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Sunday Mornings
Are you looking for a Sunday morning volunteer opportunity?
Would you like to visit with new people?
Would you like to enhance everyone’s Sunday morning Worship
and fellowship experience?
If the answer is “yes” or “maybe” to any of the above then
please take a look at some ideas below:
Altar Care
Ushers
Counters
Communion Assistance
Coffee Duty
Hotdog Crew
Children’s Ministry

Youth Ministry
Computer Operation
Praise Teams
Choir
Volunteer Driver
Welcome Desk

Interesting People I’ve Never Met
Two of the more difficult funeral services for me to preside at are for people I know quite well and those I
don’t know at all. When it’s someone I’ve known for a while and built a relationship with, there can be a certain
amount of emotion involved as a number of personal memories are shared. On the other hand, not knowing someone
leaves me searching for the right words to share.
Katharine raised the question recently after I had presided at a funeral for a man I didn’t know. “Sometimes
do you wish to have met the people because they sound so interesting?” Absolutely! Usually during the eulogy, I
discover something special, unique, inspiring, and wonderful about the one who has died.
But before I share an uplifting experience, I’ll dial back to a time in a rural community when I officiated at a
funeral for a man I didn’t know. Meeting with the family, they talked a lot about how loving and caring he was,
especially with his wife of many years. I mentioned this during the funeral service. Afterwards, however, a friend of
his painted a different picture. He said it was not unusual to see him with a shotgun chasing his wife around the yard.
Oops!
Recently I had an experience that answers Katharine’s question. Hal is someone I never met. But his daughter, Judi, as she spoke about her dad at the funeral, brought him alive for me as she shared a bit about his resourcefulness, resilience and connection to family and community. He held a long time teaching position at a Community
College, sang in the choir at his church, the Men’s German Chorus and dabbled in welding and politics. He rebuilt
cars and transformed his garden into an ice rink in the winter. As a metalworker, he crafted items for his home,
friends and his church. And he was immensely proud of his son, two daughters and three granddaughters.
But when all is said and done, I am truly grateful, blessed and honored to accompany those who are grieving,
whether I know the one who has died or not.
To God be the glory,
Pastor Lee

Youth & Children’s Ministry
Even though our Family Ministry events have winded down for the summer break, youth and children and
parents are still incredibly busy! There are exams, extra-curricular activities, school parties, and so much
more. With all of this busyness and stress, our families need your support. One way to do that is through
prayer.
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”
Ephesians 6:18 NIV

Sunday June 17th at 11:30 am – Father’s Day Picnic
After the worship service, all families are invited to join us for a special Father’s Day Picnic at Lake
Chaparral! Please bring your own picnic lunch. We’ll have some fun activities organized, as well as free
time at the park. Please sign up with Jesse beforehand.

Call Committee
The Call Committee was formed on May 14th prior to two important meetings:
1) Synod exit interview with Pastor Lee and LCOS Board on May 15th; and
2) Call Committee meeting with Bishop Larry to discuss the call process on May 23rd.
The make-up of the Call Committee is 50% male and 50% female and has: 1) six (6) representatives from: i) mature
aged/time in congregation members; ii) middle aged/time in congregation members; and iii) younger age/time in
congregation members; 2) LCOS Board Chair/Vice Chair; 3) Long time congregational member; 4) Chair; and
5) Secretary.
The following are the names of the committee members:
Chair
Secretary

Garry Mihaichuk
Rachelle Ellis
Jens Kaack
Karen Smith
Keith Rude
Jennifer Sissons
Arianna Tenor
Leah Thormoset
Bob Montgomery/Les Walker
Alex McKay

The meeting on May 15th was an opportunity to share in success stories and opportunities for improvement. It was
very successful and will provide the call committee with valuable information going forward.
The meeting on May 23rd with Bishop Larry was a discussion of the journey and process that we are entering. His
advice is this is a time for prayer and discernment. As a congregation and the call committee, may we pray for each
other during this time and determine where God is leading us. May we, together, pray for wisdom and guidance in
identifying our needs for God’s work and to prayerfully select a candidate that we all feel God has lead us to.
The start of the process is a needs assessment which will include small group discussions over a 4-week period in
September. This will allow the call committee to develop a document (Congregation Mission Document) which will be
provided to the Bishop Larry to search for candidates. These can come from three sources: 1) congregational
member suggestions (gathered during our meetings in September); 2) Pastors who are looking for a call or discerning
whether they should be looking for a call; and 3) Discussions with Pastors and Bishops on candidates that match our
Congregation Mission Document.
Prayer and discernment continues when we start to get candidates and sort through them in various meetings to
determine if we can find a group of finalists. At this point we will review their sermons, interaction with the congregation, talents and areas of focus for their ministry. This will be the most intense part and will require all of your prayers
to assist us in determining where God is leading us in the candidate selection. The final candidate will be presented
to the congregation and will be voted on by the congregation.
Very important work to be done all with God’s help and assistance.
The Bishop has told us that this process could take 1-2 years as there continues to be few Pastors looking for a
move. Having said that, we have already had one Pastor express an interest in reviewing our Mission Document when
we send it to the Bishop. My hope is that we will be on the shorter end of this timeframe. The board is expecting to
have an interim pastor in place by September 1st while we work through this important work.
I will make monthly Vine reports and will provide updates monthly during service times or in small groups as we
progress along our journey but also encourage you to approach me at any time to see where we are and answer any
of your questions.
Yours in Christ,

Garry Mihaichuk

Vacation Bible School—August 20th to 24th
For Pre-School to Grade 5
9:00 AM until Noon
Sign-up to help online or in the lobby
Registration at: www.vbsfun.ca
Saturday June 23rd at 4pm – VBS Decorating
Session
Join us for our second Shipwrecked VBS Decorating Session! We’ll
be painting, building, gluing, cutting, and much more! Feel free to
bring your own ideas. There might even be some snacks!

Bishop’s Message by Bishop Larry Kochendorfer
Dear Beloved of God –
Soon we will gather in Convention in Camrose – UofA Augustana Campus – June 14-16, 2018 under the theme
based on I Cor. 13:13, “Faith, Hope, Love: and the greatest of these is love.” I am appreciative of the work of Wendy
Christensen-Grosfield who has again been contracted to serve as Convention Manager.
This month I share more Convention highlights, in addition to those mentioned in my May 2018 Message.
Worship is a significant focus of Convention as we will begin and close each day with worship. A Worship Committee,
chaired by Carolyn Ethier and including Chaplain Jeff Decelle, Colleen McGinnis, Rev. Kathy Calkins, Robyn SimpsonMohr, and Dr. Joy Berg has planned a series of unique services to bless and enrich our worship time together.
The celebratory Opening Eucharist with organ and brass begins in the Chapel at 2:00 pm on Thursday, June 14. We
gather again in the chapel for Thursday evening’s Jazz Vespers, a time of prayer as well as remembrance of those
who have died. Each day we share in Morning Eucharist with a time of Dwelling in the Word in the convention hall.
Our brief Sending Worship, with installation of Synod Council, Synod Secretary and Lutheran Theological Seminary
rostered representative and Blessing of the Bishop, is scheduled for 3:00 pm on Saturday, June 16. Offerings will be
shared equally between the Lutheran World Federation Endowment Fund and the ABT Synod Bishop`s Discretionary
Fund.
There will be a Convention choir singing at the Opening Eucharist service that you are welcome to join. The practice
for the Convention choir will be held in the Convention Hall at 12:30 pm on Thursday, June 14. Dr. Joy Berg will lead
the choir.
We will gather Friday evening for a celebratory banquet honouring those with ordination anniversaries, as well as the
first recipient of The Synod of Alberta and the Territories Stephen D. Wildfang Leadership Award.
Video presentations highlighting our four mission priorities through story will be shared throughout the Convention
and each delegate/congregation will receive a DVD of the same and discussion guide for use in their own context.
New this year: Registrants to the Convention are invited to register for Friday and Saturday “Lunch and Learn”
events. Up to 25 registrants will meet in identified rooms for lunch and further conversation with: National Bishop
Susan Johnson on ELCIC Global Mission, President Bill Harrison from Lutheran Theological Seminary, The Rev. Dr.
Brian Rude, our guests from Colombia, CLWR and Jeff Pym with ELFEC (Evangelical Lutheran Foundation of Eastern
Canada). All other registrants will have their lunch in the cafeteria.
Also new for this Convention is an invitation for submissions of
artwork to be displayed in the convention hall, reflecting the
theme of the convention. Thanks to each contributor. I am looking forward to walking through the art gallery.
Throughout the Convention as you worship, listen, pray, discern
and share stories registrants are invited to write their thoughts
to the following two statements on sticky notes and to post
them to the large print paper in the convention hall: “I am hearing God say to us…”, and, “I sense that one of the places the
Spirit is inviting our Synod to join with God in God’s work is…”
These will be gathered and reviewed for action at the September 2018 retreat of Synod Council.
As we gather from across our Synod it is my prayer that together
we will be open to the Spirit’s work among us…shaping…
transforming…reworking…guiding…and that we will know the
reality of the words of Paul to the church in Rome (15:13): “The
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
In Christ Jesus – Shalom,
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer

Youth Mission Trip

Our youth group will be sending a team of 8 youth to
downtown Calgary as part of the Mustard Seed’s
DemoCrew. During July 15-19, our youth will be serving
lunches, making connections, sorting clothing, and
learning more about poverty in Calgary. Please be in
prayer for them, as we prepare for this week!

Painted Wombat Preschool
Painted Wombat preschool runs Monday, Wednesday, Friday for four year olds and
Tuesday and Thursday for three year olds.
The program is run by congregation member Shauna Gross. Shauna holds
degrees in the fine arts and teaching.
Registration for 2018/2019 is now open.

Financials
Get on PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) at LCOS
Did you know that you may give to LCOS via pre-authorized remittance one time per month from your bank or credit union
chequing account? This program is like any other pre-authorized debit program and is called the PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) program. Debits will be drawn from accounts on the 20th of each month. Whenever the 20th falls on a weekend
or holiday, the debits will be drawn on the first business day following the 20th. Donations via the PAR program will be
recorded on quarterly statements and year-end tax receipts along with all other giving.
Amounts from PAR can be directed to:
1) The LCOS general budget
2) Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR)
3) Capital Maintenance
You can give additional amounts and to other purposes via your regular donation envelopes.
The minimum amount to give via this program is a total of $50.00 per month.
You can sign up, make banking or donation amount changes, or withdraw from the program at any time. These changes
will be effective the month following the submission of the change. Forms are available to process these changes. The program is administered by the Financial Secretary. Authorization forms are available in the Place of Welcome.
Internet e-transfers & PayPal are also available!
To make a one time or recurring email transfer simply send donations to donate@oursaviourchurch.ca. Please include either
your envelope number or your name and address in the email so that we can give you a proper receipt at the year’s end.

Christian Music Festival—Aug 11th & 12th
No Greater Love Christian Music Festival is the ultimate non-denominational FAITH experience! Going into it’s third year of a first class Music Festival that celebrates God’s unfailing love and encourages people to show ‘great love’ to each other and to the community. Thousands gathering together at the foot of the majestic Canadian Rockies, now
being recognized as one of the most spectacular festival backdrops in North America.
Hosted on the lands of the Stoney Nakoda First Nation, where Hollywood Blockbusters
like The Revenant, Legends of The Fall and Shanghai Noon were filmed. This is a one of kind, Jesus centred, family
friendly festival experience you don't want to miss!
Group ticket purchases are available at a significant discount for groups of ten or more. If you are thinking of
attending please contact Katharine in the office by July 16th to see if a coordinated purchase is possible.
Camping and parking packages can also be purchased.

June 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Coming Up …..

July 28—VBS Decorating
Aug 12—Affirmation of Baptism
Aug 12—Service of Healing
Aug 20—24—VBS: Shipwrecked
Aug 25 or 26—Retirement Party (TBA)
Aug 26—Pastor Lee’s Last Service

July 1—Canada Day
July 2—Summer Office Hours begin
July 5—VBS Decorating
July 14—Set-up for Stampede Breakfast
July 15—Stampede Breakfast
July 15—July 19—Youth Mission Trip
3

4

Communion Sunday
10:00 Worship Service

5

7

1:00 Memory 1:00 Games Group
Plus
7:00 Al-anon

9:30 Experiencing God
11:00 Acadia Lunch
7:00 Al-anon

7:00
Running
Group

10

11

13

14

Sandwich Sunday
10:00 Worship Service

1:00 Memory 11:00 Book Club
Plus
7:00 RATS

9:30 Experiencing God
11:00 Acadia Lunch
6:00 Today’s Pilgrims
7:00 Al-anon

7:00
Running
Group

12

6:00
Preschool Art
Show

17

18

Communion Sunday
10:00 Worship Service
11:30 Father’s Day
Picnic (offsite—RSVP
required for access)

24

Sat
2
6:30 Mustard Seed
8:30 50+ Exercise
9:30 Private Study

6

10:00 Worship Service
Guest Speaker: Rev
Brian Rude

Fri

8

9
8:30 50+ Exercise
9:30 Private Study

15

16
8:30 50+ Exercise

Synod Convention - June 14 to 16
19

20

21

1:00 Memory 1:00 Games Group
Plus
7:00 Church Board

Preschool Last Day
9:30 Experiencing God
11:00 Acadia Lunch
7:00 Al-anon

7:00
Running
Group
7:15 Flock
Care

25

27

28

26

6:30 Spanish Classes 9:30 Experiencing God
11:00 Acadia Lunch
7:00 Al-anon

7:00
Running
Group

22

23
8:30 50+ Exercise
4:00 VBS
Decorating

29

30

