
 

Notices for St Philip’s Day, Sunday May 3, 2020  
 
Dear Friends,  
One of the things we are experiencing during this Pandemic is the importance of small things. It 
might be things like spending time with our partner or children or by ourselves, it might be the joy 
of sharing a joke, or a film or a meal together. We might be yearning for the small things that we 
can’t do now because of social isolation, things like shaking hands with a neighbour or greeting a 
friend with a hug or a kiss.  
Most days now after Matilda has finished school, she and I go for a bike ride together. Initially, this 
was more of a chore than a joy as I encouraged her to put down the ‘screen’ and go outside to get 
some fresh air and exercise. But as the weeks have gone by, Matilda’s confidence has grown and so 
has her endurance. Yesterday, she covered nearly 19km, which included climbing Dunbar hill from 
down on Southlands…all without complaint! I have really come to love this precious time; this small 
thing has become hugely important to us both.  
It is perhaps little wonder that when the lockdown was ordered people went panic shopping, but 
what may be more surprising is that so many clamoured to buy flour to make bread. Why? Baking 
bread was not something most of us did on a regular basis, so why now? Perhaps people 
instinctively remembered that bread, that most basic small thing, offers so much more than 
something to slice up and make a sandwich. Humans are so closely related to bread, it may almost 
be in our DNA. Scientist say that it was our ability as a species to recognise the potential of inedible 
plants and grains that gave us the advantage over other animals as they all competed for the same 
food sources, thus humans had the competitive edge in the evolutionary fight for life. Interestingly, 
realtors say that if you really want to sell your property, make sure there is the smell of freshly 
baked bread in the house when potential buyers come to visit!! For us humans, bread symbolises 
life and hope.  
This Sunday we will be marking our Patronal Festival, St Philip’s Day, and celebrating all those 
people who make St Philip’s the community it is, namely YOU! We will be welcoming my best 
friend, Dave Tomlinson, as our guest preacher and we will also honour two people who have given 
so much to our community that they will be bestowed with the honour of becoming ‘Stewards of St 
Philip’s’. Usually, during the service, our children would go out and bake bread for us all to share 
afterwards, echoing that story so associated with St Philip, the feeding of the 5000. This year of 
social isolation, we want to encourage all of you, young and old, to bake some bread (recipes 
included in this mailing!) so that we can all break bread together during Zoom Coffee Time at 11am 
after the service on Sunday.  
Although we might not be able to break bread together in the Eucharist during the service as we 
normally do, this small thing of baking our own bread and eating it together can be to us a powerful 
symbol of our community - united in isolation, feeding one another with love and support, praying 
in hopeful anticipation of a new and exciting future together. In the small things, God is present. 
Alleluia!  
Love and Prayers,  
Stuart  



WEBSITE WORSHIP: Distant Voices of Hope on St Philip’s Day, May 3  
Stuart has created Distant Voices of Hope, a special series of four guest preachers from around the 
globe on a theme of Hope which started on Sunday April 26 with the Rev’d Canon Angela Tilby and 
this week brings us Rev’d. Dave Tomlinson, author of How to be a Bad Christian and a Better Human 
Being. May 3 is St Philip’s Day which Dave will weave into his preaching.  
You can look back at other Sunday worship and music. https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/blog 
 
SHARE THE PEACE  
Stuart wants to make the online worship more inclusive and to share with the world the true faces 
of the people of St Philip’s. Young or old, record a short video (5 seconds or so) of you sharing the 
peace: “Peace be with you”. Be as simple or creative as you feel: you can quietly say the words or 
joyfully shout them from your favourite place – express your personality and share the peace with 
each other and with the world! Send your short clip : Revhallam@hotmail.co.uk  
 
STEWARDS OF ST PHILIP’S, 2020  
Please join the Sunday morning service to hear who have been selected by Parish Council as this 
year’s Stewards of St Philip’s. These two volunteers have contributed so much over the years and 
we are very grateful to them. This is a surprise announcement, as per our tradition.  
 
PRAYER LIST  
Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers at this time: Ken and Greg, Maura and Brian, 
Nancy, Tracy and family, Mike Lane, Brenda Harrison, Sarah Burns, Richard Fenner, Ursula Bell, 
Shirley Fowler Handkamer, and for the late Debbie and Ches Fowler.  
 
MILESTONES: Lizzie Matheson turns 23, Rosemary Payne had a birthday, Pat Brandon celebrates 
her first year on staff at St Philip’s, and Claire & Harold Munn rejoice in 46 years of marriage! 
Blessings on them all. Let’s think of them as we recite the final prayer together.  
 
ST PHILIP’S DAY BREAD at COFFEE HOUR: Sunday May 3, 11:00 AM  
On St Philip’s Day, the children traditionally bake bread at church. Find attached to the notices two 
quick, yeast-free bread recipes from Melaney Gleeson-Lyall and Diana Bragg so you can bake bread 
at home. In honour of St Philip’s Day, let’s break bread together at our virtual coffee time. Families, 
children and youth are especiallyinvited: we miss you. Click the blue link at 11:00 am, using your 
computer for best results. https://zoom.us/j/454815164  
 
RESURRECTION IN THE MORNING with Harold Munn  
COVID is making everyone re-think our priorities at every level and live with deep uncertainty about 
the future. How can the resurrection be a resource for us in this strange time? Harold Munn will 
offer instruction on how to use the resources of the Daily Office (an ancient form of prayer and 
scripture) and lead a discussion group about how that can be a way of experiencing the resurrection 
in our time. We will meet Monday mornings until Pentecost from 10.30 to 11.30 by Zoom. There is 
also a new Monday evening group at 7:30. To join a group, or just to receive daily readings, contact 
Harold Munn at haroldtmunn@gmail.com 604-564-2716  
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FAITH, HOPE, LOVE: Music for Mother’s Day, May 10  
Next Sunday at 4:00 PM, Michael Murray will present a live-streamed organ concert. Buy virtual 
tickets on our website to raise funds for the work of St Philip’s, find the information you need, and 
tune in at 4:00. Find the notice on Facebook and share it with all your friends.  
 
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD MINISTRY: thanks for your help!  
Your generous donations to their food and clothing drive launched last week was donated to 
Neighbourhood Ministry’s community partners, who were delighted. See the attached message 
about what to donate to St Philip’s donation boxes. Neighbourhood Ministry is on our website.  
 
ST. PHILIP’S RINGERS  
The St Philip’s Ringers are volunteers who ring every parishioner to have a chat and offer support. 
Difficulties such as family separation, loneliness, and the inability to visit our loved ones - especially 
those in long-term care or at end of life - are hard to endure. Let us pray for all our parishioners 
feeling these very deep losses. If you or someone you know feels in need of support or practical 
help, leave the name & number on 604-224-3238, ext.304. We’re here.  
 
PRAYER LIST AND LIFE’S MILESTONES  
Please send your prayer requests to Beth manager@stpdunbar.com or 604-224-3238 ext 301. Are 
you celebrating a birthday, anniversary or a milestone? Let Beth know so that we can celebrate with 
you in spirit, in prayer or with a phone call.  
 
NEW PEWS! (except they’re the old pews!)  
On April 21, 2020, Parish Council voted unanimously to approve a recommendation from the Re-
Ordering Working Group to renew our church seating with locally made, custom built, movable and 
stackable pews made out of the old-growth wood of our existing pews. Trustees approved an 
expenditure from the proceeds of the Capital Campaign. Reconstruction of our pews begins soon. 
The “new” pews are beautiful, traditional, and eco-friendly, and the flexible seating will enhance 
the use of our worship space for both our traditional Sunday services and for new opportunities. 
Full information and photos of the pews can be found on our website.  
The Re-Ordering Group’s recommendation came after a full year of careful consideration and 
diligent research into more than 20 options. Brian Mix presented progress reports to Parish Council 
and to Vestry 2020 prior to presenting the Re-Ordering Group’s final recommendation to Parish 
Council on April 21. Special thanks are due to the dedicated members of the group: Ursula Bell, Pat 
Brandon, Stuart Hallam, Erin McDougall, Brian Mix, Michael Murray, Sarah Ruddle, Barry Smith, 
Mike Wenzlaff, and Duncan Wilson.  
 
EASTER DONATIONS – Thanks from the Trustees  
We asked you to give differently this year and parishioners stepped up. St Philip’s received almost 
$3000 in special Easter donations, over and above pledged giving. Please join these donors and 
give, if you are able. https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/47610 
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PARISH FINANCES – Quarterly Update from the Finance Committee by Don Thomson  

Some positive news and a cautionary note. We began the year with a budgeted $60 thousand 2020 
operating loss. Losses of this magnitude are not sustainable, and we were fortunate to finish the 
first quarter with a loss $15 thousand less than budgeted for the quarter. Rental income from usage 
of our facilities was still on budget and facilities costs were slightly under budget; the improvement 
relative to budget was mostly due to giving that was $12 thousand more than budgeted and more 
than the same period last year. Some of the giving was early contribution of pledged amounts; 
some was given in addition to pledges. This is appreciated and will help us as we face the financial 
challenges created by COVID-19. Thank you. If you are not already utilising pre-authorized 
donations (PAD), please do so to provide regular cash flow – a PAD 2020 pledge form is on our 
website under donate, where you can also donate directly. Your giving and other support is 
foundational for our ministry and programs.  
It is too early to predict the financial impact of closures, physical distancing, and the overall financial 
situation. In the first quarter of 2020, our long-term holdings in restricted funds were down 8.2% 
due to stock market declines. For the remainder of the year, beyond donations, we budgeted to 
receive $80 thousand from facilities rental and fundraising events. Both will be impacted, 
exacerbating our budgeted loss, but the Diocese is reducing our annual assessment by $37 
thousand to help offset lost revenue, and the Trustees are working hard to mitigate losses. To allow 
us time to plan and prepare for the rest of the year, the Trustees have approved a $38 thousand 
transfer from the Income Fund’s bank account – money that is available for operations as a result of 
Income Fund earnings last year.  
The financial challenges are accompanied by opportunities as we find new ways to carry out our 
ministry with access to parishioners and others beyond our walls. Worship services are online, and 
“St Philip’s Ringers” are ringing parishioners to offer support during this period of isolation. Capital 
Campaign contributions help us prepare for the future with roof replacement, more flexible pews in 
production soon, and additional staffing for ministry and programs being considered. While 
managing costs, we focus on our ongoing needs and plan for future growth.  
 
OUR REFUGEE FAMILY  
Lama is receiving the Emergency Relief Benefit (CERB), three months’ waiver of Hydro payments, 
and augmented Child Benefits. With our help, Ward (26) is now pursuing a job. The four teens have 
contact with their teachers and classmates online, which is both a challenge and a social support for 
them.  
 
GRATITUDE CONFETTI: times two  
On St Philip’s Day, we take time to throw gratitude confetti on all our remarkably dedicated 
volunteers who keep St Philip’s going. Think of the many ways they serve and be grateful.  
We spread our gratitude at 7:00 pm for our workers in health care and essential services by banging 
pots, ringing bells… Get as loud as a neighbour, Dr Ken Lim, who wields an air horn!  
 
Staying Close While We’re Apart,  
Stuart Hallam (Rector), Debbie Matheson, Brian Mix, Diana Bragg, and Suzi Noetzel (Wardens) 


