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A story is told about a couple who “met through online dating.  
The first dates were ecstatic fun.  

They liked each other’s looks, touch and kisses 
—amazing compatibility. 

 
They discovered that they liked the same movies and music.  

And when they talked about how they dealt with life’s challenges  
they were both impressed by each other’s commitment  

to fairness, generosity, open-mindedness and honesty.  
 
They had both been online dating for a long time  

and though there had been occasional good dates,  
nothing lasted.  

 
Maybe this one would be different.  
 [Maybe…] 
 
[Now her] mom had been a stickler about table etiquette.  

On their fifth date [she] made a slightly snarky comment  
about how [he] held his fork.  

 
He responded with a parody of etiquette  

that to [her] felt like a put down.  
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[Later that night] he made a slightly snarky comment  
about her occasional drops into baby talk,  

and she got defensive in ways he found alarming.i  
 
PAUSE 
 
Most of us have experienced that ‘honeymoon’ in relationships. 
 Romantic relationships, friendships, or leadership roles. 
 
Everything begins with joy and optimism, 
 Until someone crosses a line… 
  Transgresses a boundary… 
 
Sometimes these transgressions can be overlooked. 
 Other times they immediately create a break, a rupture, 
  And the relationship is never the same. 
 
And we wonder: 

Is there a way back 
to the place we were before? 

 
PAUSE 
 
This morning we are beginning a journey. 
 This past summer  

we travelled through that letter called 2 Corinthians. 
 
It was a short trip through a single book of the Bible. 
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This fall we are beginning an epic trip 
 Through the Old and New Testament. 
 
Using the Narrative Lectionary  

we will be visiting the major episodes of the Bible 
  To help us see the coherence and movement of Scripture. 
 
From now till advent we will make stops in the early chapters of Genesis,  

move through the stories of Israel’s early history, the exodus,  
the kings, prophets, exile and return. 

 
From Christmas to Easter we will journey through a gospel. 

From Easter to Pentecost we will visit the book of Acts and  
Some of Paul’s letters. 

 
If you stick with us, this coming ‘school year’ 
 Will give you a truly panoramic view of the Bible. 
 
PAUSE 
 
Today we begin with a reading  

from the second and third chapter of Genesis. 
It is the Bible’s second creation story  

  
According to Biblical scholar and noted preacher William Willimon, 
 “the story before us could be as old as the tenth century B.C.E.,  

among the oldest parts of the Bible.”  
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He notes further that “Unlike the [previous] creation account  
in Genesis 1:1-2:4a,  

this [account] is concerned not so much  
with the ordering of creation  

as with the nature of humanity  
that the Lord has created.”ii  

 
The focus is on humanity and our relationships. 
 
This account describes how God created man from the dust; 
 How God gave man the task of caring for God’s garden; 
  How God brought the birds and animals to man, to be named; 
   How God created woman out of man,  

to be a suitable partner. 
 
Man and women live in this idyllic relationship 
 with creation, with each other, and with God. 
  There is no fear. There is no guilt. There is no separation. 
 
God walks in the garden with God’s creation. 
 
But these idyllic relationships don’t last. 
 There is a breach in these relationships  

that has a resounding impact on everything. 
 
While God has provided man and woman with a vocation 
 And incredible freedom  

(they may eat from all the trees minus one) 
   the forbidden fruit is enticing. 
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Man and woman want to be wise like God,  
rather than remain God’s obedient people. 

  When the woman engages in a conversation with the serpent, 
   that temptation grows. 
 
They have a theological conversation, but God isn’t part of it. 
 Not surprisingly the conversation  

is used to escape obedience.iii 
 
Man and woman eat the forbidden fruit. 

They gain knowledge but lose their innocence. 
 
They are naked and ashamed 
 And all of their relationships suddenly change. 
 
What you will find later in chapter 3 

Is that this newfound knowledge  
makes them unsuitable for the garden. 

 
They are banished from this paradise 
 Where relationships are equitable 
  And the land is fruitful 
   And God walks among them 
    In the early morning dew. 
 
In the stories that follow, humanity will face incredible hardship. 

And knowing good from evil 
  Won’t always help them to make the right choice. 
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So what are we to make out of this story? 
 Why do we find it in the Bible? 
  What is it meant to teach us? 
 
I think it goes a long way in helping us understand 
 The brokenness we experience in all our relationships: 
  Why creation is abused, why people hurt the ones they love, 
   Why God sometimes seems so absent. 
 
There is something in our hearts 
 That seeks to escape any limitation. 
  There is something in our heart 

That sabotages the best situations.  
 
The story of Eden talks about the human inclination towards sin. 
 
Knowing this story could  
 Help that couple I described 

at the beginning of my sermon. 
 
This story could save them from flitting around 
 From one relationship to another. 
  It would help them realise  
   That perfection cannot be expected. 
 
Because of our inclination to sin, 
 We will eventually let each other down. 
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But the story also helps us understand our dreams for something better. 
 It shows us that we were designed to be in right relationships 
  With creation, with each other, with God. 
 
So can we ever find our way back home? 
 
To answer this question you need to continue your journey 
 Through the Bible’s narrative. 
 
But there’s a hint of hope even at the end this account. 
 I mentioned that at the end of chapter three  
  Man and women are banished from the garden. 
 
But even as they are sent out 

the Lord provides clothes for them, garments of skin. 
Blood is shed so that they can be protected from the elements 

   And cover their guilt and shame. 
 
Those clothes will eventually wear out. 
 But it gives us hope that God  
  Has another plan to deal with our sin and brokenness; 
   Another plan to teach us  

about forgiveness and reconciliation. 
 
So that we won’t always live east of Eden 

but will one day find our way home. Amen. 
 

 
i Jeremy E. Sherman “Making Relationships Last Past The Honeymoon Period” Psychology Today September 14, 2014 

www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/ambigamy/201409/making-relationships-last-past-the-honeymoon-period 
ii William Willimon “First Sunday in Lent, Year A; Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7” The Lectionary Commentary: The Old Testament and 

Acts 7,8 
iii See Walter Brueggemann Genesis 48 


