. It was written in the first part of the twentieth century by a Church of England priest, Eric 

Milner-White, and like many good prayers from another time and place, it sounds like it was tailor made 

for us here and now.  Here and now, as the Spirit of God continues to lead us into a future that is 

unfamiliar, with the assurance that God is present, God’s hand leading, cradled in love.   I have sung this 

prayer and prayed this text many times over these past COVID-19 months.  I am sure that I will sing and 

pray them over and over again in the months to come.  

 

As I have  sung and prayed in these days of unseen endings, of paths yet untrodden, through perils 

unknown, I have experienced with you and through you so many signs of hope, of faithfulness, trust, 

courage, and encouragement.  Congregational leaders, lay and rostered who: under extraordinary stress, 

pressure and restraints have poured themselves into the work of leadership; and though tired and weary 

and wondering, have reached out to one another, and to those in their midst, providing pastoral care, 

connection, compassion and care.  

 

Creativity, ingenuity, openness, support, encouragement, trust, community.  And our church, working 

together in ways that witness to the Spirit of God among us.  Joint correspondence from national and 

synod treasurers, and from national and synod bishops.  Sharing of resources and experience.  A 

Pentecost celebration with our Full Communion partners.  As we journey together join me in singing the 

hymn.  Join me in prayer.  And as we journey, continue to be humble and gentle with one another.  Honor 

each other. Make space for lament.  Welcome moments of joy.  Help each other live into hope.  Learn 

from this journey in the coronavirus wilderness and let the learning lead us forward.  Trust that God is at 

work in this time and look for the new things God is doing even now.  Thank you for your witness to 

patient trust in God and to sacrificial, cruciform love for your neighbors.   

 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power 

of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 15:13   

In Christ Jesus – Shalom, +Larry  


