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The daily news can be disheartening, discouraging, and at times, just 

plain overwhelming. But we have the “Good News” - the hope that 

people are searching for — Jesus! That is why National Back to Church 

Sunday is important at River Cities Church. We can be a part of sharing 

the hope of Jesus Christ with our family, friends, and community. 

The re-opening of Sunday morning RC3 Kids Ministry is September 

20th. We have spent countless hours in preparation for the return of 

our children (infant & toddler nurseries — second grade). Your coop-

eration with protocols will be important to ensure the safety of each child. We will post a “virtual tour” on our website and church 

app so you will be acquainted with the check-in process before opening day.  

It is a joy to see this local body of believers worshipping and praising our great Savior together. It is wonderful to see the church in 

action — “spurring one another on to love and good works.”  

—Pastor Larry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE EXIST TO GUIDE PEOPLE TOWARD THEIR 

NEXT STEP IN CHRIST. 

 

Upward  

Registration  

Coming Soon! 
(hopefully) 

 

We are seeking God’s wisdom as we proceed with 

plans for making Upward Basketball & Cheerleading as 

safe as possible for each child. Changes or a halt to our 

plans will be implemented based on counsel from 

medical professionals and leaders from our sponsoring 

churches. Your cooperation with protocols will be very 

important to have a successful 16th season for the 

boys and girls in our community. Our goal is to com-

municate with you so that you will be well informed as 

we move forward. 

National Day of Prayer 

 

Saturday, September 26 

2:00 — 3:00 PM 
 

Cabell County Courthouse 
(8th Street Lawn) 

 
Our nation is struggling. We need to 

pray for peace in our land. Join us as 

we gather at the same time as thou-

sands of others come together in 

Washington, D.C. with the same 

purposeful prayer. 

We want to show our community that we care by praying for their 

needs. This unique outreach offers prayer with those who “drive-

thru” our main parking lot. The needs that have been shared and 

the answers to prayer we have seen have been amazing! 

Mask or face shields will be worn by those offering prayer. A token 

gift with an invitation to "Back to Church Sunday" (September 20th) 

will be given to those that stop in for prayer.  

Hay Esperanza Ministries 
What a wonderful response to the challenge given to   

provide the facility funding for Hay Esperanza in Colombia. 

Not only did we make our goal of $5,000, but more than 

doubled it! As of this writing we have received $13,545.  
 

This church located in the city of Eastern Medellin reaches 

out in amazing ways to share the gospel with those who 

have never heard the Good News of salvation. The increase 

in the funds received will allow Hay Esperanza Ministries to 

begin with the larger phase of their planned facility.  
 

It is with grateful hearts that the church in Colombia will 

begin construction soon and hopefully finish before the 

rainy season.  

We encourage you to pray for our leaders at 

RC3 to be sensitive to the Spirit’s leading in 

the decision making process of re-opening 

each of our ministries. It is their desire to do 

so wisely with a priority of our children's min-

istries. Statistics support that many children 

come to salvation at tender ages and we do 

not want to miss opportunities to invest in 

God’s Kingdom.  

We ask that you be patient with us as all plans 

are held loosely for God to re-arrange as He 

sees fit.   

Pray with us that all the ministries at RC3 will 

be fully functioning soon. 



Pressing On 
Uncle Jerry and Aunt Margaret live in the western part of Michigan’s upper peninsula about a five hour drive from 

where I grew up. Their kids’ ages match up with my brother, sister, and me, and it was always a treat to spend a 

week or two with the cousins each summer—except for the drive back and forth. Susan and I weren’t bad travel-

ers, but Allan always put Mom and Dad to the test. He couldn’t stand to be strapped in for that long; even with 

numerous stops to get out and run around, he tested the patience of all. To him, the seatbelt might as well have 

been shackles and chains. 

When Allan was almost four, we all piled into the car and headed across the Mackinac Bridge to the north country. We must have visited each 

rest area, scenic overlook and roadside park along the way. Mom and Dad even took us to ride the glass bottom raft and watch the massive trout 

at Kitch-iti-kipi (the Big Spring). 

But even that wasn’t enough for Allan. As we approached our cousins’ house, he’d had enough. “Dad,” he pleaded, “turn around. It’s too far. I 

want to go home.” 

“We’ll be at Aunt Margaret’s house in fifteen minutes,” Mom laughed. “You don’t want to go all the way back home now, do you?” 

“Yes, I want to go home,” Allan broke down in tears. “It’s too hard.” 

His young mind didn’t comprehend that the day’s trials and tribulations were about to be rewarded. Allan was ready to give up, a choice that 

would have doubled his agony if we had backtracked all that way, and precluded the fun that was so close at hand. 

The concept of 15 minutes didn’t register with him. Mom explained that in the time it took him to walk from our house to Grandma Cotton’s 

house we would be at Aunt Margaret’s, and he decided it would be okay to keep going. We arrived at our destination shortly thereafter. 

Continuing toward the goal, in spite of hardships or disappointment, was part of the Apostle Paul’s message to the Philippians.  

“I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me,” Paul wrote. “Brothers, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it. 

But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead. I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God 

has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:12-14). 

As Mom led Allan to an understanding that it was worthwhile to continue, Paul tells us that we should gain that same comprehension in our 

Christian walk: “All of us who are mature should take such a view of things” (Philippians 3:15). 

Allan had a great time with the cousins that week. I’m pretty sure he was glad we didn’t give up.   SC 

 

 

If you prefer to read this newsletter on our website or if you prefer to not receive this publication in the mail,  

please let us know by emailing mary@roundchurch.net or call the church office @ 304.736.8197. 

the 

with Steve Cotton 

 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
Shoebox Items for September: Games 

TOTE FOR DONATIONS IS IN CENTER FOYER @ RC3 
 

Contact Mike or Jo Carroll for more information 

@ mikec41447@gmail.com. 

 

The journey of a shoebox begins with you and results in the gospel being 

shared. This WORLDWIDE ministry reaches people groups that we may 

never meet this side of heaven, but we can have an eternal impact by 

sending a shoebox filled with gifts and the message of hope for a world 

without Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,  

but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.  
Let each of you look not only to his own interests,  

but also to the interests of others. 
Philippians 2:3-4 

 
We are eager to get back to in-person meetings! We are praying and carefully 
considering a re-start date in October and will share details as they become 
available. 
 

SNOWBIRD WILDERNESS OUTFITTERS 
June 28—July 3, 2021 

Deposits for Snowbird Camp 2021 came in strong and we now have a waiting list 
if more spots become available. The deposit of $100 can be given to Pastor Bryan 
if you want to secure a spot on the waiting list. 
 
Pray for Me registration is still open. Participation requires the parent or guardi-
an to register the student on the church website or app. If you would like to be a   
Prayer Champion and pray for a student daily throughout the school year, you 
can also sign up by visiting our church website or app. Matches will be made by 
September 6th, so don’t delay! 
 
The Purity Retreat at Snowbird is scheduled for February 19-21. Registration is 
now open. Your $50 deposit can be given to Pastor Bryan until the retreat is at 
capacity and registration closes. 
 

Pastor Bryan Hagley 
304.736.8197   │   bryan@roundchurch.net   │   FB: RC3 Student Ministries 

 

 

You may have heard Pastor Larry say, “You are the best Christian some-

body knows.” Our example may be the “Bible” some choose to read.  

The unsaved individual often holds the Christian to a higher standard 

than himself. Always be on guard. You carry the name of Christ on your 

shoulders when you call yourself “Christian.” 

 

Watch your thoughts; they become words. 

Watch your words; they become actions. 

Watch your actions; they become habits. 

Watch your habits; they become character. 

Watch your character; it becomes your destiny. 


