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Welcome to St. John’s!  God has called us to Jesus’ work through 

nourishing, serving, and faith. We’re glad you’re here! 

 

 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is 

everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

 

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and 

we deny your presence in our lives.  We place our hope in ourselves 

and rely on our own efforts.  We fail to believe that you provide 

enough for all.  We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.  We 

fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.  

We sin in thought, word, and deed.  By your grace, forgive us;  

through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we 

may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace 

with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace 

upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live now in hope.  For hope 

does not disappoint,  because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit.  Amen.    

 



 GREETING  

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the 

sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of 

obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

READING: Romans 12:9-21 
 

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love 

one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing 

honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in 

hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs 

of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice 

with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony 

with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not 

claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but 

take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as 

it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge 

yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, 

“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies 

are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; 

for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

  

 



Please stand, if you are able, for the Gospel Acclamation and reading of 

today’s Gospel lesson. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the 

Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 

and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and 

scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him 

aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must 

never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, 

Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not 

on divine things but on human things.” 

  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, 

let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For 

those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 

for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the 

whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their 

life? 

  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his 

Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I 

tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they 

see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 

REFLECTION ON SCRIPTURE 

 

 



APOSTLES  CREED   

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.*  On the third day he rose again. He ascended 

into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again to judge the living and the dead.   I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Response after each petition:  

  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is 

as firm as the heavens.  Water and word, wine and bread:  these are signs 

of your abundant grace.  Nourish us through these gifts,  that we might 

proclaim your steadfast love  in our communities and in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 

Amen. 
 

 

DIALOGUE  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 



We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory… 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 

Individually packaged wafers will be distributed, please be seated. 

 

Table Blessing 

 

You have been fed with the body of our Lord Jesus Christ and filled with 

the Holy Spirit.  Go out and share Christ’s love with all you meet.  Amen 

 

 

 



 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

 

God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness 

and have been united by your presence among us.  Empower us to go forth 

sustained by these gifts  so that we may share your neighborly love with 

all,  through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 

Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

 

DISMISSAL  

We go now to be a light in our community, to make Christ known to all 

through nourishing, serving, and Faith.  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

Thank you for worshipping at St. John’s today.  We pray that you have a 

blessed and Christ-filled week!   See you next week! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                          * * * * * * * * * * * *  

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are presented in celebration of our returning to 

worship, gathering together in Christ and our St. John’s family. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

The monthly pink envelope collection for September is designated for the 

Evangelical Hospital Hospice Program.  In keeping with safety 

recommendations, pew envelopes have been removed.  Please mark on 

your envelope or check to designate to the Pink Envelope collection.  

 

Seafarer Bags are available for pickup in the rear of the sanctuary or the 

church office.  All bags must be returned to the church by October 31st in 

order to get them to the Synod and ready for transport to New York.  Items 

needed in sizes M, L, AND XL: 
1 sweatshirt – hooded or unhooded 
3 pairs of socks – thermal or white gym 
1 t-shirt 
1 knitted winter cap (matching scarf optional) 
1 can of nuts or large bar of chocolate 
A Holiday or Christmas Card from YOU! 

 

St. John’s will be hosting a blood drive on Tuesday, September 8th from  

1-6:00 p.m.  Donate blood – give the gift of life. 

 

Thank you to Steve Mertz for donating masks and hand sanitizer for use in 

our in person worship services. 

 


