
    

  Trinity United Church 
September 20, 2020    Sixteenth after Pentecost      

Welcome to Trinity United Church. We strive to 
be a safe community for all; regardless of race, 

creed, age, cultural background, religious 
affiliation or sexual orientation. We are all 

invited guests of God.  
************************************ 

We acknowledge that for many thousands of 
years the indigenous people of Turtle Island 

walked on this land. We are thankful to share in 
the special spirit of this place, rich in the 
energy of Mother Earth and the love of all 

Creation. 
 
Lighting Christ Candle 
 
Chorus from Hymn 79 in More Voices 
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving,  
Spirit, open my heart.   
 
Announcements  
 
Call to Worship (adapted from Norm S.D. Esdon) 
Like shorebirds living between sand and surf we live in 
a world of in-between… 

Between punching the clock and smelling the 
roses… 

Serving others and renewing ourselves… 
 Between hanging on and letting go… 

Sticking with the old and risking the new… 
Between seeking justice and avoiding division… 

Between who we are and what others think we should 
be…  

We are shorebirds living between cross and 
rolled away stone… 

Between the alpha and omega, the beginning and the 
end… 

We are not alone in this in-between place called 
faith-full church… 

We have come to worship God whose kingdom is 
here…but not yet…in-between but drawing nearer. 
 
Lord’s Prayer (960 in Voices United) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them 
that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and 
ever. AMEN  
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



    
  

	
	

Hymn	216	Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above 
 

Sing praise to God, who reigns above,  
the God of all creation,  
the God of power, the God of love,  
the God of our salvation;  
with healing balm my soul is filled,  
and every faithless murmur stilled:  
to God all praise and glory! 

 
What God's almighty power hath made,  
God's gracious mercy keepeth: 
by morning glow or evening shade  
God's watchful eye ne'er sleepeth; 
within the shelter of God's might, lo! 
all is just and all is right:  
to God all praise and glory! 

 
Our God is never far away, 
but through all grief distressing, 
an ever-present help and stay, 
our peace, and joy, and blessing; 
as with a mother's tender hand, 
God gently leads the chosen band: 
to God all praise and glory! 

 
Thus all my gladsome way along, 
I sing aloud thy praises  
that all may hear the grateful song  
my voice unwearied raises. 
Be joyful in your God, my heart! 

Both soul and body take your part: 
to God all praise and glory! 
 
 
Epistle: Philippians 1: 21-30 (Paul’s struggle)  
   
Hymn	127	in	More	Voices:	I Saw the Rich Ones 
I saw the rich ones I saw what they gave  
The Widow who offered two pennies she’d saved  
And I saw she was smiling I knew she was glad 
And I wondered because she gave all that she had 

 
But with God the world is turned upside down 

The poor are embraced and the lost they are found. 
Let’s work for a world where all people are free  

Where it’s good to feel good about  
God loving you and me. 

 
I saw Zacheus, a sinner they said  
But to his house I saw Jesus go to break bread  
And I knew something special had happened that day 
when Zacheus gave half of his riches away. 

 
But with God the world is turned upside down 

The poor are embraced and the lost they are found. 
Let’s work for a world where all people are free  

Where it’s good to feel good about  
God loving you and me. 

 
Men in the vineyards were grumbling one day  
I knew they weren’t happy with what they’d been paid  
For the ones who came later were paid just the same 
as the workers who greeted the dawn when they 
came. 



    
  

 
But with God the world is turned upside down 

The poor are embraced and the lost they are found. 
Let’s work for a world where all people are free  

Where it’s good to feel good about  
God loving you and me. 

 
Older Testament Jonah 3:10- 4:11    
 
Gospel: Matthew 20: 1-16 (workers in the vineyard)  
 
  
Sermon “Sting of Grace” Rev. Brian Goodings  
 
Pastoral Prayer  
  
Invitation and Acknowledgement of Offerings 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Hymn 357 Tell Me the Stories of Jesus 
 
Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear, 
Things I would ask him to tell me if he were here: 
Scenes by the way side, tales of the sea, 
Stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 

 
First let me hear how the children stood round his 
knee, 
And I shall fancy his blessing resting on me; 
Words full of kindness, deeds full of grace, 
All in the love light of Jesus’ face. 

 
Tell me, in accents of wonder, how rolled the sea 
Tossing the boat in a tempest on Galilee! 

And how the Master, ready and kind, 
Chided the billows and hushed the wind. 

 
Into the city I’d follow the children’s band, 
Waving a branch of the palm tree high in my hand; 
One of his heralds, yes, I would sing 
Loudest hosannas!  Jesus in king! 

 
Show me that scene in the garden of bitter pain; 
And of the cross where my Saviour for me was slain. 
Sad ones or bright ones, so that they be 
Stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 
 
 
Benediction Hymn 424 May the God of Hope Go 
with Us  
 
May the God of hope go with us every day, 
Filling all our lives with love and joy and peace. 
May the God of Justice speed us on our way, 
Bringing light and hope to every land and race. 
Praying, let us work for peace, singing, 
Share our joy with all, 
Working for a world that’s new, 
Faithful when we hear Christ’s call. 
 
May the God of healing free the earth from fear, 
Freeing us for peace, both treasured and pursued. 
May the God of love keep our commitment clear 
To a world restored, to human life renewed. 
Praying, let us work for peace, singing, 
Share our joy with all, 
Working for a world that’s new, 
Faithful when we hear Christ’s call. 



    
  

 
 
 
  
 
 


