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Sermon for Trinity 9
I Corinthians 10:1-17 Psalm 105:39-41 Luke 16:1-10

 Did you just hear that? Jesus wants us to use money, dirty old money, to make friends! What is going on?

 If we listen closely, Jesus does say that. He is telling us to use our worldly resources to benefit others and make friends. Helping other people out with money is just normal practice in the kingdom of God. There’s nothing wrong with using money.
 But is Jesus telling us to be dishonest? Does he want us to be like the dishonest manager in his story? No. He’s telling us to be smart with what we’ve got. 

 Let’s see what we can learn from the story Jesus tells.
 A farm manager is about to be fired. Why is he about to be fired? It’s because he was wasting the farm owner’s money. He “squandered” his master’s goods. Jesus used the same word for the story of the prodigal son, who took his inheritance and wasted it. The prodigal “squandered” what his father gave him.
 So, the manager is being fired for mis-management. But it’s not because he’s stupid. Having been told he’s about to be out of a job, he thinks, “What do I do now?” There’s nothing like a crisis to sharpen up our thinking, is there? 

 He thinks, “Well, I’m going to need friends when I’m out of a job. I’m not strong enough to dig ditches. And I’m too proud to beg. So, here’s what I’ll do. I’ll cook the books. I’ll charge people less than what they owe my boss.” 
 One guy owes 800 gallons of olive oil. He says to him, “Here, take your bill and change it to 400.” He does the same with another, who owes 1000 bushels of wheat. “Change your bill to 800.”

  Did you notice that the guys who owed large amounts went along with this? There are two sides to the story.
 We call this embezzling, taking money out of someone else’s business for our own profit.

 Now comes the surprise in Jesus’ story. The manager still lost his job. He got what he deserved. But the farm owner actually praised him for being smart. The rich man admired the dishonest rascal for being so shrewd.

 At least he used his brains in a crisis. If only he were smarter with his boss’s money before this.
 Jesus says, “The children of this world are shrewder in dealing with the world around them than are the children of the light.”

 So, is the bad manager a good example? Yes, of one thing. Jesus is saying, “Why aren’t we as smart in the care of God’s property as the world is in business?”

 What about us? What do we do when there’s a crisis? We think hard. We get down to serious business. We plan.
 Do we have to wait until everything is going really badly to bring our best effort? Why wait for a crisis?
 The challenge of the hour is to bring our best thinking to the jobs God gives us.
 Can we bring the same boldness and sharp thinking to carrying out God’s plans, like this rascal of a manager?

 This manager is not excused. But look at his boldness. Look at his ability to deal with a crisis. Can we be like that?
 Jesus tells us that there is a lot at stake. We may go to heaven, or we may go to hell, based on daily decisions.

 One key area is how we handle money. That’s as good a place to start. How can we think better, smarter, and more creatively with money?
 How we handle money reveals a lot about us. It reveals our personal priorities, it shows what we care about, and it also shows what we don’t care about at all. 

 We say at the offertory, “All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.”

 That is an amazing thing to say to God. We’re saying, “Everything belongs to you, God. So when I give to you, I’m returning part of what you first gave me.”
 The world says the complete opposite. The world says, “If you’ve got money, it’s yours and nobody else’s. Do what you like. You answer only to yourself.”
 What the Bible teaches is that we are not owners, but managers of what belongs to God. The Bible word is “steward.” And if we manage what belongs to God, then we are accountable to God. 

  This is true of how we handle the gospel itself, and how we share the good news. Paul says that in preaching the gospel, “We are stewards of God’s mysteries. A steward must be found trustworthy.” 
 Jesus often uses lessons from the world to teach about the Kingdom of God. We call them parables.
 In this case, the parable is about a shrewd but dishonest manager. The teaching is this: use what God has given you, boldly and creatively, to benefit others and make friends. Invest in people. Take risks. Be generous.
 John Wesley preached on money, and said, “Gain all you can, and save all you can. Then give all you can…When God, the sole owner of heaven and earth, placed you on this earth, he placed you here not as an owner, but as a steward.”

 How would it change our day tomorrow if we all wore name-tags that said, “Property manager”? If people asked us, “Whose property?” we’d say, “God’s property.”
Would that start some conversations with our neighbours?
 The church has often been called the school of Christ. So let’s call it “management school.” Here we learn management principles, the stewardship of God’s property.     

 The crisis of the church in our day is plain to see: we face decline. Both in the church and in the world, the foundations are being shaken. But God is not short of resources. Our job is to manage what belongs to the Creator, boldly, creatively, and faithfully, even shrewdly.
 After all, its all belongs to God. We’re just managers.
