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Sermon for Epiphany I
Romans 12:1-5    Ps. 84:1-4   Luke 2:41-52
 “We, being many, are one body in Christ.”
 Let’s think about our bodies today. Our bodies are truly amazing.The human body is part of God’s awesome creation.  St. Paul says, “Our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function.” So, let’s think about how the parts of our bodies work together. Then we’ll talk about what that means for Jesus’ body, the church.
 Do you remember any of those science fiction movies where people shrink down to microscopic size, and then travel inside a human body? Imagine being so small you can fit inside a tiny blood vessel.
 What’s it like in there? We’re floating along in a clear fluid called plasma. Around us are billions of red cells, white cells, and platelets. It’s like we’re in a giant liquid highway system with red trucks everywhere, some white military vehicles, and a few compact cars called platelets.
 Billions of little red trucks, the red blood cells, rush around transporting supplies of food and oxygen to every department of the body, from lung and heart and liver, to the brain, to muscles, and to fingers. 
 The red cells are transport trucks, and the white blood cells are more like army vehicles driving around the plasma highway. And the platelets are little compact cars that show up when there’s damage.
 Here’s how they work together if something sharp breaks your skin: you start leaking blood. Red blood cells are running out the hole. “Ouch, that hurts,” say the nerve cells as they send up a warning to the brain.
 Immediately, teams of platelets are sent to the hole and glue themselves together to stop the leak. It’s called clotting. 
Platelets are like a family of beavers repairing a broken dam with mud and sticks, at high speed. Then the white cells move into the area like an army to destroy any germs that got in when the skin broke. Up to now, the white cells are shapeless blobs. But when they meet a germ, they cover the germ like a blanket, and kill it.
Your blood has about 50 billion germ-busting white cells, standing guard duty in your blood, ready to hunt and destroy germs. And there are 100 times more of them, in reserve, in your bones. Did you know that?
 We know this: If the cells in our blood don’t work together, we die. That’s why diseases of the blood matter so much, and why medical science works so hard on curing them.
 No one knew much about this until the invention of the microscope by a Dutchman in the 1600’s. But even without a microscope, anyone can figure out that the parts of our body have to work together.

 God designed us so that every part, no matter how tiny, has a job, and they have to work together. 
 Paul says, in today’s reading, “Our bodies have many parts, and each part has a special function. So it is with Christ’s body, the church. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.”
 We are joined together by God in a body, called the church. If we work together, we grow. If we don’t cooperate, the church will die. It’s as simple as that.
 Paul tells us to think of ourselves as important parts of the body. If your job is to be a red blood cell, don’t tell yourself you’re a kidney. And if you really are an eye or an ear, don’t tell yourself you’re just a little toe. He says, “Be honest with yourselves, measuring yourself by the faith God gives you.”

 And who is the brain in this body? It’s Jesus Christ. He is the head of the church. God gives each of us a vital part to play in the body.   Paul says, “Give your body (meaning your whole life) to God, as a living and holy sacrifice.” And let your thinking be Christ’s kind of thinking.
 The world tells us to be greedy and selfish. It says, “Do your own thing, and you’ll be happy!” The world wants to squeeze you into its mould.
  Paul says, “Don’t copy the behaviour and customs of this world. Instead, let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.”
 So, if God has made you a red blood cell, do your job for the sake of the rest of the body. If God has made you a white blood cell or a platelet, then you must cooperate with the blood cells round you. 
 If each of us does what God designs us to do, co-operating with the others around us, then the body works. Paul calls it our spiritual and reasonable worship. God’s work is team work, done God’s way.
 If the church tries the world’s way, it won’t work according to God’s design. So, don’t let the world tell you how to live. Be the person God made you, and live for Christ
  The world says, Do your own thing, and you’ll be happy. It’s not true. God designed us to work as a living part of Christ’s body. Do this, and you will find something deeper than happiness: you will find Christ alive in you. And the church will be a healthy living body.
