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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  It is our prayer that this will be a time of worship and renewal for 
you, when you will encounter the living God revealed in Jesus Christ. 

INTRODUCTION:  

Waking up to matters of climate justice and environmental stewardship are among the most 
important callings people have today.  Over many years, through many voices, our churches 
have come to a growing conviction that loving our neighbour includes loving Earth as 
neighbour.  Indigenous Peoples continue to teach us that “Land” is about relationships 
between earth, water, animals, plants, peoples, environments and climate.  Healing 
relationships with the land are essential for justice and peace for all the earth as God speaks to 
us anew through relationships with the land. 

GATHERING   

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Creator, the fountain of life, the name of +Christ, the pulse of life, and the 
name of the Spirit, the breath of life.  Amen. 
Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with God’s presence. 

Christ we come into your presence today to worship in this sanctuary called Earth. 
A planet filled with your presence, quivering the forests, vibrating the land, pulsating in 
the wilderness, shimmering in the rivers. 

God, reveal yourself to us in this place and show us your face in all creation. 
Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with God’s presence. 
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“Come and Gather” 
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REMEMBERING  

We remember the dry land that rose from the waters in the beginning of creation, and the 
plants that emerged from the soil to cover the land with vegetation. 
We remember with delight the gardens and fields of our childhood, the places where we 
played in the sand, when we felt close to the ground, to bright flowers and crawling bugs. 
We remember and rejoice. 
Thank you, God, for the land, for soils that sustain our life. 

 

“Come and Gather” 

Come and gather beneath the tree of life 
Come and gather beneath the tree of life 
Root of wisdom, branch of peace, 
Fruit of healing and release 
 
Rooted in the rich earth of your Gospel 
May we bear the fruits your Word has planted 
Deep within our hearts         Refrain 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  
Gracious Creating God we remember and confess: 
That we have become alienated from Earth and cleared much of the life from the land in 
our garden planet.  We are sorry.  We have killed living soils with excessive chemicals.  We 
have turned fertile fields into lifeless salt plains.  We have cleared rich lands of wild life.  We 
have swallowed Earth’s resources in selfish cities. 
 
Gracious, Creative and Creating God we remember and confess.  We are sorry. 
We are sorry.  Forgive us, renew us and all creation we pray.  Amen. 
 
In the mercy of God, Christ hears your confession from deep in the tomb of Earth’s ground and 
forgives your sins against the land and against all creation.  In the name of God, the Creator, 
and of +Christ, God’s own heart; and of the Spirit of Breath, your sins are forgiven.  Come and 
gather beneath the tree of life!  Amen! 
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“Come and Gather” 

Come and gather beneath the tree of life 
Come and gather beneath the tree of life 
Root of wisdom, branch of peace, 
Fruit of healing and release 
 
Here beneath the branches of your mercy 
We invoke your name, remember how 
Your love has set us free     Refrain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  

 Let us pray. God, our Creator, we celebrate your vibrant presence among us and our kin in 
creation, especially in the soil, the fields and the land. 

Help us to empathize with your creatures who are suffering.  Lift our spirits to rejoice with the 
land, the flowers of the field, and all the creatures of the countryside.  In the name of Christ, 
who reconciles and renews all things in creation.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING:  Genesis 3:14-19 

The Lord GOD said to the serpent, 
 "Because you have done this, 
 cursed are you among all animals 
 and among all wild creatures; 
 upon your belly you shall go, 
 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and hers; 
 he will strike your head, 
 and you will strike his heel." 
 To the woman he said, 
 "I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; 
 in pain you shall bring forth children, 
 yet your desire shall be for your husband, 
 and he shall rule over you." 
 And to the man he said, 
 "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
 and have eaten of the tree 
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 about which I commanded you, 
 'You shall not eat of it,' 
 cursed is the ground because of you; 
 in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
 18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
 and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
 By the sweat of your face 
 you shall eat bread 
 until you return to the ground, 
 for out of it you were taken; 
 you are dust, 
 and to dust you shall return." 
 
A MODERN-DAY PSALM   
 
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
 let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
 let the field exult, and everything in it. 
Sing, soil, sing!  All creatures and plants of the ground rejoice! 
 
Wild flowers and fungi, swirling grasses, and prickly cacti join creation’s praise. 
Sing, soil, sing!  All creatures and plants of the ground rejoice! 
 
Farmlands and wheat fields; orchards and vineyards, gardens and wetlands sing to God above. 
Sing, soil, sing!  All creatures and plants of the ground rejoice! 
 
Life-giving microbes restoring the soil; worms and beetles digesting and decomposing; ant 
farms and burrowing wasps; the buzzing hum of creation’s song. 
Sing, soil, sing!  All creatures and plants of the ground rejoice! 
 
Snakes that slither on desert sands; gophers that tunnel beneath prairie lands; titmouse and 
sparrow nesting in bales of straw; the rhythmic pulse of the life of the ground and celebration 
of the song of the soil. 
Sing, soil, sing!  All creatures and plants of the ground rejoice! 
 
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
 let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
 let the field exult, and everything in it. 
 Sing, soil, sing!  All creatures and plants of the ground rejoice! 
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GOSPEL:  Luke 13:6-9 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 13th chapter. 
Glory to you O Lord. 
 
Then [Jesus] told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 
looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For three years I 
have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be 
wasting the soil?' He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put 
manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.'" 
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Touch the Earth Lightly”  ELW #739 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

Let us affirm our faith together. 

We believe that God creates all things, renews all things, and celebrates all things 

We believe Earth is a sanctuary, a sacred planet filled with God’s presence, a home for us 
to share with our kin. 

We believe that God became flesh and blood, became one in and with creation; a human 
being called Jesus Christ, who lived and breathed and spoke among us, suffered and died 
on a cross for all human beings and for all creation. 

We believe that the risen Jesus is the Christ at the core of creation, reconciling all things 
to God, renewing all creation and filling the cosmos 

We believe the Holy Spirit renews life in creation, groans in empathy with a suffering 
creation and waits with us for the rebirth of creation. 

We believe in the church and as created beings; the communion we share in kinship with 
all creation. 

We believe that with Christ we will rise and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation.  
Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Loving God, creator of the Universe, you know every creature and its needs. With great trust 

we turn our hearts to you. 

Jesus Christ, teach us to empathize with the earth…We pray for the world that through God’s 

grace we may hear its cry of damage done and be moved to protect it for future generations to 

enjoy. 

Jesus Christ, make our spirits sensitive to the cries of creation…We pray for the world we live in 

that God may open our eyes to recognize the goodness of all creation and help us to do what 

we can to restore and care for the wonderful gift we have been given. 

Jesus Christ, make our ears sensitive to the cries of justice from the hills and trees and for the 

endangered species of our forests…We pray for our local community that we may be good 

neighbours to each other and to the whole creation, restoring and caring for all that God has 

made. 

Jesus Christ, make our faith sensitive to the groans of the Spirit, groans from the deserts, the 

salt plains, and the winds…We pray for our world leaders that God may grant them wisdom to 

make just decisions that respect the earth and all that lives in it. 
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Jesus Christ, make our souls sensitive to the songs of our kin, songs of celebration from the 

sea, the land, and the air…We pray for our church that we may hear the urgent cry of the earth 

and of the poor and be inspired to respond at this crucial time. 

Jesus, teach us to care. 

Deal mercifully with all those whose lives are shadowed by suffering, sorrow or any kind of 

adversity. Give them gentle, wise and compassionate caregivers. We pray especially today for 

Sharla Asplund, Debi Bailey, Renee Barton, Marion Belle, Arne Birk, Eva Dreilich, Olai and Suzy 

Egeland, Dave and Trudy Elliot, Lyle and Marlene Everitt, Olivia, Syd Hall, Pastor Dick and Jan 

Hanson, Corrie Hann, Patrick Hicks, Myrna Husdal, Klaus Isele, Harriet Jacobson, Shirley 

Johnson, Eowyn Miller, Lorraine Neal, Catherine Pike, Grace Pittman, Lilian Pohjakas, 

Margaret Pommen, Lars and Hazel Rawlings, Clayton Sailer, Montgomery Sailer, Rosemary 

Shannon, Landon Skretting, Wayne Street, Elizabeth Whiteford, Judy and Ron and all those 

suffering from COVID. 

Today we pray especially for Doreen Allen and Myrtle Allison. We continue to offer prayer and 

support for Pastor Kathy and for our Vacation Bible School. 

Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours,. We thank you for those who have showed us 

faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught us to 

praise you (especially John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, whom we commemorate 

today) 

We pray these things in Jesus name, Amen.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,   
 your will be done,     
     on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins,    
 as we forgive those     
   who sin against us;        
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.    
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  

    now and forever.  Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 
May God who established the dance of creation; 
Who set the stars to twinkle in the heavens; 
Who causes the waves to crash and foam; 
Who makes the calf skip for joy and the trees clap their hands; 
May God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit; 
Fill you with joy and transform your lives; that with all the earth you might reflect the glory of 
God.  Amen.   
 
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Morning has Broken”   ELW #556 
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SENDING 
 
Christ calls you to be disciples, to serve others with love and compassion and to serve Earth by 
caring for creation. 
 
We will remember the land! 
We will groan with creation! 
We will sing with the soil and rejoice with the fields! 
We will celebrate life! 
 
Go in peace, serve Christ, care for the Earth. 
Thanks be to God!  We will! 
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