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Sermon for Trinity 11
I Corinthians 15:1-11    Psalm 51:15-17   Luke 18:9-14
 Churches are full of problems. Problems, problems, problems. Here’s a list from just one church I heard about:
 Who will decide the menu at the church supper? What about latecomers to the supper who don’t get any food?
 What about the church member who’s living with his father’s wife? And no one says anything about it!
  Then there are groups in church that only come when a certain preacher they like is in the pulpit.
 Speaking of leaders, why should we listen to some faraway church leader anyways? Especially when the faraway leader sends someone else to straighten us out? 

 Then, there’s the matter of some people who like to mix other beliefs with Christian belief. Is that allowed?

 What about how we do baptisms and Holy Communion? Everybody seems to like worship their own way. Some people want speaking in tongues, some want prophecies. No one wants peace and order. Come early, come late, come whenever!
 And then there’s the way some people dress for church. Casual, traditional, no one can agree.
 We won’t even go into the proper attitude for Christian giving of money. We’d be here for hours. 
 There’s one final confusing issue, and it’s a big one. It’s the question of what happens after we die.

 What a list of problems. And that’s just from one church! 
 That one church was in a city in ancient Greece called Corinth. The apostle Paul planted a church there by preaching about Jesus Christ. The baby church acted like a big baby a lot of the time. It had a lot of growing up to do. Paul’s letters to Corinth address problem after problem. The answers all point to Christ.
 One thing stands out from these letters: the gospel of Jesus Christ clashed with a culture that had all kinds of beliefs.
 The baby church had to outgrow some of those beliefs. For instance, people were used to going to the local pagan temple to ask the pagan god for favours they needed.
 Paul had to say, “There’s only one God, folks. Now that you know Christ, no more pagan gods for you.”  
 Another attitude in pagan Corinth was, if it feels good, do it. They believed that sex isn’t something to worry about. Just do your own thing. Sound familiar?
 Paul walked into this, preached the gospel, planted a church, and helped the baby church with every one of the problems mentioned: church suppers, money, sex, pagan beliefs, how to worship, you name it.
 Paul saved the blockbuster issue for last: what happens to us after we die. This was a huge problem for them.
 What did the pagan Greeks believe? They believed that after you die, your soul goes to heaven. No more body. The idea of a new body made little sense to the Greeks. By the way, that Greek belief is as persistent as dandelions. 
 So, when Paul preached in Greece about Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, and the resurrection of our bodies, they didn’t get it at first.
 “Oh, come on, Paul,” they said. “Everybody knows that bodies aren’t needed after we die. It’s our souls that matter. Don’t be an idiot.”
 So, Paul repeats what he first preached to them:
“Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news I preached to you. You welcomed it, and you took your stand on it. It’s the good news that saves you, 

If you hang on firmly to the message I told you, unless you believed it in vain.
For I delivered to you the most important thing of all. It     was passed on to me by eyewitnesses of Jesus. Here it is: Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures; he was buried; he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures; and he appeared to Peter, then to the twelve. After that he was seen by about 500 people at once, most of who are still around to tell about it.”
  All the apostles preached the same message. The same message was passed on by eyewitnesses to Jesus’ death and resurrection. We say it in the Nicene and Apostles Creeds.   We also say, “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.” This is the good news. It has never changed.
 But the baby church in Corinth was confused by beliefs about death in their own culture. The resurrection made no sense to them because of their belief system.
 Paul said to them, “How can some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead?” 
 So, like a grade school teacher doing review, Paul goes over the ABC’s of Christian belief: after Christ died for our sins, he was buried, rose again on the third day, and appeared to many people. After we believe this, we stand on it, we are saved by it, and we live by it. And then at Christ’s return, we will be raised with new bodies.
 To Corinth, these are new concepts.
 There’s a critical issue here: our bodies matter to God.
 Our physical bodies die, of course. But when the Lord returns, God will give us new bodies in heaven.
 So, yes, our souls go to heaven, but that’s only part of what happens. Our souls will be given new bodies, just like Jesus. That’s the resurrection of the dead.
 That means that our new life in Christ isn’t just about “saving souls.” It’s about both: body and soul.
 Paul told the folks at Corinth, right in the middle of talking about their confusion about sexual sins, “Our bodies are meant for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord, and will also raise us by his power. Don’t you know that your bodies are actually parts of Christ’s body?” Our bodies really matter to God!
 Healing bodies matters. Feeding people matters. What we do sexually matters. Paul said, “Don’t you realize that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself. For God bought you with a high price. So you must honour God with your body.”
 Problems like this persist in the church today. As Paul worked out each problem, he showed them how Jesus Christ who died and rose is the answer.
 So, to a church with multiple problems, there are answers. All those answers point to Jesus Christ. That’s good news.
