
 

Title: Love Your Neighbor – Prayer of Faith 
Speaker: Dave Solmes  
Date: August 30, 2020  

Introduction:  There is no substitute for prayer. Talking about prayer is not prayer.  
Thinking about prayer is not prayer.  No one can pretend, and no one can assign 
someone to do prayer on their behalf.  Prayer is either a YES in someone’s life or a No 
in someone’s life.    

Prayer is first and foremost, completely and directly tied to a persons’ relationship 
with God.   Long before prayer ever becomes a discipline, prayer begins with 
relationship.  This relationship, expressed with prayer, has always been on God’s 
mind. 

Question:  What is the difference between belief and faith.  
Fact:  65 % of Canadians believe in God ..  
Fact:  60% admit that they pray once a month or less. If they pray at all. 

Read: James 2:19  
Question:  What does this tell you is the difference between belief and faith?  
Answer:  Belief in order to be helpful, effective, and in order to get us past religion 
and into a vital growing relationship needs an expression.  This expression is what is 
called faith. 

Read:  Mark 5:34, John 17:19,  James 5:15 

Note:  Jesus affirms faith that expresses godly belief. 

Read: Luke 18:8  
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Question:  If belief and faith are not interchangeable terms – what is faith? 

Read:  Ephesians 2;8  
Read:  Hebrews 11:6  

The root word here for "faith" is “divine persuasion”. One simple definition is that faith 
is the gift of persuasion.  When applied - faith is what enables someone to know God, 
and to carry a necessary conviction about speaking and praying boldly about God's 
preferred-will.   

Note:  We accomplish God’s will as we are divinely persuaded by the gift of faith.  

Question:  Why would I pray for my neighbour when God knows what will go on with 
or without me? 
  
Answer:  Prayer does seem to be counterintuitive.  In what other, situation do you ask 
for something or plead with someone when you know for certain their mind is already 
made up about what they will do? 

If we see a “prayer of faith” as merely a means of taking some level of control of our 
life, taking control of God, changing God’s mind, changing another person’s LIFE, or 
the world for that matter, then we will inevitably be troubled by what often appears to 
be unanswered prayer and we will avoid prayer.  If that is what we believe. 

Read:  Psalm 115:3  

To understand all this, we need to think about what many call “the sovereignty of 
God.”  It’s true that God already knows everything that will happen for the rest of 
eternity.  He is omniscient – all knowing. He knows the big events and the small 
moments of each of our lives, and nothing is beyond His control.  

Pete Greig says, “In prayer, we use our will to come into agreement with God’s will.  

Question:  What can we expect from God if we start praying?   

• When we humble ourselves and pray, we quickly realize that you and I are not God. 
• We realize the world does not begin and end with you and me. 
• We will often feel inspired to take steps of faith. 
• We can expect to meet a God waiting to act in response to prayer. 



Read Psalm 27: 8  
Read Jeremiah 33:3  

3 Big Ideas About Prayer:  

• Believing is not enough – our belief needs application -needs legs.  
• Prayer is one of the most active things you can do as a person to express your faith.  
• Every neighbour you have, will benefit if you pray with your gift of faith for them. 


