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If you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ.   
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes all to 

his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host and our food, 
bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field and vineyard. 

Lectionary 23 September 6, 2020 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 

Gathering Hymn Built on a Rock #652 vs. 1 & 3 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. Sovereign God,  
All: enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your 

help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, 
and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. Amen. 

 

WORD 
 

Children’s Word  Pastor Clark Brown 

 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel 
are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. Paul reminds us that 
love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is 
present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 

1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, 
 even when steeples are falling; 
 crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, 
 bells still are chiming and calling— 
 calling the young and old to rest, 
 calling the souls of those distressed, 
 longing for life everlasting. 

3 Christ builds a house of living stones: 
 we are his own habitation; 
 he fills our hearts, his humble thrones, 
 granting us life and salvation. 
 Where two or three will seek his face, 
 he in their midst will show his grace, 
 blessings upon them bestowing. 
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Reading  Romans 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of 
the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in 
light of the future God has in store for us. 

Lector: A reading from Romans. 

Lector: Word of God, word of life. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel  Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a 
whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against 
another. 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to the disciples: 15“If another 
member of the church sins against you, go 

and point out the fault when the two of you 
are alone. If the member listens to you, you 

8Owe no one anything, except to love one 
another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, 
“You shall not commit adultery; You shall 
not murder; You shall not steal; You shall 
not covet”; and any other commandment, 
are summed up in this word, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 
 
  11Besides this, you know what time it is, 

how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 
now than when we became believers; 12the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us 
then lay aside the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light; 13let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, 
to gratify its desires. 
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Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.     All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Message Pastor Clark Brown 
 

Hymn of the Day Where Charity and Love Prevail #359 vs. 1, 3, & 5 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.*  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 

1 Where charity and love prevail, 
 there God is ever found; 
 brought here together by Christ's love, 
 by love we thus are bound. 
 
3 Let us recall that in our midst 
 dwells Christ, God's holy Son; 

 as members of each body joined, 
 in him we are made one. 
 
5 Let us forgive each other's faults 
 as we our own confess, 
 that we may love each other well 
 in Christian gentleness. 

have regained that one. 16But if you are not 
listened to, take one or two others along 
with you, so that every word may be 
confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen 
to them, tell it to the church; and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the 
church, let such a one be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell 

you, whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, 
truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything you ask, it will be done for 
you by my Father in heaven. 20For where 
two or three are gathered in my name, I am 
there among them.” 
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Prayers of Intercession 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the 
cooperative work of churches in this community especially through organizations like 
IHELP, the Gathering for Women, and our collaborative work with St. Philip and 
Epiphany churches. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide the work of the Lutheran 
World Federation and the World Council of Churches. God, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted 
to our care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or 
pollution especially those in Louisiana affected by hurricane Laura. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace 
and cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, 
civil servants, judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of all. God, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and 
those yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the 
outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit, especially Josh, Dawn, 
the family and friends of Judy Andreasen, and those that we now name silently or 
aloud… (pause). God, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to 
ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our 
work. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, 
equip us with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. God, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

Please stand 
Peace 
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 

You are welcome to share the peace using the comment section on YouTube or with 
anyone sheltering in peace with you. 
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Gathering of the gifts 
Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions–for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the wider church.  You may continue to send in 
your offering by postal mail or use our online giving option at www.sttim.org. 

 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
All:  You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your 
heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set 
tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  In the night in which he was betrayed… ...Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit with God’s people of every time and every 
place, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Pastor:  Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 
 

As we share communion in our homes, we remember that we are indeed surrounded by 
a great cloud of witnesses, sharing in communion with the saints of every time and 
place.  We receive the body and blood of Christ and share in the life of God as we 
accept the bread and wine or grape juice, and hear the words: “The body of Christ 
given for you” and “the blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 
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Lamb of God 

Prayer After Communion 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once 
again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this 
place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all 
who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
All: Amen 
 

SENDING 
 

Farewell and Godspeed for June Pedranti 
Pastor: June, as you leave our congregation, we wish to bid you farewell. Receive this 
reading from Exodus: The Lord said, “I am going to send an angel in front of you, to 
guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that I have prepared.” (Exodus 23:20) 

Pastor: In holy baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you a member of 
his church. In this congregation it has been our joy to share with you the mission and 
celebration of the life of Christ. God has blessed you in this community, and God has 
blessed us through you. We encourage you to continue to receive and share God’s gifts 
in your new home, united with us in the body of Christ and the mission we share. 
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Pastor: Let us pray. Eternal God, we thank you for June and for many years we have 
shared with her. As she has been a blessing to us, so now send her forth to be a blessing 
to others; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 
Benediction 
Pastor: Mothering God, 

 Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
All: Amen. 

Sending Hymn Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee #836 vs. 1 & 3 

Dismissal 
AM: Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Presiding Minister—Pastor Clark Brown 

Assisting Minister—Ida Barber 
Musician—Desma Johnson 
Cantor—Thompson Lange 

Altar Care—Ida Barber 

1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 
 God of glory, Lord of love! 
 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 
 praising thee, their sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
 drive the gloom of doubt away. 
 Giver of immortal gladness, 
 fill us with the light of day. 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 
 ever blessing, ever blest, 
 wellspring of the joy of living, 
 ocean-depth of happy rest! 
 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 
 all who live in love are thine; 
 teach us how to love each other, 
 lift us to the joy divine!  

Upcoming Commemorations 

Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654 
Wednesday, September 9, 2020 
Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in present-
day Colombia. His ministry was focused on the slaves that arrived there. He gave them 
food and medicine, learned their dialects, and taught them Christianity. 
From sundaysandseasons.com  
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Gospel Message 
 
Lectionary 23 
September 6, 2020 
 
Restoring Right Relationships 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus turns his attention to the community of believers. Mat-
thew is the only gospel in which Jesus explicitly speaks about the church and therefore 
addresses some concerns of communal living. This week, Matthew provides a frame-
work for responding to sin and conflict for the sake of restoration within a community. 

It is inevitable that in a relationship, a time comes when someone lets you down. They 
may disappoint you, fail to meet your expectations, hurt your feelings, disagree with 
you, misspeak, or break your trust. This happens in all relationships and in all places—
the church is no exception. Although these actions can be unintentional, occasionally 
relationships are scarred by purposeful acts of betrayal, abuse, deception, and malice. In 
all cases, Jesus’ way acknowledges the reality of broken people and relationships, and 
recommends a path forward. 

It is common to seek revenge or try to get even with those who have hurt us. We expect 
them to be punished for the wrong they have done. What Jesus proposes here is a system 
not of retributive justice but of restorative justice. Instead of demanding vengeance, we 
can engage the other person in order to heal and repair the relationship and community. 
We are to try multiple times, involving the community as needed, to make amends. We 
are not to give up on the ones who do harm, but to offer opportunities for dialogue and 
healing. 

Jesus does not abandon sinners or the church filled with conflicted believers. He comes 
among them as they listen to each other and works to restore their relationships. We 
practice the work of restoration every week by sharing a sign of peace with one another. 
In each exchange of peace, Jesus comes among us to offer grace and forgiveness. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Give Now for Wildfire Relief and U. S. Severe Storm Relief 

Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with Lutheran Social Services of Southern 
California and Lutheran Social Services of Northern California, along with the three 
California synods (Sierra Pacific, Southwest California and Pacifica) as well as to 
victims of the severe storms, to assess the situation and determine the best ways to 
respond. We expect immediate needs to include food and other life necessities, as well 
as emotional and spiritual care for those who have been traumatized. Long-term 
recovery assistance may include rebuilding and repairing homes.  
Wildfire Relief 

Severe Storm Relief 

 

Make checks payable to  
Lutheran Disaster Response. 
Write "U.S. Wildfires"  or “US Severe Storms” on your 
check's memo line and send to: 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
P.O. Box 1809  
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

 

Call 800-638-3522 to make a donation with a credit card. Operators are ready to assist 
you Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Central Time.  

Families in Beirut, Lebanon are in crisis and can’t wait. They 
need your love now.  Your  gift to our  Wor ld of Good emer-
gency response fund will send help to neighbors suffering in the 
aftermath of the devastating explosion.   https://lwr.org/beirut 

OR 

Mail check to: Lutheran World Relief PO Box 17061 Baltimore, 
MD 21297-1061 or call +1 (800) 597.5972 to make your secure 

https://community.elca.org/uswildfires?_ga=2.38783013.74841059.1598544202-65204391.1587846650
https://community.elca.org/us-storms?_ga=2.56254123.1611781100.1598322927-1748030800.1584602498
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Y0_9GTgNB0C9JVMr04MngnQcizr2Ni0WqZ3g96563ggkwohso7wfK3stID0-xqBVNGbXiwLwGIOMomrlK41xCoQ89CfHJSatIueuOxLWak5cQHLuaOVJQsZFWo7qVCrzw3HTwNPl3p4=&c=WRkKLT9_xhfOhrZEt9ts6dfCAo7AJzOOrUMjvqEBq_7Sm8oIXWKChA==&ch=tlPSTeW6hHWQIs-nqBIoH88wr
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Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Prayer Concerns 
Please remember in your prayers: 
 

Josh Bathit, grandnephew of Steve Solomon, who has undergone surgery for  a brain 
tumor. 

The family and friends of Judy Andreasen, Steve Solomon’s sister.  
Dawn Stallings, daughter  of Dolores, who has suffered a stroke.   
Katie and Matt Logan, as Katie has been laid off from  work. 
The family and friends of Joe Vargo (husband of Thompson Lange). 
Mark Northcutt, healing from hear t and kidney transplants and ongoing 
complications.  
Grant Hobson, grandnephew of Matt Schulz, being treated for  leukemia, and his 
parents Claire and Luke.  
Jeannie Kaffenburger, caregiver  for  her  husband, John, who has Alzheimer ’s 
disease. 
 

All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families). 
For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees. 
For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire 
Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the world. 

Torie Hamilton 
Rodger Marty 
Bonnie Bennett 
Jim McMullins 
Bill Reynolds 
Mary Lee Slater 
Marjorie Gabriel 
Tom Brown 
Aaron Grieg 

Byron Heppert 
Jacqueline Graham 
Gloria Llenaresas 
Riley Ann Holland 
Ronnie Lyons 
Irene McCloud 
Thomas Ansley 
Jackie Rullman 
Linda Henderson 

Beverly Schneideman 
Justice Gaudoin 
Peter Kracht 
Isabella Silva 
Randy Hoch 
Don Butler 
Mark Northcutt 
Helen Leikam 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
Liturgy: ELW Setting 6, T. Butler, J. Capers, J. Harris © 1993, 1999, 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
Built on a Rock, Text: Nicolai F. S. Grundtvig; tr. Carl Doving, adapt. © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Where Charity and Love Prevail, Text: Latin hymn, 9th. cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf; © 1960 World Library Publications. 
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee, Text: Henry van Dyke, Public Domain. 
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225          CCLI License #2883346          LicenSing License #604049          OneLicense License #A-706342 
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Notes and announcements 

 Online Worship: All services are posted online to YouTube.  If you have 
internet access, our YouTube Channel is at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHP8hutt19neqHHHpbQPcDA  Worship 
“premieres” at 10am each Sunday, but is available after that also. You can subscribe 
to our channel which makes finding us easier. 

 Social Hour: We have a social hour  following on Zoom at 10:30am.  
Information for worship and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you want 
to be on our email list or have questions, email/call/text Pastor  Clark at 
pastorclark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818. 

 Preparing for communion.  Our  online Sunday worship will include 
communion.  As you feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside 
some bread or crackers, and some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you 
need any of these items, please contact Ida Barber and we will arrange a safe drop 
off of the elements. 

 Prayer Concerns: Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or  changed prayer  
concerns at 375-1043. 

 Shopping etc.: Do you need help with shopping or  other  needs? Please contact 
Pastor Clark at 831-521-1818 or at his home 925-960-1468.  We do have volunteers 
who are happy to help and if you would like to help, let me know.   

 Study and discuss online: Pastor  Clark and Pastor  Tony are collaborating on 
opportunities to gather online: Wednesday Bible Study, and Sunday pastors’ class. 
The Tuesday Evening (6:30pm) Class will begin discussing the book “Dear Church” 
by Lenny Duncan this week. Email Pastor Clark for info: pastorclark@sttim.org. 

 Hymnals: Would you like to borrow a hymnal while we are “sheltering in 
peace?”  Please contact the office and we will make arrangements.   

 Offering: Please remember  your  offer ings to St. Timothy as our  expenses 
continue and we experience loss of income from outside groups.  Offering can be 
mailed to the church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting 
our website www.sttim.org. 

Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
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