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Sermon for Trinity 21
Ephesians 6:10-20   Psalm 114:1-4   John 4:46-54

 Once again, we are with Paul in a prison cell. Paul has been called a jailbird preacher. 
 The guard has just come and gone with Paul’s meal. Paul talked with him, as Paul talks to everyone about the life- changing gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 After the guard is gone, Paul is thoughtful. While he talked with the guard, he noticed the Roman guard’s uniform. Paul had seen many soldiers in his time. In jails, on ships, and marching in formation along the great Roman roads, the same roads that Paul and the other evangelists walked to go around the Roman Empire with the gospel.
 You know the saying “All roads lead to Rome”? Paul’s last road led to a prison cell right in mighty Rome itself.
 Alone again, Paul picks up his pen and ink and parchment. He is getting near the end of his scroll. He has told the church at Ephesus about the greatness of Christ’s victory over the dark powers of the universe. How can Paul now tell his friends how God’s power is at work for them? 

 Paul writes: “A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on all of God’s armour so that you will be able to stand firm against all the strategies of the devil. For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against the evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. 
 “Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armour so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle, you will be able to stand firm.”

 Paul thinks of the fierce battles he and his fellow Christians are fighting on many fronts: opposition to the gospel, and attacks on Christians by Satan. Fiery arrows of persecution, evil plans, and traps set by the devil are the daily lot of committed believers. 

 Paul thinks of the armour of God in the Old Testament. Isaiah 59 says that God “put on righteousness as a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on his head.”
 Paul pictures a Roman soldier in full battle gear. What about all the pieces of God’s armour? What if every believer is protected by God’s armour?
 So, Paul writes, “Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth, and the body armour of God’s righteousness. For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News, so that you will be fully prepared. In every situation, take up the shield of faith, to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”

 Paul saw Roman soldiers on the day of battle, fully equipped. In a battle, Roman soldiers were trained to stand shoulder to shoulder, and not to break ranks. If they fought together, a Roman Legion was unbeatable.

 One reason was their armour. 

 The Roman soldier wore a heavy armoured belt, and a leather and metal breastplate, what we call body armour.
 For the long marches and for battle, combat boots were necessary. On a rough battleground, you don’t have time to watch where your feet are going.

 The battle shield of the Roman combat soldier was huge, a curved 4 or 5 foot wooden leather-covered shield. Before a battle, the leather was soaked with water, so that flaming arrows would fizzle out.

 In battle, the Legion would stand in close formation, shield to shield, spears out front, in a formation called a phalanx. Each shield overlapped the others, creating an armoured roof. As long as they stood in formation, it was like an armoured personnel carrier, on legs.

 Helmets protected the head, neck, and face. Finally, there was the short sword, used for hand-to-hand combat. 

 For Paul, this full armour of the Roman Legion is like the armour that every Christian puts on. God supplies all that is needed: his truth as a belt, his righteousness as body armour, the boots of the gospel that go everywhere, faith as a strong shield that makes the devil’s fiery arrows fizzle out, God’s salvation as a helmet, and the Bible as the sword of the Spirit, the word of God.

 God gives us his armour. So we are not talking about our own strength of character, or our own moral goodness. The strongest Christian can be overwhelmed. It is spiritual armour, for the spiritual battle we wage.
 Paul says, “Be strong in the LORD.”                          Imagine God handing out his armour to you every day.
 God gives us his truth, his righteousness, his gospel, faith in him, his salvation, and his word in the Bible.
 By the way, this armour is not for attacking people, but for our spiritual defence. Paul says,
 “We wrestle not against enemies of flesh and blood, but against the principalities and powers, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness.”

 Paul makes it clear that our enemies are not other people. He says the real enemy is spiritual forces that want to take us down. That’s why at the end, he says, “Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert, and be persistent in your prayers for believers everywhere.”

 Does your life feel like a daily battle? Do you sometimes feel like you are under attack by temptation, or oppression? Are you ever tempted to give up when things get rough?
 Alone, we are easy to pick off. Who’s got your back if you go into battle alone? Standing shoulder to shoulder, like the Roman soldiers, the church can withstand any attack. 

 With the armour of God, we’re not defenceless against the devil and his schemes. In Christ, we are more than conquerors. So, put on the gospel armour, every day.
 Here is the good news: we go into the battle of life knowing the war against evil has already been won. Christ has the victory already. He defeated the power of sin and the power of death, once and for all.

 Knowing all this, we can take our stand. And when the final battle is over, we will be found still standing, shoulder to shoulder, with all the saints who have fought the good fight, because we wear the whole armour of God.
