
SummerSpirit 10, Sunday, Sept. 6, 2020 Final

September 6, 2020
Note:  Each time you see a musical link in the liturgy, mute or lower the volume on your device 
before clicking on the link.  Once you have done that then click on the link.  If an ad pops up, you 
can then “Skip Ad” and not be disturbed by the noise of the advertisements.  Once you see that 
the music is beginning then unmute or raise the volume on your device.  This will allow a more 
meaningful worship experience for you.  Peace be with you.

The GATHERING

Introit:   Awake My Soul by E. Hagenberg  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=viqF4ikpscI

Call to Worship:     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZ8BhadAdew

In this time and place, we worship on the unceded ancestral lands of the Coast Salish people.  
From many places and peoples we come to this time of prayer.
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In this time and place, we meet the presence of the living God;
the One who creates us and all that is.

In this time and place, the risen Christ is in our midst.
The risen Christ who accompanies us and all people.
In this time and place, God’s Holy Spirit breathes in and through us transforming us and all life.
In this time and place we are one people of God.
We declare this in the name of God, Source of all being, Eternal Word and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Lighting the Christ Candle and the Invitation

Prayer of the Day:
Holy God, who has created and is creating, 
who has come to us in Jesus, the Word made flesh to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit;
we give ourselves to you in this time of worship in search of deep connection with you and one 
another and in longing for the deep satisfying assurance that in this life and the next You are 
with us.  We are not alone.  
Make yourself known to us now.  Calm our fears, frustrations and disappointments.  
Give healing to us – body, soul, mind and spirit.
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Christ.  Amen.

Music Meditation:
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 Photo by Rev. Jay Olson

Like A Mother Who Has Borne Us https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbxnF8vbdXc

 Photo by Rev. Jay Olson

Listening for THE WORD

Scripture Readings: A compilation of biblical passages read throughout SummerSpirit 2020
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https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=_3vYQgKpfIg

(Read by Susan Mirhady, St. Stephen’s United Church) 
Hear now these selected verses of scripture we have shared together over the past 10 weeks of
SummerSpirit.  Listen for what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

We are not alone.
7 Where can I go from your spirit?  Or where can I flee from your presence?...
9 If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
10 even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast... (Psalm 
139:7-10)

38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

(Romans 8:7,9-10,38)

We believe in God.
“Teacher, I brought you my son; he has a spirit that makes him unable to speak; 18 and 
whenever it seizes him, it dashes him down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and 
becomes rigid; and I asked your disciples to cast it out, but they could not do so.”…  

23 Jesus said to him, “If you are able!—All things can be done for the one who 
believes.” 24 Immediately the father of the child cried out, “I believe; help my unbelief!”… 

27 Jesus took [the boy] by the hand and lifted him up, and he was able to stand. (Mark 
9:17b,23,24,27)

(Read by Peter Keenlyside, St. Stephen’s United Church)  
We trust in God.
5 Trust in God with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight…
7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; be in awe of God... (Prov.3:5,7a)

17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, 
or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides 
us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 
generous, and ready to share, 19 thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. (I Tim. 
6:17-19)

We are called to be the Church.
1 How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! …10 For a day in your courts is better
than a thousand elsewhere.  I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
than live in the tents of wickedness. (Psalm 84:1, 10)
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2 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds 
the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands:
2 “I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance…4 But I have this against you,
that you have abandoned the love you had at first. (Rev. 2:1,2a,4)

(read by Dianna Smith, Marpole United Church)
Celebrate God’s presence.
2 David and all the people with him set out…to bring up…the ark of God…5 David and all 
the house of Israel were dancing before the Lord with all their might, with songs and 
lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. (2 Sam 6:2,5)

1 Praise God in God’s sanctuary; in God’s mighty firmament! 
6 Let everything that breathes praise God! (Psalm 150:1b,6)

Live with respect in Creation.
1 The heavens are telling the glory of God.  (Psalm 19:1a)
19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20 for 
the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay 
and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. (Rom. 8:19)
  
(Read by Kevin Lei, Marpole United Church) 
Love and serve others.
17 For your God is…the great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no 
bribe, 18 who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the 
strangers, providing them food and clothing. 19 You shall also love the stranger, for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt. (Deut. 10:17-19)

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law?”… 27 He answered, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And [Jesus] said 
to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”   (Luke 10:25-28)

Seek justice and resist evil.
Then God spoke all these words:  2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before me.  (Ex.
20:1-17)
8 …the devil took [Jesus] to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor; 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall 
down and worship me.” 10 Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 
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‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only God.’”  11 Then the devil left him, and 
suddenly angels came and waited on him.  (Matt. 4:8-11)

(Read by Greg Bertram, Marpole United Church)
To proclaim Jesus. (John 4:5-7, 13-15a)
5 [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar…6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, 
tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well…  7 A Samaritan woman came to draw 
water…
13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those 
who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give 
will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to 
him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty…”  These are the stories of our 
faith.  
Thanks be to God.

Hymn:          Earth and All Stars https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJjfxjYSOQU

  Orange Shirt Day 2019

Reflection by the Rev. Jay Olson        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64TL1l-r6dk

Today is the last Sunday of SummerSpirit.  I think we can say that without a doubt, 
SummerSpirit 2020 has been like no other.  This time last year we had filled the St. Stephen’s 
United Church sanctuary with the joyful sounds of worship and then spread out through the 
hall spilling out into the yard with tables filled with delicious food and companionship.  We 
were one people in one place sharing a meal together.
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As I prayed for the good news for today, it was images of last year that came to mind 
accompanied by a joyful anticipation of the day when we can gather again as one people in one
place sharing a meal together.  That day will come I know.  

SummerSpirit 2020 has been filled with all kinds of inspiring expressions of faith providing both
comfort and challenge through preaching, music, art, video and still images.  Our focus has 
been to hear sacred texts through the lens of our New Creed.  These worship offerings have 
caused us to bring one another into our own living rooms, kitchens and other spaces we have 
designated for worship.  There has been an intimacy about that permitting us to let the 
liturgies move at a pace which has allowed each of us to stay in those moments and then to 
return to them as we wish.  

There has been joy and sorrow in SummerSpirit 2020.  We have had the summer to spend time 
in our own bubbles with our beloveds, time to talk and just be together.  Some have enjoyed 
the outdoors more and indulged in hobbies and new learnings.  Some of us have felt the 
struggle of illnesses and the pain of grief in the deaths of loved ones.  We remember today and 
give thanks for our beloved the Rev. Blake Field who, at 54 years of age, died on the bone 
marrow transplant ward at VGH just last month.

We have encouraged and supported one another, shared our frustrations and our resources.
So how then do we end this part of our journey together?  By remembering who we are.

In contemplating memories of SummerSpirit past and present, in both grieving and 
celebrating what is, I have been accompanied by 2 persistent questions and 1 witness.

“What is a Creed for; its purpose?”
“What is the New Creed’s bottom line if there is one?”
And, that witness?  - The life of Congressman John Robert Lewis.

In the past, Creeds and Confessions have served the purpose of correcting wrong doctrine or 
belief.  Communities of Faith have re-stated/re-written their creeds and confessions according 
to their contexts and conflicts, to allow for both adapting and holding-on, sometimes at the 
same time.  

Today in our context it is more useful to understand creeds and confessions of faith as 
statements of identity.  When people ask me what the United Church believes or what I 
believe, I tell them that our creed reminds us who we are and who we are to be in relationship 
to God and neighbour.  That is far more that a formula for right belief.  It is a way of life.  To 
know our creed as descriptive rather than prescriptive makes room for the empowering grace 
of God to take over and do the work of shaping us into the stature of the Christ.  Our creed is 
like a mirror that when we hold it up to ourselves, to one another and to the world, we see that 
we are not yet fully formed into the stature of the Christ, we have yet to live into it fully.

And does the New Creed have a bottom line?  I think it does though it is not stated as clearly as 
some might like.  For me, the bottom line is found in the spaces between the words.  In those 
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spaces, writ large is the most important commandment – love God with all that you are and all 
that you have and love neighbour, all of creation, as self.

Of course that’s the bottom line!  Can’t you hear it?  
Celebrate God  - Creator Christ Spirit 
Trust God
We are called into being
Love and serve others – ALL of creation
Justice YES!  Evil NO!
With God forever – one with – never alone

The most important commandment is, like the creed, also descriptive.  This is who we are to 
be.  It’s not just a list of things to believe or a to-do checklist.  We  are to live into the 
commandment and become it.

I was in conversation one day with an advanced student of Hebrew scripture and she told me 
that it is appropriate to understand the 10 commandments not just as prescriptive but as a 
description of what will one day be.  You shall one day love God with all that you are.  You shall 
one day truly love your neighbour as yourself.

It would serve us well, church and world, that if when we hold up in front of us the mirror of the 
New Creed we look into it for those parts of ourselves that have been and are being shaped 
into the embodiment of God’s love and just peace.

For me this summer, the life of Congressman John Lewis was that holy reflection - that mirror 
image of love, joy, insatiable good trouble that is God’s business today.  As a young boy he 
longed to be a minister of God’s love, so he practiced preaching kindness amid scarcity and 
injustice.  He grew into a young man who reached tirelessly for allies in the pursuit of the 
embodiment of God’s love for all people putting himself in harm’s way for the sake of others 
and a better world.  It was like he could do no other.  He was the embodiment of faith in a very 
human being, a man.

He started his life in a country that did not value him as a human being and, because of his 
lifelong passion and relentless efforts to embody the love of God for the world, at his death 
that same country showed him the respect that he had earned with every word, every bruise, 
every sermon and every piece of legislation.  Those who at one time had committed violence 
against him ended up showing their respect for this man of God, a small man of great stature.  

John Lewis’s life reflected a vision for a better world, God’s peaceable realm that might one 
day be that grace-filled reality that is still yet to be.  His identity and his efforts were infused 
with the commandment to love and it shaped him into a force for good bearing witness to 
what is still possible and what is desperately needed.
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He was a man not a god.  He lived his life as a beloved child of God.  This is our identity too – 
beloved of God entrusted with the care of beloved neighbours – all neighbours.

This Covid crisis is a spectacular opportunity to embody holy love by treating essential workers 
as truly essential.  It involves way more than saying “thanks”.  

It involves stopping the harm being done to creation.  As we know that involves way more than
recycling cans.  

It involves restructuring our national budget to put our money where our identity is.  That 
involves us all bearing the burdens and sharing the wealth.  The result can be that one day we 
will all be more secure and that there will be no more support for “survival of the fittest” 
politics where human suffering is treated as collateral damage.  

I pray that we will not waste this crisis by giving in to either defeatism or a sense of 
entitlement.  This is the time to transform.  Let’s not waste it.  Let’s look in the mirror and see 
that we are and we can be better than that.

We are not alone.  
We are at home in God’s world.  We are one big worldwide parish.
We are held forever in the heart of the Godhead – Creator, Christ, Spirit.
We are a people who celebrate God and serve all of creation.
We are a people of justice not evil.
We are thankful.
This is not what we do.  This is who we are.

So, Great God, keep re-shaping us so we can see right before our very eyes the life-giving 
consequences of grace-filled transformations, so that all will know your better world.

Response: I Will Be a Child of Peace https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XroUGSdwbBY

The RESPONSE
Pastoral Prayer Lindsay Gillis and Steven Ansley

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2CupD085eE

“Our Creed is Our Mission” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZmVRmw9Dt0

A New Creed:   led by Pacific Spirit and Knox United Churches
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MmGG3FxjOcg

We declare our faith together saying, 
We are not alone.  We live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
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who has created and is creating,
who have come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.

We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:

to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to see justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.

Thanks be to God. A New Creed, The United Church of Canada

The COMMISSIONING
Hymn:  O Day of Peace https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LXOwOlr9a-I

Blessing:   
We live in God’s world so, 

be in God’s world with a daring and tender love.  
Seek justice and resist evil.
Love and serve others.

Be at peace and do not be afraid because in life, in death, in life beyond death, 
God is with us.  

We are not alone.
Thanks be to God!

“You Do Not Walk Alone” by Elaine Hagenberg
https://youtu.be/gNCj2KW-JFk
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