
 

September 20th, 2020  

Singing our Song of Faith in Extraordinary times! 

CLIFF AVENUE UNITED CHURCH 
www.cliffavechurch.com  

1600 Cliff Ave, Burnaby, BC V5A 2K2 
Minister:  Rev. Jennifer Goddard-Sheppard 

 Musician: Perry Dickison  
Office Administration:  Pam Athey 

 Tel: 604-420-2621;  cliffave@shaw.ca 
Office hours:  1 – 5 pm Tuesday through Friday 

(please call first as we sometimes work from home during pandemic) 

 

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF MEETING 

All members and adherents of Cliff Avenue United Church 

are asked to attend our Annual Congregational Meeting  

(to approve the 2019 Annual Report) followed by a 2020 

Congregational update Meeting on Saturday September 

26 at 10:30 am in the Sanctuary of the church.  Please 

wear a MASK; physical distancing, and other pandemic 

protocols will be observed.  A ZOOM option will be 

available for those who are unable to attend in person. 

Please bring your printed copy of the 2019 Annual Report 

(if you have one) with you to the meeting.  
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GATHERING MUSIC – “Amen” (Psalm 145)  
(Composed and performed by Jon Buller – 2017) 

(Lyrics included in the video) 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkUH2Gu5B94  

 

Call to Worship 

We come into worship these last weeks of summer.  We 

come in anticipation of a year ahead filled with times of 

faithful activity, refreshing renewal and quiet 

contemplation.  We come to encounter once again the 

living God among us.  We come, ready, willing, and 

excited to encounter the God who dwells with us and 

among us.   Let worship begin! 

Opening Prayer and Prayer of Unburdening 

As the warmth of the summer turns to the coolness of 

autumn, and the leaves turn from green to brilliant 

shades of crimson, gold and orange, may we know 

your presence, beloved Son of God.  As the planting of 

summer turns to the abundance of our harvest, may 

our hearts turn with gratitude to you, Creator of All.  

Rest in the holy presence and unburden as you lay 

down your worries and cares in a few moments of 

silence…Amen. 

Opening Hymn: “For the Fruit of all Creation”  
Words By: Fred Pratt Green Arr. Mark Hayes 

(Lyrics and music included in video) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pidGcROUCMg  
 

Minute for Mission  (included with Scripture recording) 
 

Disabled Farmers in Cuba 

Mission & Service–funded global partner the Cuban 

Council of Churches has united two goals in a pilot 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkUH2Gu5B94
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pidGcROUCMg


project: encouraging sustainable farming and creating 
churches that are more inclusive of people with 

disabilities. Twenty families in four provinces in Cuba 
receive farming support and pastoral care. Farmers 

diversify their skills, gain more autonomy, and improve 
their families’ resilience.  

Ernesto González, the project coordinator, is an 

agronomist who lives with partial paralysis. He offers 
support to farmers who may have visual impairments, 

intellectual disabilities, damaged hands, or other 
challenges, explaining that the project meets a need for 
inclusion while supporting economic improvement.  

An important part of the project includes participants 
giving back to their communities and to other people 

living with disabilities. This way, strengthening family 
economies also involves building a social economy—one 
built on collaboration rather than competition. For 

example, one man who has an intellectual disability works 
with his parents to produce a variety of vegetable crops, 

and then they share some of their produce with a seniors’ 
home. Other families raise sheep, goats, or pigs.  

“Our emphasis is to support these people first with what 
they want to do,” says Ernesto.  

Funds raised through the Gifts with Vision program of the 

United Church are used to provide small grants so 
families can buy seeds, small animals, or whatever they 

need to improve their farms.  

If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of 
your life, thank you so much! If you have not given, 

please join us in making Mission & Service giving a 
regular part of your life of faith. Loving our neighbour is 

at the heart of our Mission & Service. 

Scripture Readings   

Matthew 20:1-16   

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 

out early in the morning to hire labourers for his 



vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual 

daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went 

out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 

market-place; and he said to them, “You also go into the 

vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they 

went. When he went out again about noon and about 

three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he 

went out and found others standing around; and he said 

to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” They 

said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to 

them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening 

came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 

“Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning 

with the last and then going to the first.” When those 

hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the 

usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought 

they would receive more; but each of them also received 

the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they 

grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last 

worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to 

us who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I 

am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for 

the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I 

choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I 

not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? 

Or are you envious because I am generous?” So the last 

will be first, and the first will be last.’ 

 

Psalm 145:1-8 

Praise. Of David. 

I will extol you, my God and King, 

   and bless your name for ever and ever. 

Every day I will bless you, 

   and praise your name for ever and ever. 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 

   his greatness is unsearchable. 



One generation shall laud your works to another, 

   and shall declare your mighty acts. 

On the glorious splendour of your majesty, 

   and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 

The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed, 

   and I will declare your greatness. 

They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness, 

   and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 

 

The Lord is gracious and merciful, 

   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-
bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings 

Response:   For the Living Word  We sing Praise! 

Reflection       Rev. Jen 

https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-
bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings 

Musical Reflection “Praise You in this Storm”  

(Lyrics included in video) 
(Performed by Natalie Grant) 

(Composed by Mark Hall & Bonnie Herms – 2020) 

                  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5p-jikL-81w  
 

Offering and Prayers of the People 

https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-

bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings 

The Disciples Prayer (The Lord’s Prayer) 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day, our daily bread 

and forgive us our trespasses 

https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings
https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings
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as we forgive those who trespass against us 

And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil 

for thine is the kingdom 

the power and the glory 

for ever and ever.  Amen! 

Sending Forth 

The Peace 

May God’s Peace be with you!  And also with you. 

Closing Hymn  “All Creatures of our God and King”  
                           (Performed by Maranatha! Music) 

                           (Lyrics included in video) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0d3gO6qDLNA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0d3gO6qDLNA

