
 
 

 
 

 

Glad Tidings 

 

  September 2020 

Firs t  R eformed Church ,  Vo lga ,  SD  

“I bring you glad tidings of great joy…” 

 
Continuing Down the Roman Road 
 
We are more than half-way through the book, but we still have a ways to go in Ro-
mans. Here is what we have for the next month.  
 
  

 September 6—   On the Labor Day weekend, we will look at the discussion of 
Romans 9 concerning God’s choices. 

 
 September 13—Sunday School kicks off this week with classes for all ages. That 

means we will be commissioning our teachers. We will also be offering nursery 
once again and Pastor Dave plans to have children’s messages again. A praise 
team will lead the singing time. We will look at our obligation to 
love the lost from Romans 9-10. 

 
 September 20—From Romans 11, we will consider the importance 

of Christians being humble about their salvation.  We will also     
celebrate three of our young people professing their faith: Layson 
Lucas, Marika Vander Wal and Preston Vander Wal. 

 
 

Continuing Down the Romans Road      (continued from front page) 

 

 September 27 — A praise team will lead our worship time. We will also turn a 
corner in the book of Romans as Paul begins to look at the practical implications of 
the gospel in Romans 12. As part of the service, we will also take a brief tour of our 
website. 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive Set for September 30 
Although we have been following a twice-a-year schedule for Red Cross Blood Drives 
(June and December), we are adding to that schedule because the Red Cross has lost 
some of its normal sites due to the COVID-19 virus. On Wednesday, September 30,  we 
will be hosting another blood drive from noon to 6 p.m. 
If you would like to donate blood, please sign up for a time at redcrossblood.org (and 
enter VOLGA in the search box.) 
Also, if you are able to help with hospitality for this, please contact Shirley Van Duyn. 
We need volunteers to check people in and serve snacks after they donate. 
Instead of the 3-hour time block we had in the past, we will need people for (3)            
2-hour blocks, which means we need six volunteers. 
 

REMINDER about Hy-Vee Receipts 
If you turn in Hy-Vee (Brookings only) receipts to the basket along the north wall in 
the fellowship hall, you can be part of a MESA fund-raiser. When we have $150,000 
worth of receipts, Hy-Vee will donate $1,000 toward a MESA project yet to be deter-
mined. As of August 25, we have collected $99,652.88. Thank you for helping! 
 

Words to the Song Kay Christianson Wrote and Sang for Us On-line 
The following are words to the song Kay wrote and sang on-line and we enjoyed      
listening on-line on August 9 (thanks to modern technology and capable technicians) 
it worked! 
1. Have you ever known the Lord in your soul, 2. Born of Mary He came down from above, 
Do you call Him Jesus and give Him control,  To fill our hearts and souls with His great love 
He will give you love and joy and peace within, He’ll forgive our sins if we but ask His grace 
So just love Him, serve Him and you will win So just love Him, serve Him and you will win. 
For He is Jesus the son of God.   You’ll come to Jesus face to face. 

 
   3. He came to earth to die on man’s cruel cross, 
   If you reject Him, it will be your great loss, 
   You will lose the love and joy and peace within, 
   So just love Him, serve Him and you will win - 
   For He is Jesus, the Son of God! 

  



                                                                                                                                       
      The following members needed medical care recently and               
 appreciate your prayers: 
 

 
 Bernita Kooima—chemotherapy 
 Dawn Lucas—chemotherapy 
 Jodi Koerner—chemotherapy 
 Sue Feltis—knee surgery 
 Donald Langland—tumor operation 
 
 

 Sympathy 
We extend our sympathy to the following members: 

 Michelle and Gene Bjorklund and family on the death of Michelle’s father,                
 Ed Huslebus 
 Josh and Hollie Moldenhauer on the death of Josh’s father, Michael Moldenhauer 
 

 
 
Ladies—You Are Invited to Discuss the Book of Hebrews 
If you are interested in an afternoon Bible study discussion on the book of Hebrews, please 
contact Marion Mulder.  We usually meet the second Thursday of the month beginning at 1:30 
p.m in the church building.  

 
  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Looking Back Ten Years……….   2010!! 
 Consistory works on transition issues upon Pastor Bob’s upcoming retirement    
 “Train up a Child” was the inspiration theme of Gifts for the Children Program 

when nine babies/young children were enrolled  
 Troy Kooima was present for our Sunday School Kick Off bringing a testimony 

and musical inspiration 
 FRC members served a meal at the Banquet on September 24 
 
 

Highlights of Last Month 
 Because of the pandemic, we had to do some extra planning to figure out how to 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper with minimal contact between people. On August 
16, the elders let people come up one row at a time. Once they got to the front, 
they could take a piece of bread, which were on toothpicks, and then a cup from 
the tray, partake and return back to their seat. 

 Michelle Vande Weerd was appointed to the Library Committee. She will be 
working on a spreadsheet of the books we have in the library, which we will put 
on our website (which you can check on your computer at home or on your 
smart phone anywhere). That way you will be able to find books you want to 
read. 

 Kay Christianson sang a song she wrote many years ago at the August 9 service. 
She had put in on-line and we watched it on our screen. 

 Preston Vander Wal was appointed to the group that runs the projection system 
on Sunday morning. He replaces Baylea Lucas who is now a student at USD. 

 Jaxson Vande Weerd, son of James and Missy Vande Weerd was baptized on   
August 16. Because of the COVID-19 virus, this baptism was held after church, 
but earlier, during the service, the congregation still made their baptismal vows.  

 
 

Church Library Books 
 
As we continue to add books and videos to the church library, 
the committee would like to hear your recommendations. 
Please share your suggestions with VernaMae Van Maanen, 
Susan Vander Wal or Michelle Vande Weerd.  
 

Upcoming Task Force Meetings 
August 30—Education Task Force after the morning service 
September 16—Consistory 
September 22—Worship Task Force 



Sunday School Starts Up September 13 
 

With schools starting up in the area, we thought it good to get Sunday School going 
again, starting on September 13. 
As before, Sunday School for the children begins with singing in the sanctuary led by 
Nichole Franklin and the Clapps. 
 

There are classes for all ages, with the adults having two options:  (1) in the consistory 
room, a class will be discussing the book Speaking Wisely by Poppy Smith, (2) in the 
sanctuary, Pastor Dave will lead a  discussion each week on Your Divine Design, a video 
by Chip Ingram on spiritual gifts.  
 

If you are hesitant about sending your child(ren) to Sunday School because of virus 
concerns, please let your child’s teacher know and they can make sure you get the     
papers for the class each week.  
 

Here is a list of who will be staffing Sunday School this year: 
Superintendent: Ruth Peters 
Assistant Superintendent: Polly Vander Wal 
Rover Subs: Laura Hove, Michelle Vande Weerd 
 

Preschool—Ruth Landegent; Substitute-Melissa Olson 
K-1st Grade—Susan Vander Wal; Substitute-Melissa Olson 
2nd-3rd Grade—Michelle Vander Wal, Ellie Koerner 
4th-5th Grade – Marie Schmit, Angie Warne 
Middle School—Justin Olson, John Sapp 
High School—Dean and Polly Vander Wal; Substitute Don Jones 
 
 

Task Force Chairs and Members 
 
It is that time of year again when we need to begin the process of    
preparing for the 2021 budget year.  
Susan would like the proposed budgets back by Sunday, September 
27. 
 
 

  
  

Youth Group to Resume Under New Leadership: Kelly Vander Wal 
We are happy to report that the youth group has a new leader this coming year, 
Kelly Vander Wal. Thank to the Youth Leadership Committee that has been meeting 
since spring (Jason Hove, Marie Schmit, Don Jones, Pastor Dave, Melissa Olson, John 
Sapp and Preston Vander Wal) in helping line this up. 
 

The youth groups for this next year will follow a schedule similar to that of the     
last few years with most meetings on Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. Usually the first 
Wednesday will be for our high school students only (just not this month), the    
second Wednesday for middle school only, and then the fourth Wednesday for both 
high school and middle school together.  
Watch your bulletin and newsletter for any changes to this general schedule. 
 

For the month of September: 
 September 9—Middle School 
 September 23—Both high school and middle school 
 October 7—High School 
 October 14—Middle School 
 October 28—Both high school and middle school 
 

We hope all students can come to these meetings and they are encouraged to bring 
their friends. 
 

Moving Toward Sunday Morning Normalcy on September 13 
The church has had to go through a number of changes because of COVID-19 virus, 
but, barring a sudden outbreak in the community, we are hoping to make a few 
more moves toward normalcy. 
 We hope to begin nursery depending on if we have enough volunteers to staff 

the nursery. We will be following the list of volunteers we had used before 
unless you contact the church office and wish to have your name removed (or 
added!) 

 Pastor Dave will begin to have children’s messages and at that time, we will also 
encourage children to come forward with their offerings that they can put in 
the container up front before the children’s message begins. 

 We hope to restart fellowship time after the worship service in the fellowship 
hall as well. It worked quite well in August to have coffee available under the 
carport, but in the fall, we will move back to indoor fellowship.  


