
Walk with Jesus, our living hope! 
 
Tuesday, September 1 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Yesterday after our CISVA Principals’ Meeting, a survey was created to allow parents some 
flexibility in their decision making about whether or not to send children to school. Please read 
the information below, as well as the clarifying points we are including in this communication in 
order to make your decision. 
 
 

 

Stage 2: CISVA Restart Options for K–7 students  

 

Option 1: Return to school for full-time, in-person instruction  

Option 2: Home Schooling (not offered by SFDS School) 

Option 3: Distributed Learning (not offered by CISVA)  

Option 4: Temporary Transition  

 

CISVA’s Temporary Transition Option:  
 

It is the intention of the Ministry of Education that students return to full-time, in-person attendance 

at school on September 10, 2020. However, some families may not be ready to have their children 

return to full-time in-person instruction on this date.  

 

This option allows your child to receive an at-home learning package with limited grade-level support 

from a teacher. It is important to note that this support will not be the same as that which was 

offered following Spring Break 2020.  

 

Your child will maintain their classroom placement at their current school and will be able to 

transition to full-time in-person instruction at selected dates in the fall as described *below. This is 

not intended to be a full-year option. Normal tuition applies for this option. 

 

Link to use the survey as is: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DUs7A4A3pkS7XR90he9m6HivgSYYEF9Hv5LvL

omRehpUOVBCMDVOTzIwT1kzQ0ZFQzYxVExWQTJVTy4u 
 

The closing date for this survey is 3:00 p.m. Thursday, September 3. 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DUs7A4A3pkS7XR90he9m6HivgSYYEF9Hv5LvLomRehpUOVBCMDVOTzIwT1kzQ0ZFQzYxVExWQTJVTy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DUs7A4A3pkS7XR90he9m6HivgSYYEF9Hv5LvLomRehpUOVBCMDVOTzIwT1kzQ0ZFQzYxVExWQTJVTy4u


*All CISVA schools will have common beginning and re-entry dates for the CISVA Temporary Transition 

(Option 4). These dates apply to all CISVA elementary schools. We will monitor the return to 

in-person learning through the fall to determine if a later re-entry date is required. 

  

CISVA Temporary Transition will begin on: 
Monday, September 21, 2020. 

  

Re-entry dates for in-person learning: 

Tuesday, October 13, 2020, with one week notice required by October 6. 

Monday, November 16, 2020, with one week notice required by November 9. 

 

 
What is the difference between Distributed Learning, Homeschooling,  

and Temporary Transition? 
 

 Comparisons at a Glance  
 

 Distributed 
Learning Program 

Homeschooling CISVA Temporary 
Transition 

Follows the BC 
Curriculum 

yes  no yes 

Learning is 
supervised by a 
BC-certified teacher 

yes no yes / limited grade-level 
support from a teacher; 
at-home learning 
package to be 
completed at home 

Student must use 
district or school 
approved resources 

yes no yes 

Student must be 
evaluated by a 
teacher and teachers 
must prepare a report 
card 

yes no yes 

Must participate in 
provincial testing 
(provincial and 
Foundation Skills 
Assessments)  

yes no yes 



Religious 
texts/resources may 
be used  

yes yes yes 

Status with school 
registered  

enrolled (in a DL 
school)  

registered  registered; regular 
tuition to school is to be 
paid 
 

 
Thank you to those parents who communicated particular points of concern and a desire for 
clarification. The information below is designed to help you in your decision to choose to send 
your children to school as planned next week, or follow the temporary transition plan:  
 
School is scheduled to start on Thursday, Sept. 10. At SFDS School, this will be a half-day. 
 
Staggered start details:  
Students whose last names begin with letters A-M arrive between 8:30 and 8:45. These 
students will be dismissed at 12:05, and at 3:05 on Friday. 

Students whose last names begin with letters N-Z are to arrive between 8:45-9:00. They will be 
dismissed at 12:20 on Thursday, and at 3:20 on Friday. 

Please note that Friday, Sept. 11 is a full day, except for Kindergarten students. These 'top of 
the alphabet' students will be dismissed on Friday at 3:05. 

*Although it is expected that all students are picked up promptly at the end of the day, we 
recognize that if families must first collect their kindergarten child and then a child from another 
grade, they may take slightly longer to arrive at the field. Staff will patiently wait for you with the 
children. We know we can count on you to do your part, including arriving in the morning on 
time. 

 

Prayer of Saint Francis de Sales for Times Such as These 
  
“We shall steer safely through every storm, so long as our heart is right, our intention fervent, 
our courage steadfast, and our trust fixed on God. If at times we are somewhat stunned by 
the tempest, never fear. Let us take a breath, and go on afresh.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Safety Plan Enhancements:  
Plexiglass ‘sneeze guards’ have been ordered for every student to be affixed to desks/tables. 

  
Standard HEPA Air Purifiers will be in every classroom, including the Activity Room, 

  
Face shields and masks are provided for all staff members  
Sanitizer in classrooms, playground, to be administered frequently throughout the day by staff 
members 
 
Clarifications: 
 
Health forms must be submitted for each child every day. We are depending on parents to be 
vigilant and familiar with the symptoms to be on the watch for and to keep children home as 
expected.  
 
If a child stays home due to illness, parents are still required to send the office notification. If 
your child is absent we will contact you to learn the reason why. 
 



Masks: Please note that primary students as well as intermediate students are free to wear 
masks and/or face shields at any time. (The school has disposal masks available should 
students not have masks of their own preference.) STUDENT MASKS BROUGHT FROM 
HOME MUST BE LABELLED AND A ZIPLOCK PLASTIC BAG SHOULD BE SENT IN WITH 
THE STUDENT TO STORE THIS MASK IN for times when they will need to take them off such 
as when eating. 
 
Students in grades 4-7 will be required to wear masks if moving through the hallway when not 
as part of a cohort. 
 
Learning Groups/Cohorts: Students have been divided into cohorts of a maximum of 60 
students; however, they will spend the majority of their time JUST WITH THEIR OWN CLASS, 
in addition to the teacher, education assistant, and specialist teachers (who will wear face 
shields/masks). The only times students will be part of their 60 person learning group is when 
they are moving in/out of the building, and when they are playing outside during breaks. 
 
Food will only be consumed within the classroom, meaning snacks will not be permitted outside. 
Students will wash/sanitize their hands before/after eating, and will eat before/after morning 
playtime depending on the various schedules. Students will all continue to eat lunch after 
playing outside in the afternoon. Lunches must be brought from home; they may not be dropped 
off. 
 
Uniform changes:  
 
Black shoes may be worn, but are no longer an expectation at this time. Instead students 
should have a pair of runners for inside which they will also wear in gym class. (Shoes worn 
outside will need to be changed in an effort to keep our school clean.)  
 
Gymstrip only may be worn to school in September instead of the regular school uniform, even 
on days when they don’t have PE class. Primary students will no longer be expected to wear 
gymstrip. They may wear gymstrip to school if they wish. (This is in an effort to manage the 
numbers of students permitted in the washrooms at any one time.) 
 
New Information 
 
Early dismissal will occur this year on Wednesdays - each month - at 2:05, and 2:20. This is 
to allow for more directed professional development of the staff. 
 
Playing/learning outside: all students will be expected to play outside regardless of the 
weather with the exception of heavy downpours that make our gravel field unusable. Parents 
MUST be sure their children come to school dressed for the weather, including rain. The 
opportunity to spend time outdoors on a regular basis is best for the children’s physical and 



mental health. It is a more enjoyable experience if the children are prepared.Please note that 
teachers will also use any opportunity to take their learning outside. 
 
A detailed schedule has been created so that cohorts will be playing in designated areas depending 
on the day of the week. Supervisors will also be from these designated cohorts. Exiting/entering the 
building will be staggered. 
 
Tuition cheques will not be cashed until Tuesday, Sept. 8. 
 
For your information - received this morning: 
 
“Ministry staff have reviewed the documents provided by your member association and have 
confirmed their alignment with the requirements set out in the COVID-19 Operational 
Guidelines and the Provincial COVID-19 Health and Safety Guidelines for K-12 Settings. 
 
Moving forward, the Ministry will follow up with independent schools periodically for updates 
on the implementation of their restart plans and to offer support where needed.”  
Marnie Mayhew 
Executive Director, Ministry of Education 


