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Take a deep breath.  
And again.  

 
The Gathering of the Community  

 
Leader  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all 

All:  And also with you.       
Leader  Let us pray. 
All  We thank you, O God, that you have again brought us together on the Lord’s  

   Day to praise you for your goodness and to ask your blessing. 

    Give us grace to see your hand in the week that is past, 

    and your purpose in the week to come; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Leader  Dear friends in Christ,  
    as we turn our hearts and minds  
    to worship almighty God, 
    let us confess our sins. 

All  Most merciful God, 

    we confess that we have sinned against you 

    in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

    and by what we have left undone. 

    We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

    we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

    We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

    For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

    have mercy on us and forgive us, 

    that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

    to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Leader  Merciful God, grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, 

    that we may be cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind; 

    through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you 

    and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

   

Leader  May the Peace of God be with you. 

All  And also with you. 
 

 

 



Act of Praise: Sing A New Song Unto the Lord     CP #312 
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The Collect of the Day     Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (2002)  
 

Lord of the church, you call a broken people around your table: 
in times of disagreement teach us to listen, loose us from prejudice 



and bind us to your way of forgiving grace; through Jesus Christ, 
who stands at the heart of our gathering. Amen. 

 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 

First Reading: Exodus 12:1-14 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for 
you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell 
the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take 
a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for 
a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb shall 
be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall 
be without blemish, a year old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the 
goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole 
assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take 
some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in 
which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it 
roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of 
it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner 
organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains 
until the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, 
your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it 
hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt 
that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human 
beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the 
Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the 
land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall 
observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 

Psalm 149 

Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new song;      
 sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful.  
 
Let Israel rejoice in his maker;       
 let the children of Zion be joyful in their king. 
 
Let them praise his name in the dance;      



 let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp. 
 
For the Lord takes pleasure in his people      
 and adorns the poor with victory. 
 
Let the faithful rejoice in triumph;       
 let them be joyful on their beds.  
 
Let the praises of God be in their throat      
 and a two-edged sword in their hand; 
 
To wreak vengeance on the nations       
 and punishment on the peoples;  
 
To bind their kings in chains        
 and their nobles with links of iron; 
 
To inflict on them the judgement decreed;      
 this is glory for all his faithful people. Hallelujah!  
 

 
Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You 
shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet"; and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word, "Love your neighbour as yourself." 
Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 
the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness 
and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in 
revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

Acclamation: Alleluia          

sung through 4 times 
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Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 

Jesus said, "If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out 
the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have 
regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along 
with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if 
the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 
be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, I am there among them." 
 

Sermon  

The Apostle’s Creed  

 

Leader  Let us confess our faith as we say,  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.                   

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 



He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead.                   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

 

The Prayers of the People   
 

Shall we pray. 
 
Blessed are you, creator of all, to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As your dawn renews the face of the earth bringing light and life to all 
creation, may we rejoice in this day you have made; as we wake 
refreshed from the depths of sleep, open our eyes to behold your 
presence and strengthen our hands to do your will, that the world may 
rejoice and give you praise.  Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
 

Pause 
 
Father God, we know that praying regularly is life giving and that you are 
always with us. Today we pray for our world, for the many areas of 
conflict, hardship, violence, sickness particularly in this time of COVID-19, 
we pray for all who are grieving the death of loved ones due to the virus; 
we pray for health care professionals, researchers and emergency 
personnel.   
 

Pause 
 
In our diocese we pray for the Vancouver Synod Office Staff and the Holy 
Cross Japanese Canadian church. We pray for the upcoming episcopal 
election and particularly for the candidates.  We pray for our parish of St. 
John the Divine and our priest the Rev. Cameron Gutjahr as he works to 
organize activities and services.  We give thanks for his presence among 
us.  We know that we are called daily to do Jesus’ work, we pray for 
courage to respond.   



Pause 
 

As school begins, we pray for administrators, teachers, parents and children and 
all that is involved in making everyone feel safe.  Many have suffered with the 
loss of work due to the virus and we pray for courage and hope that they may 
know your direction for their lives.  

 
Pause 
 

We remember those who have asked for our prayers due to illness or any other 
infirmity, for Muriel, Susan, Eleanor, Lori, the Howe Sound Women’s Centre, the 
residents of Hilltop House, the residents of Shannon Falls and the patients of 
Squamish General Hospital.   We pray for the repose of the soul of Monica Davis, 
may your light perpetual shine on her.   

 
Pause 
 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence set 
our hearts on fire with love for you this week and in the weeks to come.  We 
pray in Jesus’ precious name.  Amen. 

 
 
 
Offertory Hymn: Nearer My God to Thee     CP #538 
 
 

We invite you to make a gift to support the ministry of St. John the Divine.  St. John’s 

accepts e-transfers, online donations through the website and mailed cheques. To learn 

more, go to 

squamishanglicanchurch.ca/pages/donatetostjohn-the-divine-squamish 

 

https://www.squamishanglicanchurch.ca/pages/donate-to-st-john-the-divine-squamish
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Leader   Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 
All   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 



   your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against   
us. 

   Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Leader  Glory to God  
All  whose power, working in us, 

   can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
   Glory to God from generation to generation, 
   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever. Amen 
 

Leader  May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  

All  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

St. John the Divine Prayers for September 6th, 2020 

 

The Church  

    Holy Cross Japanese Canadian, Vancouver Synod Office Staff 

    St. John the Divine, Squamish- The Reverend Cameron Gutjahr  

 

Immediate Prayer Requests  

 

Muriel, Susan, Eleanor, Lori, The Howe Sound Women’s Centre, the 

residents of Hilltop House, the residents of Shannon Falls and the 

patients of Squamish General Hospital. 

 

We pray for the repose of the soul of Monica Davis 

   



In this time of COVID-19, we pray for all who are sick, for all who are 

grieving, for health care professionals, researchers and emergency 

personnel. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 
Reflection: Anyone - absolutely anyone - can be a theologian! 
 

Wow. Thank you so much to the parish council (and a couple others) who have filled this 
space with beautiful reflections over the summer months. I have been inspired and 
humbled by the faith and wisdom in their words. I hope you have all been encouraged 
by them as well. 

 
I think that sometimes clergy are made out to be “professional Christians” and the 
source of all theological thought and reflection. This is of course ridiculous. Anyone – 
absolutely anyone – can be a theologian! Each and every one of us can speak powerfully 
to the presence of God, the love of Jesus, and the activity of the Holy Spirit in the world 
and in our lives, like no one else can.  

 
I am pleased to return to this space to offer reflections, however, I want to continue 
giving opportunities to lift up the rich and varied voices of our parish family. Therefore, 
this year, on the first Sunday of each month, I will invite a different member of our 
community to offer a short reflection. 

 
I hope that the theme of these reflections might be prayer. How do you like to pray? 
What is your favourite prayer? When have you had a powerful experience of prayer (or 
being prayed for)? What is your prayer for yourself, St. John’s, the Sea to Sky, and the 
world?  

 
I pray that this practice may empower, encourage and inspire all of us more readily to 
share with each other and the wider community how God is moving in our lives.  

 
Each one of us – each one of you – has something beautiful to share, about prayer, 
about God, about a life of faith, something that no one else can say like you. I, for one, 
am excited to hear it. 

 
Thanks be to God! 

 
CG+ 

 



 


