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Advent 3 Sermon             
I Cor. 4:1-5     Ps. 80:1-3     Matthew 11:2-10
 Once there was a big flood coming. One man was absolutely sure that God would save him from the flood.  When the rescue people sent around a truck to get him out, he said, “No, thanks, God will save me.”

 As the flood waters rose, they sent a boat. The man said, “No, thanks, God will save me.” Finally, the waters were so high he was on his roof, so they sent a helicopter to rescue him. He said, “No, God will save me.” So, he drowned.

 When he got to heaven, he asked the Lord, “Why didn’t you save me?” The Lord answered, “First I sent a truck, and you turned that down. Then I sent a boat, and you said No to that. Finally, I sent a helicopter, and you said No to that as well. Who were you expecting?”
 John the Baptist asked Jesus, “Are you the One we’re expecting, or should we look for another?”

 John the Baptist baptised Jesus, so he already knew Jesus is the Lamb of God. 
 But then John the Baptist, the last great prophet, was put in prison by King Herod. John told King Herod to repent of his adulterous marriage. John preached that God was raising up a REAL king, which of course got Herod scared. Dictators always fear the truth, don’t they?

 Sitting in a dark, stinking, rat-infested prison, underneath King Herod’s palace, could you blame John if he wondered, “Why am I getting such a raw deal? I was expecting Jesus to be the Messiah. If Jesus is the Messiah, why am I still in prison? Is Jesus the Messiah, or is someone else?”
 So, John sent messengers from his prison cell to ask Jesus. When they arrived, they got to the edge of a huge crowd. There is excitement in the air. Jesus just healed some blind people and some lepers. Lame people are walking again, and deaf people can hear again. Jesus has even raised the dead! And all through this, Jesus is preaching the good news of God’s kingdom to the poor.

 When John’s messengers finally step over and around the sick and the poor people trying to get to Jesus, they ask him John’s question: “Are you the One we’re expecting? Or should we look for another?” 
 Jesus gave his answer: “Go and tell John what you hear and see.” Jesus pointed out what was happening: “The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk. Lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear. The dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”
 In other words, “Draw your own conclusions.”
 When the messengers got back to John in prison, this was not the answer John was expecting. It gets worse. Soon after this, John was murdered by King Herod, after his daughter-in-law Salome won a palace birthday dance contest. For her prize, she got John’s head cut off and served on a platter.
 Despite the Messiah coming, evil men still rule.
 Let’s go back to the crowd around Jesus, right after John the Baptist’s messengers left. Jesus asked the crowd, “Why did you all go out to hear John the Baptist’s message of repentance? Were you looking for someone like a politician who waved with every breeze, like a reed at the lakeshore? No? Did you want someone dressed in royal robes like a king? No? Then, was it to see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, John is the last and greatest of the prophets. It was written: I’ll send my messenger before you; he will prepare your way before you.”
 What do we make of all this? What kind of Messiah would let the last and greatest prophet die like that? What kind of kingdom is Jesus bringing? Is he the one we look for, or should we look for another? Who are we expecting?
 Nearly everyone expected the Messiah to call down fire down from heaven and judge the enemies of the Lord. 

 But Jesus’ job description goes like this, from the prophet Isaiah, chapter 35:

“The eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame will leap like a dear, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing, with everlasting joy on their heads. They shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”

 So is Jesus the fiery judge? Is he the Messianic leader of Israel’s armies into a final all-consuming battle?
 No, He is the Healer and the Preacher of good news to the poor, who finally humbles Himself to death on a cross.
 Which Messiah are WE expecting? The one who comes with an army, or the one who comes with healing?
 Our salvation will not come by worldly power. Jesus said to Pontius Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, My servants would have been fighting. But My kingdom is not from the world.”

 So, we’re faced with the same question as John the Baptist: “Jesus, are you the One we expect, or should we look for another?” Jesus’ answer to our question is to heal our lives, and finally to bear our sins upon himself. He doesn’t offer worldly power, but the power of forgiveness and healing.
 We are tempted to use some other power when Jesus doesn’t do what we expect. Are we short of money? Go gamble. Not enough inner peace? Take drugs. Not getting healed right away? Go to a quack healer. Prayers not answered? Try another religion. We do these things because we want our Lord to give us a quick fix. When He doesn’t, we go to someone else.
 Who are you expecting Jesus to be for you?
 He came to change our lives from the inside out. He is the Messiah, the Christ, who gives hope and light to those in dark places. Instead of money and power, He gives healing, peace, and forgiveness, to those who are hurting. Is that the Christ you are expecting? That is the Christ who comes.
