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We model Jesus’ radical love by embracing all. Created in God’s image, you  
are welcome at Christ’s table with us regardless of your ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, marital status, age, ability, or life circumstances.  

A Reconciling in  

Christ Congregation 

4117 Terrace Drive  • Omaha, NE 68134  •  402-571-1622  •  www.HCLChurch.com 

United by Christ, we reflect God’s love 
through joyful service to all people. 

CROSS CURRENTS 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church Newsletter 

Sunday Schedule 
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11:00 am 

Sunday School 9:45 am 
Adult Forum 9:45 am 

 

December 1—Advent 1—Hanging of the Greens 
 One Worship Service 9:30 am 
 No Sunday School or Adult Forum  

 

December 8—Advent 2—Isaiah of the Exile 
        Isaiah 40:1-11  Mark 1:1-4 

Adult Forum — TBA  

 

December 15—Advent 3—Zechariah’s Song 
 Luke 1:5-13 [14-25] 57-80 
 Adult Forum — TBA  

 

December 22—Advent 4—”A Cappella Christmas” Cantata 
Adult Forum — TBA 
 

December 29—Beginning of Good News 
 Mark 1:1-20 Psalm 91:9-12 
 No Adult Forum or Sunday School 

 
 
 

Wednesday Evening Schedule  
 

6:00 pm   King’s Kids Choir 
6:00 pm   Confirmation Part 1 

6:30 pm   Advent Worship 
7:05 pm   Confirmation Part 2 

7:05 pm   Radical Ringers 
7:05 pm    Youth Group 

(No Wednesday Evening December 25 or January 1  
Wednesday Programing resumes January 8) 
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Share the Joy of Christmas!! 
Advent is here, which means Christmas is just around the corner! As 
always, there are many opportunities at Holy Cross for you to 
experience the joy of the season and to center on the wonder of 
God’s gift to the world. We encourage you to invite others to the 
events listed below.  
 
 

Hanging of the Greens 
Sunday, December 1  at 9:30 am 

You are invited to help decorate church for the Advent season. 
During the worship service, we will decorate the tree and the rest of 
the Sanctuary. After the service, we will finish decorating the rest of 
the church building by hanging wreaths, setting the poinsettia tree 
up and other traditions. Please plan on joining your church family to 
help ready the church for the coming Messiah.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Advent Worship Services  

We will have Wednesday evening Advent worship services 
December 4, 11, and 18, from 6:30 - 7:00 pm.   
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Pop Machine  

We have a pop machine 

located in the Sunday 

School wing hallway. 

Besides soda options, 

there is also a 100% 

Juice option. All 

beverages cost 50 cents. 

Please remember to 

recycle your empty cans 

or bottles. 

 

Community Christmas Celebration 
Sunday, December 8 

5:00 to 7:00 pm 
 

It’s a Chili, Cinnamon Rolls, Crafts, and Singing Carols kind-of-a-
night!  Children and adults alike will have the opportunity to 
make Christmas crafts while the rest of the family enjoys chili,  
cinnamon rolls, decorating cookies, and singing carols.  This 
free event for the community hosted by Holy Cross takes place 
from 5:00 pm-7:00 pm.   
 
We are looking for donations of your delicious chili and 
cinnamon rolls for that night.  A sign-up sheet is available in the 
Narthex.  This is a community event and will be advertised as 
such.  Invited your friends.  Invite your neighbors.  Invite your 
community!  
 

 
 

Christmas Eve Worship Schedule 
Tuesday, December 24 

4:00 pm Family–friendly Christmas Eve Worship Service 
 

8:30 pm Traditional Candlelight Service 
(Communion at both services) 
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December 8 Music for Community Meal 

Wouldn’t it be nice to present our musical and theatrical talent as guests 
and members come to share a community meal?  That could be YOU!  
During the 5-7:00 pm event on Sunday, December 8, there will be 
continuous music (or readings of Christmas poems, stories, etc.)  There will 
be caroling and ringing of the bells by the Carolon Bell Choir.  No audition 
is required.  I just need the name of your piece and if you are singing, 
playing, or reading.  A sign-up sheet is now available in the Narthex.  (5th 
grade and under performers will play at the 5-5:30 pm slot.)  

 

 
 

 
Musically yours, 
 
Becky Jones  

The PrayGround  

The PrayGround is on 
the south side of our 
Sanctuary and is 
intended for children  
pre-school and under to 
have their own space to 
enjoy worship. We 
encourage parents 
whose children are in the 
PrayGround to sit on that 
side of the Sanctuary so 
they can supervise.  

Holy Cross  

Tee-Shirts  
Tee-Shirts are available 

for purchase. Each shirt 

is $10. Please ask any 

staff member for 

assistance. 

Christmas Cantata 

Sunday, December 22 at 8:30 and 11:00 am 

Sunday, December 22, 2019, the Chancel Choir, Carolon Bell 
Choir, Middle School/High School Bell Choir, and Children of Holy 
Cross Lutheran present “A Cappella Christmas Cantata” by Larry 
Nickel.  Each piece gives a unique rendition of the Christmas story 
from ancient prophesy.  Texts include scripture and, also, poetry 
by George Herbert. The cantata can be heard in worship at both 
the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. services with the children joining at 11:00 
a.m. with voices and chimes.  Come, celebrate with us! 
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Junior High 

Confirmation Schedule 

December 4: The Bible 
December 11: Christmas Party 
December 18: Pantry Prep 
December 25: Christmas Break 
 

Middle School Gathering We have 9 junior high youth signed up to 
attend the Nebraska Synod Middle School Gathering from January 
11-12 at Carol Joy Holling. Please watch your emails for 
transportation information coming mid-late December!  

Senior High 

This year in youth group, we are focusing on REST. High School can 
be overwhelming, busy, and just plain tiring. Homework, sports, 
tests, reading, college applications—the demands seem never 
ending, and it can get stressful and hard to deal with sometimes. 
Each Wednesday will be a chance for us to check in with one 
another, have conversations about where God is in the midst of all 
the chaos, and maybe even participate in restful, mindful activities 
and exercises to calm our minds and hearts.  

 

On December 11, we will be making another meal for the youth at 
Youth Emergency Services. 

 

Opportunities to Serve 

Food Pantry—Dec 7 & Dec 19: Our food pantry serves the 
community the 1st Saturday and 3rd Thursday of every month, and 
they could use your help! If you have a couple free hours from 
8:00—10:00 am on Dec 7 or 5:00-7:00 pm on Dec 19, come by 
church to lend a hand! You can sign up to help on the back wall of 
the Narthex.  

Worship Assistants:  If you are interested in living your faith by 
helping lead worship on Sunday mornings, please chat with Kelsey! 
We would love to have our youth serve as Assisting Ministers, 
Communion Assistants, Greeters, Readers, and Projection. 

Centering Prayer 
Group 

Wednesdays   
1:40-3:00 pm  

 
Centering Prayer is a 

method to move beyond 

conversation with Christ, 

to Communion with 

Christ, and to hear His 

voice speak to us. This is 

a time of quiet listening 

and a short video. This is 

a practice that through 

listening to the Word of 

God, we can open our 

minds and our hearts to 

the Voice of God. The 

Centering Prayer Group  

meets in the Youth Room 

each Wednesday, 1:40—

3:00 pm.  
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“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be 
called children of God; and that is what we are.” 

-1 John 3:1 
 

Sunday School Schedule 
December 1: No Sunday School—Hanging of the Greens 

December 8: Comfort, Comfort My People 
December 15: Returning from Exile 

December 22: The Birth of John the Baptist 
 

Sunday School Offering 
Our church is in the midst of conversations about immigrants, 
refugees and what we can do to help welcome them. This year, 
our Sunday School offering will be going to Lutheran Family 
Services to aid in Refugee Reception and Placement.  
 
Nebraska’s refugee population has mainly come from Southeast 
Asia and Vietnam, the former Soviet Union, Bosnia, the Middle 
East and Africa. LFS helps resettle these refugees in Omaha and 
Lincoln.  
 
Thank you in advance for your offering to Lutheran Family 
Services! 

Holy Cross Midweek 
R & R Schedule 

 
6:00-6:25 pm   
Confirmation (6th-8th) 
 
6:00-6:25 pm   
King's Kids Choir (Pre-k-5th) 
 
6:30-7:00 pm Youth Worship 
(All are welcome) 
 
7:05-7:30 pm  
Confirmation (6th-8th) 
 
7:05-7:30 pm  
Radical Ringers (K-5th) 
 
7:05-8:00 pm  
Youth Group (9th-12th) 
 
(No Midweek R&R December 
25 or January 1. We will 
resume programing January 8) 
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Day-End   
Dough-Nation  

Program 
Holy Cross is fortunate 

to participate in the Day-

End Dough-Nation 

Program. We pick-up 

unsold bakery products 

each week. The bakery 

products are then used in 

our food pantry. We are 

proud that Holy Cross is 

a participant in this 

program. Kudos to 

Panera for not disposing 

of the unsold product, 

but rather giving it to 

people who need it. 

A special note of thanks 

to the owners of the 

Great Harvest Bread Co. 

for their generous 

donation of our 

communion bread. This is 

part of their ministry to 

several area churches in 

return for our faithful 

prayers for them and 

their employees. 

Dear Holy Cross Members, 
It is with appreciation that I write to 
thank you for your support with the 
donations of bread, pastries, and Family 
Fare receipts delivered to Project Hope, 
Inc. during the month of October. These 

items provide much needed aid to families who come to us for 
assistance and hope. 
Your generosity allows us to serve the hungry and those in need 
during difficult times. 
Blessings to you, 
Veda Keebler—Executive Director—Project Hope, Inc. 
 

Dear Friends, 
Thank you for your generous gift to Lutheran World Relief’s Quilt 
and Kit Shipping Fund! Your donation ensures that LWR Quilts and 
Kits get into the hands of a person who needs it. 
With your help, we have delivered Quilts and Kits to families in 
Mozambique whose communities were utterly ravaged by Cyclone 
Idai. For refugee families, your gift means so much.  
On behalf of LWR, our partners and those we serve together, please 
accept my heartfelt thanks once more for your gift and all that it will 
do. 
Warm Regards, 
Ambassador Daniel Speckhard— 
President and CEO of Lutheran World Relief 
 

Dear Holy Cross Family, 
I cannot thank you enough for the wonderful surprise celebration on 
Reformation Sunday to commemorate the 15 year anniversary of my 
ordination.  I was completely overwhelmed by the kind words 
spoken and by the many, beautiful cards and letters I received.  In 
addition to all of that, the extreme generosity you showed to me and 
my family through your monetary gifts was so completely 
unexpected and so greatly appreciated.   The money has been a 
tremendous help to us – thank you. 
Most of all, I want to thank all of you for being such a loving and 
supportive church family.  I have loved being a part of this 
community the past two years and am so grateful for the 
opportunity to be a part of the wonderful ministry here at Holy 
Cross. 
Peace, 
Pastor Heather Grell 
 

High School Youth of Holy Cross, 
My name is Maren Larsen and I am the Mentor & Volunteer 
Coordinator with Youth Emergency Services. I would like to thank 
you for the meal you donated to our Street Outreach Center last 
week. Because of you, fifty youth were able to receive a meal. Thank 
your or your generosity. 
Maren Larsen—Youth Emergency Services 
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The Holy Cross Food Pantry is December 7 from 8:00 until 10:00 
am and December 19 from 5:00 until 7:00 pm. Volunteers and 
coupons from the weekly newspaper ads are needed! Contact 
Dave Magnuson at davemagnuson@cox.net. 

 General Donation Needs: family size cereal, saltine crackers, 
pasta in a can, pasta sauce, stewed tomatoes, tomato sauce, 
mandarin oranges, peaches, fruit cocktail, pineapple and juice. 

 Volunteers needed to help out during the pantry. Please see 
below for information on signing up to volunteer. 

Holy Cross Food Pantry envelopes are also available in the pew 
pockets for monetary donations.  

We are now using Sign-Up Genius to help coordinate our Pantry 
Volunteer shifts. Here is the link to sign up to volunteer—  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4BA8AD2BA13-
pantry 

Questions? Contact Dave Magnuson at davemagnuson@cox.net 
or Kelley Kennedy at office@hclchurch.com.  Thank you! 

Table Grace Café 

nourishes hungry bodies 

and souls, and is 

supported by Holy Cross 

and other ELCA 

congregations. Table 

Grace serves great food 

to anybody who walks in 

their door, with no set 

prices, and no cash 

register! Patrons are 

instead asked to make a 

donation and encouraged 

to be generous. Diners 

who cannot pay may 

instead perform chores 

for the café. Table Grace 

also offers an internship.  

Those who enroll 

complete a two-week 

course in restaurant 

services and are then 

given job placement 

assistance. Table Grace 

also caters, so if your 

group wants to offer food 

for an event, please give 

them a call. We 

encourage everybody to 

stop by for lunch once in 

a while! Table Grace is 

located downtown at 

1611 Farnam St., and 

they’re open Mon. – Sat. 

from 11:00 am to 2:00 

pm.  

Did you know that in the month of November, our food pantry 
served a total of 127 families with 467 individuals.  WOW!  
Thank you to everyone for making the month of November a 
success!   
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Lutheran Disaster Response  (LDR)- Hurricane Dorian  
Hurricane Dorian has hit with devastating force, leading to major damage and a growing number of 
deaths in the Bahamas. With your support, LDR can provide survivors with immediate relief and can 
accompany them on the long road to recovery. Your gifts designated for “Hurricane response” will be 
used entirely (100%) for direct response until it is complete.  
 

Men’s Book Study 
  

The Men’s Book Study meets the 2nd Tuesday each month at 7:15 pm. We are reading “The Apostle: 
A Life of Paul” by John Pollock. For information, contact Mike McDonald at 402-598-3384 or 
mike.mcdonald@cox.net 

Recycle your Christmas Lights!  

Do you have old strings of Christmas lights that no longer work? We can recycle them! Throughout 
December and early January, we will have a bin for old strings of lights. We will take the strings to 

Scrap Central which provides recycling at no cost. Coming in January, we are planning an electronic 
recycling drop-off day. More details coming soon. 

Annual Meeting date and reports due date 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church will meet Sunday, January 26, 2020, at 12:45 pm in the Fellowship Hall 
for our Annual Meeting. There will be a quick lunch served at 12:00 noon before the meeting.  
Childcare will be provided during the meeting. If you lead a committee or organization, please get 
your report for the Annual Report to the church office, preferably by email (office@hclchurch.com), by 
Sunday, January 12. The packet of reports will be available Sunday, January 19.  

December Book Drive 
We are collecting new books for children and youth to give away at the December Food Pantry on 
December 19. Please drop off your donations by December 18.  

Little Free Library & Little Free Pantry Thrivent Action Team Projects 
Plans are underway to construct a Little Free Library and a Little Free Pantry to place outside in front 
of Holy Cross. These structures will give us another way to reach out to our neighborhood. On 
Sunday, December 1, after worship, we will be gathering to work on these two projects. All are 
welcome to join us.  
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Council 
 

 

Alicia Glesne 
   President    
   Term: 2017-2019 
 

Chris Hancock 
   Finance Committee 
   Term: 2017-2019 
 

Josi Lawton 
   Property Committee 
   Term: 2017-2019 
 

Jerry Wajda 
   Vice President 
   Term: 2017-2019 
 

Tracey Duke2  
    Council Secretary 
   Term: 2018-2020 
 

Eric Gitt 
  Endowment/Memorial Gifts 
  Term: 2018-2020 
 

Lindsey Kreber 
   Fellowship Committee 
   Term: 2018-2020 
 

Dennis Schwieger  
   Property Committee 
   Term: 2018-2020 
 

Sarah Duncan 
   Food pantry 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Alan Gift 
   Outreach 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Kelli Joseph 
   Outreach 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Elizabeth Yearwood 
   Publicity Committee 
   Term: 2019-2021 
 

Barb Kay#  
   Treasurer 
   Council Appointed 
 

Ed Krueger#  
   Financial Secretary 
   Council Appointed 
 

 

# Non-Voting Member 
2 Serving 2nd Consecutive Term 

Which God Shall We Elect?  

Loren Mead says he often asks this question in many church 
audiences across America: “Are you rich?” 
 

“The usual audience response is denial. ‘Raise your hand if you are 
rich.’ Most hands stay down, and only slowly and reluctantly, one 
by one they go up. Some refuse to participate. 
 

“Objectively the question should be easy to answer. I have never 
asked the question in any 
audience in which every person present is not rich. Some are 
absurdly rich in comparison to 99 percent of those in the world. 
And others, just by being Americans, are probably better off than 
95 percent of the world’s population… 
 

“You see, wealth…is the natural condition of all North Americans… 
 

“Why do we work so hard to hide the fact that we are rich? Why 
hide it even from ourselves? Why does our wealth embarrass us?” 
 

“Somewhere deep inside us is a place that cannot come to terms 
with what it means to be what we are. This is a spiritual question, 
and it is the one spiritual question all Americans share. It may be 
the one that most threatens us.” [Financial Meltdown in the 
Mainline. Loren B. Mead] 
 

In the deep places of our souls, we know that Jesus was right 
when he said, “No one can serve two masters; for a slave will 
either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth” (Matthew 6:24). In each of our lives, two candidates are 
running for election as president. Each day of each week, each of 
us must decide which god to elect. 
 

The weekly offering in our worship service helps us to make the 
right choice. 

As of October 31, 2019 & 2018 

 2019 2018 

Beginning Balance (end of September) (7,729) (10,593) 

Monthly Expenses (October) (34,651) (35,663) 

Monthly Income (October) 29,009 40,508 

Income (Deficit) as of the end of October (13,371) (5,748) 
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Habitat for Humanity Update 

 

The faithful builders house is finished and was dedicated to the family on November 9. The family 

should be able to move in before the end of the year!  Special thanks to Jim Schneider, Chuck & 

Dana Plummer, and Kiah Shaw for their continued support and service toward Habitat for 

Humanity.  
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Ministry Team 

Pastor Jim Killough 
PJKillough@gmail.com 
 
Pastor Heather Grell 
HeatherGrell76@gmail.com

  
Becky Jones 
Worship & Music 
Coordinator 
Becky@HCLChurch.com 
 
Kelsey Ellis 
Director of Faith 
Formation 
Kelsey@HCLChurch.com 
 
Kelley Kennedy 
Administrative Assistant 
Office@HCLChurch.com 
 
Ed Krueger 
Technology Technician 
Ed@Hclchurch.com 
 
Devon Fischer 
Bookkeeper 
 
 

Reverse Advent Calendar—Food Pantry 
 

A food drive is underway to collect food for the Holy Cross Food 
Pantry in a fun way and you are invited to help!  We have created a 
Reverse Advent Calendar (check the Narthex for more details and 
take home papers). Each day of Advent gives you another food 
donation idea. Then on Christmas Eve, we encourage you to bring 
your donations with you to Holy Cross to help restock the shelves!   

Sunday Morning Adult Forum 

Please watch the bulletin or email for upcoming Adult Forum 
information. There is no Adult Forum December 1 or 29. The Adult 
Forum meets Sunday mornings, between services, 9:45 to 10:45 am, 
in the Fellowship Hall.  



 

 
- 13 - 

Bulletin  
Announcements 

 

Information for the 
bulletin announcements 
are due in the church 
office by Wednesdays at 
noon. You may email 
information to 
office@HCLChurch.com.  
 
 
 

December 
Cross Currents  

Deadline 
 

Articles for the January 
Cross Currents 
Newsletter need to be in 
the church office by 
December 20. You may 
email articles to 
office@HCLChurch.com.  
 
 

November Meetings 
 

Property Committee 
   Dec 10, 6:30 pm 
 

Finance Committee  
    Dec 15, 12:15 pm 
 

Publicity Committee 
   Dec 17, 6:30 pm 
 

Council Meeting  
   Dec 17, 6:30 pm 



 

- 14 - 

Office Hours 
 

The church office hours 
are Monday through 
Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 
pm. The church staff 
meets at 2:00 pm on 
Tuesdays for a staff 
meeting so the phones 
will not be answered at 
that time and will go to 
voicemail. 
 
Occasionally, the staff 
will have lunch offsite, so 
please call before coming 
over the lunch hour to 
make sure someone is 
here. If you need access 
to the church at other 
times, please call and we 
will work with you to 
make other 
arrangements. 

Kevin Dolezal…………………………..12/2 
Ryan Grell………………………………..12/3 
Logan Howard………………………….12/5 
Anne Schmidt…………………………...12/6 
Gordon Schnack……………………….12/6 
Lea Thilliander………………………….12/6 
Theresa Kuhlman…………………….12/10 
Dottie Norgard………………………..12/10 
Charley Howard……………………...12/11 
Joel Weible……………………………..12/11 
Emma Roberts………………………...12/12 
Eric Gitt…………………………………..12/13 
Melissa Ayala…………………………..12/14 
Everett Ellis……………………………..12/14 
Benjamin Dolezal…………………….12/15 
Akemi Adams………………………….12/16 
Virgil Pilger……………………………..12/18 
Lindsey Sinnett……………………….12/18 
Jim Birch………………………………..12/20 
Gail Ginger……………………………..12/20 
Trevor Fitzgerald…………………...12/21 
Trevor Hancock……………………..12/22 
Neal Brenner………………………….12/23 
Dennis Schwieger…………………..12/23 
Chris Grunke…………………………..12/24 
Alyssa Breese………………………….12/25 
Heather Grell………………………….12/25 
Thomas Risinger……………………..12/29 
Janet Westenburg…………………..12/29 
Kathy Fellman………………………...12/30 
Carol Petersen………………………..12/30 

Neal & Wendy Brenner………………………...12/21 
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