
 

St. Mary the Virgin Anglican Church 

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Season of Creation 3, September 20, 2020 

“Open our hearts, O Lord,  
to give heed to what is said by your Son.” 

 

Welcome 

The Parish of St. Mary the Virgin is a member of the Diocese of 
British Columbia and the Anglican Church of Canada. We are 
an inclusive and welcoming parish: the sacraments of the church 
(baptism, communion and marriage) are available to all people 
on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. As a parish 
we acknowledge with gratitude that we live, work and play on the 
traditional lands of the Lekwungen speaking people. We commit 
ourselves, as a settler church and people, to continue with our 
First Nations hosts on the journey of truth-telling, healing, and 
reconciliation. 

VISITORS   Welcome! We are delighted that you have 
joined us for worship. 

COMMUNION   All are invited to receive communion. 
For your safety, only the bread will be shared. Be assured 
that in the Anglican Church of Canada it has always been 
our tradition that receiving only one of the elements is 
considered full Communion. 

Gluten free wafers for communion are available. Please 
request it from the person who is distributing the bread. 

The flowers are given to the Glory 
of God and in Loving Memory of 
Robert George (Bob) Huxley and 

Clifford & Stella Holdsworth, parents of Mary 



2 

10:00am Service 

Liturgical resources for the Season of Creation 2020 

Presider & Preacher: The Rev’d Canon Craig Hiebert 
Ministers of Welcome: Christine Moeckl, Mary Huxley 
Organist: Curt Bergen 
Musicians: Alexa Ste Marie, Pamela Whiston, Regina Rios,  
Live Stream Team: Pedro Siqueira, Barry Whiston 

Note: in the service order, words set in bold italic type are said by the congregation. 

The Community Gathers Before God 

Prelude & Procession  Vater Unser in Himmelrich, J.S. Bach 
Welcome 

Opening Prayer 

We gather in the image of the Creator 
who is a community of love. 
We gather in the name of the Redeemer 
who reconciles all of creation.  
We gather in the presence of the Life Giver 
who inspires new life and renews it.  

Centring Stillness 

Let us hold this moment open to the Spirit of God. 
Silence is kept. 

Collect of the Day  

O God from your providing hand even the dissatisfied and grumbling receive what they need 
for their lives. Teach us your ways of justice and lead us to practice your generosity, so that 
we may live a life worthy of the gospel made known through your Son Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour. Amen.  

Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (2002) alt. 
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The Story of Faith is Proclaimed 

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Exodus 16. 2-15 (Carmen Stansberry) 

2 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the 
land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us 
out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.’ 
4 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day 
the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether 
they will follow my instruction or not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring 
in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.’ 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the 
Israelites, ‘In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard 
your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?’ 8 And 
Moses said, ‘When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the 
morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are 
we? Your complaining is not against us but against the Lord.’ 
9 Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, “Draw near to 
the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.”’ 10 And as Aaron spoke to the whole 
congregation of the Israelites, they looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord 
appeared in the cloud. 11 The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12 ‘I have heard the complaining of 
the Israelites; say to them, “At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have 
your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.”’ 
13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer 
of dew around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the 
wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites 
saw it, they said to one another, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it was. Moses said to 
them, ‘It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



4 

Psalm 105. 1-6, 37-45 Alexa Ste. Marie and The St. Mary Singers 

Refrain: The Lord has always been mindful of his covenant 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name; 
make known his deeds among the peoples. 
Sing to him, sing praises to him, 
and speak of all his marvellous works. R 
Glory in his holy name; 
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord 
rejoice. 
Search for the Lord and his strength; 
continually seek his face. R 
Remember the marvels he has done, 
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
O offspring of Abraham his servant, 
O children of Jacob his chosen. R 
He led out his people with silver and gold; 
in all their tribes there was not one that 
stumbled. 

Egypt was glad of their going, 
because they were afraid of them. 
He spread out a cloud for a covering 
and a fire to give light in the night season. R 
They asked, and quails appeared, 
and he satisfied them with bread from heaven. 
He opened the rock, and water flowed, 
so the river ran in the dry places. 
For God remembered his holy word 
and Abraham his servant. R  
So he led forth his people with gladness, 
his chosen with shouts of joy 
He gave his people the lands of the nations, 
and they took the fruit of others’ toil, 
That they might keep his statutes 
and observe his laws. Hallelujah! R 

Gospel Hymn For the Healing of the Nations (576) 
Please note: for the time being, congregational singing is not permitted in order to maintain the safety of all.  
Please allow the musicians in the chancel to sing on our behalf. 

1. For the healing of the nations, 
God, we pray with one accord; 
for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 
To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 

2. Lead us, Father, into freedom; 
from despair your world release, 
that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 
Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

3. All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 
pride of status, race, or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice, 
may we hallow life's brief span. 

4. You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind; 
for our growing in your likeness, 
bring the life of Christ to mind; 
that by our response and service 
earth its destiny may find. 
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Gospel Matthew 20. 1-16 
Before the Gospel is read, the reader says: 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Good News of Jesus according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Then Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the labourers for the usual 
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 
others standing idle in the market-place; 4 and he said to them, “You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. 5 When he went out again about 
noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found 
others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” 7 They 
said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 
8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and 
give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” 9 When those hired 
about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10 Now when the first 
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily 
wage.[c] 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, “These 
last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 
of the day and the scorching heat.” 13 But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you 
no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14 Take what belongs to you 
and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” 16 So the last 
will be first, and the first will be last.’ 

The Gospel of Christ 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+20.+1-16&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23801c
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Responding to the Word 

Sermon  
Special Music              Look at the World, Rutter, The St. Mary's Singers 

Affirming our faith The Apostles Creed 

Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, (+) the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People (Carmen Stansberry) 
In our prayers, we commit ourselves to partnering with God in the mission of loving our 
neighbours, responding:  
Creator God, hear us we pray, Give us your love for the whole of Creation. 
In your prayers this week remember the following: those in need of healing and care, including Vic, Monty and Audrey. We pray 
for Ansley, the diocesan administrator, Melissa, our Metropolitan, and Linda, our Primate. Pray for our congregation of St. Mary 
the Virgin, Oak Bay and our clergy Craig Hiebert & Dyan Davison. Pray for our diocese of islands and inlets, as we prepare to elect 
a new bishop on September 26; delegates to the electoral Synod as they prayerfully prepare; and the candidates, as they wait 
upon God’s direction. Pray for the Diocese of Caledonia and Bishop David Lehmann. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, 
and Bishop Susan Johnson. In the Church further afield, pray for the Province of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan The Most 
Rev’d Justin Badi Arama, Bishop of Juba and Archbishop of the Province of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan. Pray for all who 
are struggling with the physical, social and economic effects of the current COVID-19 Pandemic. Give thanks for the continued 
success of the re-opening of the Churchmouse Books and our place of worship, and pray for the parish members and volunteers 
who serve our community. 
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Confession of Sin and Assurance of Pardon 

Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor, and repent of the ways in which we 
waste the resources of the world. 

“Let All Things Their Creator Bless”: Liturgy for Use During the Season of Creationtide, Diocese of Guilford, p. 11  

Silence is kept.  

We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of God’s creation. God our 
Creator, we are sorry for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly, and acted 
ungratefully. 
Hear our prayer, and in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us.  
We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but sometimes forget that you have given them to us. 
Creator, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us.  
We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry. 
Creator, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us.  
We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the world you have made. 
Creator, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us.  
We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no heaven. 
Creator, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us.  

“Let All Things Their Creator Bless”: Liturgy for Use During the Season of Creationtide, Diocese of Guilford, pp. 14-15 (alt.).  

The Presider reminds us of God’s healing and forgiveness: 

Peace 

The congregation stands 

The Peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 
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The Sacred Meal Is Shared 

Offertory Fairest Lord Jesus (619) 
For safety, the Collection Plate has been placed at the back of the church for use as you arrive. It will be moved to the front of the 
church during the Offertory hymn and placed in a location where you may place your gifts as you come to receive Communion. 
Please also consider one of the other means of giving that we have made available, that do not require our volunteers and staff to 
handle cash and cheques: electronic donations on our website via CanadaHelps, or bi-weekly or monthly direct debit donations via 
our diocesan Electronic Collection Plate (details are available in a brochure at the entrance, or on the website: 
www.stmarysoakbay.ca/donate). 

Please note: for the time being, congregational singing is not permitted in order to maintain the safety of all. 

1. Fairest Lord Jesus,  
ruler of all nature,  
O thou the Godhead’s human son:  
thee will I cherish,  
thee will I honour,  
thou my soul's glory, joy, and crown. 

2. Fair are the meadows,  
fairer still the woodlands,  
robed in the blooming garb of spring; 
Jesus is fairer,  
Jesus is purer,  
who makes the troubled  heart to sing. 

3. Fair is the sunshine,  
fairer still the moonlight,  
and fair the twinkling, starry host;  
Jesus shines brighter,  
Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast. 

4. All fairest beauty,  
heavenly and earthly,  
wondrously, Jesus, is found in thee;  
none can be nearer,  
fairer, of dearer  
than thou, my Saviour, art to me. 

Prayer over the gifts  

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, so that we might 
for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.  

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006) alt. 

The Celebration of the Eucharist from the Anglican Church of South Africa 
The congregation remains standing, as they are able 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

You spoke the Word and all that is in heaven and on the earth, all things, came to be. Your 
Spirit hovered over the primal elements, and you brought forth life in forms innumerable, 
including this our fragile earth, and we amongst its inhabitants.  
As our past is in you, so our hope for the future rests with you. As we have turned from your 
way, so we turn again to the warmth of your love. Through you all things are brought to new 
life.  
And now we give you thanks for the glories of your creation given into our care, and for the 
opportunities we have to share that richness with all your people  
And so with the wonders of creation and the songs of praise of all your creatures both in 
heaven and on earth we praise you now and forever saying:  
Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
In the night that Jesus was betrayed, he took bread, work of human hands, gift of our earth, 
and gave thanks to God. He broke the bread to speak to us of the breaking of his body upon 
the cross. He gave it to his friends and said:  
Take and eat, for this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.  
He took the wine, work of human hands, gift of our earth, and gave thanks to God, Creator. 
He poured out the wine to speak to us of the pouring out of his blood. He gave it to his 
friends saying:  
This is my blood of the new covenant, shed for you and for all creation for the forgiveness of 
sins. Every time you drink of the wine, do this in remembrance of me.  
So we proclaim the mystery of faith  
Christ has died  
Christ is risen  
Christ will come again. 
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Therefore God, we who seek your reconciliation; we who need reconciliation one with 
another; we who hope for reconciliation with all creation, draw close to this mystery.  

In being broken, spilt and buried, life sprang forth again. In the breaking, there is an 
opening up; in the spilling, there are the roots of sharing; in death and burial, there is the 
seed of the new life to come.  
As we look in our world, in our lives, and in our hearts, for his second coming, keep us close 
to this vision that we have seen. Through the giving in the bread and wine, reconcile us to 
our world and give us the broken oneness, the spilt unity, and the buried resurrection by 
which we can restore your creation and fulfil your will.  

Send upon us, and upon all your creation, the life-giving Spirit who first moved upon the 
waters of the deep.  
Stir in us the creative and redeem the destructive. Unite us with you through the body and 
blood of your Son, your Word made flesh as your Word has made flesh.  
By whom, and with whom and in whom, in the unity of your Creative Spirit, with all that has 
been, is, and will be in your universe, we stand before you and worship you, God of all, in 
songs of everlasting praise,  

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours forever and ever. Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
Silence is held 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Communion Prelude on Rhosymedre, Ralph Vaughan Williams 
Please follow the direction of the greeters as they invite rows to approach the nearest station to receive communion. 

If you do not wish to receive communion, but someone else in your aisle wishes to pass by you, please exit your pew temporarily to 
allow them to pass at a safe distance. You are also welcome to approach the presider for a blessing only—this is traditionally 
indicated simply by crossing your hands over your chest as you approach. 

We Are Sent into the World 

Prayer after Communion  

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your 
Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for 
the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006) 

Community notes 

Affirmation 

The congregation stands 

Glory to God, Whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory 
to God, from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 
Dismissal 

Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life. 
Amen. 

Postlude Praeludium et Fuga in G, J.S. Bach 

The musical postlude is a part of worship, extending the beauty of holiness so that the congregation can remember and give 
thanks for our encounter with God’s Word as it has been experienced this day. You are invited to use this time for reflection, 
remaining seated. 
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Retirement Event for Bishop Logan  

Join the diocese of islands and inlets on October 23 at 7:00pm for a special video event in 
celebration of Bishop Logan McMenamie’s ministry. With +Logan as our special live guest, we’ll 
take everyone on a journey that will include photos, music, special messages from all over the 
diocese, and live-streamed presentations. The event will be viewable on the diocesan website, 
Vimeo, and Facebook Live, simultaneously. All you need to do is find a comfortable viewing 
location, pour yourself a beverage, and click the link at 7:00pm on October 23. The link to the 
event will be distributed the week of. 
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