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Sermon for Trinity 18
I Corinthians 1:4-8    Psalm 122:6-9    Mark 12:28-37
 I have something to tell you:
 I am grateful to God for you. I am full of thanks for what Christ has done for you. I really like the way the Holy Spirit has gifted you.
 Ever since you heard the gospel preached, and you believed it, and you were filled with the Holy Spirit, it has been great to see what God is doing here.
 You’re not short of anything you need to be Christians. Everything is in place for you to be a great church. In fact, God has made you rich in Christ. 
 You’ve got everything you need right now, while you’re waiting for the day of Jesus Christ, the final day. He is getting you ready for his return.
 When he comes back, you’ll see how he removed your sins. Even if you go wrong now, if you trust in him, he will wipe away all that stands between you and God. In fact, he’s already done that for you on the cross.
 It’s a stated fact, Christ died for your sins. He has them covered, by his blood.

 So, you have nothing to fear on the day of judgement. You can look forward to the day when you meet our Lord Jesus Christ, face to face.
 I know how reliable and faithful God is, every day, every hour. And God will be faithful right up the very day Jesus returns. 
 When did we hear that before? Paul said that first to the church in Corinth. We heard it in our epistle reading.  

 Now we can hear it, too, as fresh words for us.
 It’s like a little refresher course in Christians basics.
 Jesus in today’s gospel goes over some basics with a scribe who asks, “Which is the greatest commandment?”
 And Jesus’ answer is simple: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all of your mind, and with all your strength. And, you shall love your neighbour as yourself.”

 That pretty much covers everything. There are no greater commandments. A four year old could start here, live a whole life as a Christian, from day one to their last day.
 It’s basic. And the teaching about Christ is basic, too. The main thing is to make the main thing the main thing.

 It’s easy to get caught up in minor things. If we’re not careful, we will major in minors.
 If we go back to square one, and hear what Christ has done for us that is a starting point for everything else. 

 Like the kickoff at a football game, or the opening notes in Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, there is real starting point for us. And just as there is a final note in a symphony, and a final whistle at a football game, there is a real end coming.
 Most of the time we look at our own lives as the entire story we are living, but if we see our life stories inside God’s big story, it really helps. We already know the beginning of the story. It’s the Creation. And we know the end of the story, and it’s good! God’s story has a happy ending.
  So when Paul talks to the church in Corinth, he starts with basics. He goes back to square one. Paul will have plenty of tough things to say to the church. But when he starts, he thanks God for them. There is plenty going on in that church for which he is not thankful, since it was a church full of troubles. But he starts his letter by thanking God. 

 When Paul says, “I thank God for the grace of God which he has given you by Christ Jesus,” he means that every good thing that comes to them is because of Jesus.
 What is grace? Grace is God’s loving action on our behalf, and Jesus is God’s grace in a human being.  

 The very word “grace” means gift. Grace is a gift we don’t deserve. We don’t pay our way with God. It’s the other way around. God enriches us. We are rich in Christ.
 It’s easy to be confused if somebody tells you, “You are rich in Christ.” 

 Look up the word “rich’ in the Bible and you get phrases like, “riches of his glory,” and, “God, being rich in mercy.” You find “the immeasurable riches of his grace.” Or this one, “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!” (By the way, that’s how to do a word study. Choose a word, look it up, and discuss it. Word study is a great way to do Bible study in a group.)
 So, when Paul says to the church, “in every way you have been enriched by him,” does he mean money?

 No, he’s talking about gifts of God, like gifts of the Holy Spirit. He’s talking about grace, free grace, and God’s gift.
 The church at Corinth liked to see gifted people, especially smart people with the gift of the gab. Paul sort of turns that around and says, “You have been made rich in Christ, in all speech and in all knowledge.” So even the way we speak about Christ is a gift.
 Knowing Christ is a gift. A rich gift. We didn’t have knowledge of Christ before someone told us about him. Knowledge and speech about Jesus Christ isn’t a natural gift we’ve got on our own. 

 Once Christ is preached, the Holy Spirit does the work. 

 To the mostly pagan people in Corinth, Jesus was now the answer to their burning questions: “Who are we? Where are we going in this life? Who will help us?”
 People were tired of the old gods and goddesses. Into this world stepped Jesus. The Messiah, Israel’s true King, turns out to be the true King for the whole world. This is the good news Paul can’t keep to himself.

 So, when Paul talks to a church, he starts at square one. He goes back to basics.  Paul has in front of him God’s big story that all our little stories fit into. 
 And Jesus takes us back to square one: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all of your mind, and with all your strength; and love your neighbour as yourself. There are no greater commandments. 
 Do this and you will live.
