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Good morning everyone, my name is Mark and I want to offer a 
warm welcome to those watching online and to those who are here in 
person this morning. For the past few months we have been teaching 
through a theological series entitled Describing God, but this 
morning we are going to return to a series we began last Fall—the 
Gospel of John.  

The first four books in the New Testament—Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John—are called gospels; this word simply means “good news.” 
And so, at the broadest level, the Gospel of John brings good news 
that is connected to the identity and mission of Jesus. 

To help us pick up where we left off, I want to direct your attention 
to a short summary video, put together by the folks at The Bible 
Project. Let’s take a look. 

• Video: The Gospel of John Part 1  (8:45) 1

This morning we come to John 6:1-21, and here we encounter two 
miracles: Jesus took a few loaves of bread and multiplied them in 
order to feed a crowd of 5000 people, and later in the evening, Jesus 
walked on water. What’s interesting about these miracles is that John 
doesn’t refer to them as such, instead, He calls them signs. John 
insists that these miracles point beyond the act itself to a deeper 
reality. Let’s get to the text. 

Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of 
Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people 
followed him because they saw the signs he had performed by 

healing the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat 
down with his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Festival was near. 

5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, 
he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to 
eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind 
what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, “It would take more 
than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a 
bite!” 

8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 
9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but 
how far will they go among so many?” 10 Jesus said, “Have the 
people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they 
sat down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then took 
the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as 
much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 

12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, 
“Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So 
they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the 
five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 14 After the 
people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this 
is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that 
they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to 
a mountain by himself. 

16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 17 where  
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they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By 
now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. 18 A strong wind 
was blowing and the waters grew rough. 19 When they had rowed 
about three or four miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, 
walking on the water; and they were frightened. 20 But he said to 
them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” 21 Then they were willing to take him 
into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they 
were heading. 

John begins his historical account with a few background details: 
• Jesus was with His disciple on the mountainside overlooking the 

Sea of Galilee;  
• A crowd of people had been following Jesus because He had been 

healing the sick; and 
• The Jewish Passover Festival was near. 

Imagine the scene with me for a moment. After an intense time of 
ministry, healing the sick, a weary Jesus and His disciples got into a 
boat and sailed away from the crowds. When they got to the other 
side, the hiked up one of the steep hills and sat down; there were 
some things that Jesus wanted to teach His them. But it wasn’t long 
before the crowds found them; John tells us that they had followed 
Jesus because of the “signs He had performed”. 

As I said before, John regularly refers to Jesus’ miracles as signs.  
From his perspective, Jesus’ miracles were more than displays of 
power, they were signs pointing to the deeper reality of Jesus’ 
identity, and, to the character of His coming kingdom.  

Now because Jesus is fully God and fully human, when He speaks, 
He speaks the words of God, and when He acts, He reveals the 

activity of God. When Jesus heals it is a sign that reveals God’s 
compassionate care for humanity—God sees, knows, and cares about 
human suffering. But healing is also an act of renewal and 
restoration, and as such, healing is always a sign of God’s coming 
kingdom.  

In Romans 8:22-24, the Apostle Paul personifies creation; he tells us 
that creation groans as one who is hurt, broken, sick. But in her 
groaning, creation anticipates the return of her Lord—Jesus Himself
—for when He returns, all that is sick will be healed, all that is 
broken will be mended. Every time that Jesus mends a body, a heart, 
or a relationship in the present, it foreshadows the great mending that 
is yet to come. This is what John is getting at when he refers to 
miracles as signs. 

At the heart of our text this morning, Jesus performed two signs—the 
miraculous multiplication of bread, and, walking on water; in a 
moment we will come back to these signs, but first let me briefly 
discuss John’s reference to the Passover Festival. 

The Passover Festival celebrates the salvation God won for Israel—
they had been enslaved in Egypt, and God set them free; Exodus 
1-16 tells the remarkable story. Every Jew knew this story inside-out 
and John drew a connection between what God had done for Israel 
then, and what He was doing now through Jesus.  

Two events featured prominently in the Exodus story: (a) God parted 
the sea and the people walked through on dry land; and (b) God 
miraculously fed His people in the desert by giving them bread from 
heaven. In the text we have just read, Jesus miraculously multiplies 
bread, feeding the crowd, and then in a variation of the Exodus  
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miracle, Jesus doesn’t part the sea—He walks on top of it.  2

At this time, let’s look briefly at what each of Jesus’ two signs 
signify. 

A. Multiplying Bread (vs. 5-13): Jesus multiplied bread, feeding a 
crowd of 5000+; it was a sign revealing God’s compassion, 
provision, and abundance. Jesus knew the crowd would be hungry, 
just as He knew they had nowhere to go to buy provisions, and so He 
fed them. Jesus miraculously met the physical need of the crowd, and 
it was a sign pointing to His ability to meet their spiritual needs as 
well. The God who is Spirit can meet the needs of our spirit, and 
Jesus—God in the flesh—was revealing that He has come to do this 
very thing. 

The multiplication of the bread was a sign pointing to Jesus’ identity; 
it was also a sign pointing to the character of God’s kingdom. John 
tells us that after the crowd had eaten its fill, the disciples gathered 
the leftovers—12 baskets full. John wants his readers to see that 
Jesus can be counted on to provide—for the 12 disciples, for the 12 
tribes of Israel, and for the world. 

When God’s kingdom comes in fullness, our experience of the world 
will be characterized by abundance. That’s not to say that we will no 
longer have need; our need will remain. What will change is our 
capacity to willingly, joyfully, depend on God for all that we need. 
And more, there will be nothing left to short-circuit our trust in Him

—no more fear, no more doubt, no more proud independence. In the 
kingdom to come, we will experience no lack—God’s supply will 
more than meet our every need. 

(B) Walking On Water (vs. 16-21): The second sign in our text, 
Jesus walking on water, also points to the deeper reality of Jesus’ 
identity and the character of His kingdom.  

Psalm 77 harkens back to Passover miracle, when the Red Sea was 
parted and Israel walked through on dry land. Reading now from vs. 
16 and following,“The waters saw you, God, the waters saw you and 
writhed…Your path led through the sea, your way through the mighty 
waters, so your footprints were not see. You will lead your people”.  3

God Himself was not seen at the Red Sea but His presence was 
evident as the waters parted. The Sea of Galilee was not parted, Jesus 
walked on the waves, but this time God was seen in the person of 
Jesus Christ. This act was a sign revealing Jesus to be the Lord of all 
Creation, and it was also a sign, pointing to His coming kingdom.  

God is a God of power but the fact that God is all-powerful is not, in 
and of itself, reassuring; we’ve all seen power used in the service of 
evil. But God’s power is put to use—exclusively—in the service of 
His loving plans. 

God’s power can protect, rescue, sustain, and guide those who belong 
to Him. There is no force that can ultimately threaten those under His 

 Gary M. Burge, The NIV Application Commentary: John, 192-193.2
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care; Jesus goes so far as to say, “the one who believes in me shall 
live, even though he or she dies.”  In the kingdom to come, there will 4

be no threat, no danger, no adversary. As Isaiah says, the wolf will lie 
next to the lamb, weapons will be repurposed into farming tools, and 
the world will finally know peace.  5

Application: In the time remaining, I want to offer a brief 
application. John tells us that when Jesus saw the crowd coming, He 
asked Phillip a question: “‘Where shall we buy bread for these people 
to eat?’ He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind 
what he was going to do. (vs. 5-6)” 

It seems that Jesus had two things in mind: to multiply bread to 
nourish the crowd, and, to multiple faith among His disciples. 
Everything that Jesus did and said—throughout His entire ministry—
was done and said to give people reasons to believe and follow. 

He asked Phillip the question because He was training His disciples 
in trust and dependence. Following God requires a robust faith, one 
that looks to Him instead of trusting in our own meagre resources. 
Ephesians 3:20 says that God “is able to do immeasurably more than 
all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within 
us”. When we live by faith, we don’t simply ask God to bless our 
own efforts, we ask Him to do what we cannot.  

As God multiplies our faith, we begin to depend on God’s resources  
instead of our own, and at the same time, we begin to trust God when  

things seem impossibly hard, bleak, and when the miracle we’re 
praying for doesn’t take place. 

God can multiply strength so that we can endure pain and suffering. 
God can multiply wisdom so that we can make complex, and perhaps 
unpopular, decisions. God can multiply forgiveness so that we aren’t 
haunted by the wrongs done to us. God can multiply healing so that 
our hurts don’t keep us chained to the past. God can multiply love so 
that we can show kindness to the difficult people in our lives; even 
those who think of us as enemies.  

In every season of our lives, in every situation, Jesus wants us to live 
with the awareness that He is near, loving, and powerful. We are 
never alone and what God wants to happen, in any given situation, is 
never limited to our finite resources—miracles can and do happen. 
Sometimes miracles come in the form that we pray for—miracles of 
healing, rescue, and provision. At other times the power of God 
meets us in our difficulty, and gives us the strength to stand, to 
endure, to continue to follow Him. 

The One who multiplied bread and walked on water still invites 
people to put their trust in Him. Will you trust Him for the healing 
you need? Will you trust Him for the resources you need? Will you 
trust Him for the wisdom and strength you need? You must decide 
for yourself, will you follow Jesus today? 

 John 11:25.4
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