
ST. DAVID’S UNITED CHURCH
SUNDAY September 20, 2020

Growing and Deepening our Spiritual Lives in an Affirming and Inclusive 
Community 

Series: Sacred Earth: Sacred Work 

 “Glorious Diversity” 
Lighting the Affirming and the Treaty 7/Metis Candles 

Introduction to worship 
Creation Spirituality follows a rhythm of four paths as follows: 

•recognizing the inherent goodness of all creation (including our own potential for good) 
• befriending dark places and times in our lives as fodder for new life 

• exclaiming divine creativity and our role in co-creating with God 
• embodying compassion and power to bring more wholeness and justice to the world.  

The worship series incorporates these as four sections of the worship experience. 

Path I: Recognizing Inherent Goodness 
The first path invites us to celebrate! The pulse of creation is singing the goodness of 
God and God’s gift of goodness in all things. We become more aware of the beauty of 
all that is and tap into gratitude as our first task in creating more goodness in the world. 

Gathering and Welcoming 

God is good! 
All the time! 

And all the time! 
God is good! 

Indeed, we gather to ….the great love that connects us to all life!  

Expanding Our Attention 360˚ (Call to Worship) 

Gathering chant  
(adapted from a Chant written by Phil Porter) 
Gathered now in the mystery of this hour 

Gathered now as one strong body 
Gathered now in the struggle and the power 
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Spirit draw near 

To worship is to . . .. we recognize that all things around us are full of God’s presence 
and love  

(Turn to the East as we sing “Spirit draw near.”) 

Spirit of the East, guardian of wisdom,  
You who move with the wind,  

your breath brings new life, we breath in your breath so that we might fill our spirits with 
new life.   

(Take a deep breath) 

Bless the diversity of our worship spaces and bless our gathering into sacred 
being. 

We honor your breath of new life and open our hearts letting it move through us 
restoring our energy and courage.   

Celebrate with us, and be welcome always. 

Let us turn and face the South as we sing Spirit draw near. 
Spirit draw near (x2) 

Spirit of the South, guardian of passion.   
You who kindle the flames of renewal,  

we invite you to shine new light into our lives and hearts. 
Bless our diverse worship spaces and bless our gathering with renewal. We 

honor your energy of heat and warmth and open our hearts so that these can 
move through us igniting our energy and courage.  

Celebrate with us, and be welcome always. 

Let us turn and face the West as we sing Spirit draw near. 
Spirit draw near (x2) 

Spirit of the West, guardian of hope.   
You who we draw from many well,  

we seek your cleansing and renewing energy to feed our hope and nourish our faith. 
Bless our diverse worship spaces and bless our gathering with hope. We honor 

your energy of hope and open our hearts so that it can move through us inspiring 
energy and courage.  

Celebrate with us, and be welcome always 

Let us turn and face the North singing Spirit draw near. 
Spirit draw near (x2) 

Spirit of the North, guardian of fertility,  
you who are the soil, the seed, and the tree,  

we invite you to fertilize our compassion and empower our resolve for justice. 
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Bless our diverse worship spaces and bless our gathering with the fertilizer of 
love. We honor your energy of empowerment and open our hearts so that it can 

move through us feeding our energy and courage.  
Celebrate with us, and be welcome always 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
We complete our 360-degree expansion of God’s inclusive presence and turn to face the Christ 

candle….. Spirit of the Center, guardian of love,  
You who are the singing heart of the Universe,  

we can fill your indwelling presence moving through us, reminding us of our deep 
connections to all of life. 

Bless our diverse worship spaces and bless our gathering with love. We honor 
your light and your love and open our hearts so that these powers can move 

through us, feeding our energy and courage.  
Celebrate with us, and be welcome always 

Gathering chant 
Gathered now in the mystery of this hour 

Gathered now as one strong body 
Gathered now in the struggle and the power 

Spirit draw near 

And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 

Praising 
We affirm this day that the universe, and all life within, around, and beyond it, is 

fundamentally a blessing, fundamentally good, and created to flourish–including us.   
God calls us to flourish with compassion, courage and gratitude.  We are called to 

honor diversity, dismantle injustice, and seek healing and wholeness. 

Hymn 
Praise with Joy Life’s Inspiration ...tune: VU #232 

(...words adapted: Ian Lawton) 

Praise with joy Life’s inspiration, Source of justice, love and peace, 
well-spring for all human knowledge, forging fullness without cease, 
Celebrating nature’s patterns, tides which move with constant ease. 
Praise with joy Life’s inspiration, Source of justice, love and peace. 

Creation Spirituality rejoices in and courageously honors the rich diversity within the 
Cosmos which is expressed in every individual and embodies multiple cultures, 

religions, ancestral traditions, sexualities, gifts, experiences, and abilities. Creation is 
rife with theme and variation and yet fear has driven us to try to tame, label and 

homogenize it. What do we lose when we privilege dominant voices and limit 
perspectives? Diversity is another name for God and should be celebrated! 
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Hymn 
Praise the Spirit all around us, liberating truth from pride, 

forging bonds where race and gender, age or nation dare divide. 
Celebrate our spirit’s yearning, justice that all powers defied. 

Praise the Spirit all around us, liberating truth from pride. 

Praise the source of Sun and Spirit, One God in community, 
Calling people to embody oneness in diversity. 

Thus, the world shall yet discover, all of life in sanctity. 
Praise the source of Sun and Spirit, One God in community. 

Praying 
All-encompassing God, 

bursting forth in every kind and variety of species, 
may we open the eyes of hearts to see the incredible and intentional diversity of 

your presence in all creation,  
so that we might come to love it all, honor it all, care for all. 
We praise you for the beauty in every face, in every flower,  

in every theme and variation.  

And all God’s people say,  
Amen. 

Path II: Befriending the Dark Places 
This second path recognizes with open hearts the pain that coexists with goodness and 

gratitude. We listen to the groans of the world and the Spirit helps us to grieve and to 
intercede on behalf of all those who suffer, letting go of our fear that can make things 

worse at times. 

Listening 
You are invited to settle yourselves for the depths of stillness and prayer with the 

sound of the singing bowl.  We open this section with a quote from  
John Phillip Newell, The Rebirthing of God. 

“The real problem that we need to face in our lives and our world is not the struggle of what we 
do when we fall in love with another…the real problem that overwhelmingly confronts most of us 
in the world most of the time is that we are not falling in love with the heart of one another and 

the heart of other nations and species.  We are blind to their secret beauty… As Thomas Merton 
wrote, when people are in love, ‘They are more than their everyday selves, more alive, more 

understanding, more enduring… They are made over into new beings.’ …Our true Center is at 
the heart of one another.” 

Letting Go and Holding with Love  
(Prayers of the People interspersed with the Chant “Breathe in the Pain”) 

Breathe in the pain 
Breathe on out the love 
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May my heart be the place 
Where this world is changed forever. 

I invite you to make a fist with your hands and imagine. . . more open to pray, with love, 
our prayers for all life. 

Breathe in the pain 
Breathe on out the love 

May my heart be the place 
Where this world is changed forever. [repeat] 

Great Spirit God, we give you thanks for another day on this earth. 
We give you thanks for this day to enjoy the compassionate goodness of you, our 

Creator. 
We acknowledge with one mind our respect and gratefulness to all the sacred 

cycles of life. 
Bind us together in the circle of compassion to embrace all living creatures and 

one another. 
(source: (Gichi Manidoo, Native American/Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian Liturgies, prepared for the 

76th General Convention of the Episcopal Church, Anaheim, California, July 2009) 

During the silence after each bidding, the people offer their own prayers, either silently 
or aloud. 

Let us pray for the revealing of the reign of God’s love and compassion in the world, 
now and always. 

In the beginning, 
God was. 

Here and now, 
God is. 

In the future, 
God will be. 

Creator of earth, sea, and sky, kindle the fire of your Spirit within us that we may be bold 
to heal and defend the earth, and pour your blessing upon all who work for the good of 

the planet. Silence 

God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

Breath of life, receive our thanks for the beauty of our local habitat and all who dwell in 
it, and grant us the wisdom and will to conserve it.  Silence 

God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

Source of life, heal and redeem the wounds of creation, and through us, pour out your 
love onto the places and people who suffer from our indifference, neglect, disrespect, 

judgement and greed. Silence 
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God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

Lover of all you have made, we thank you for the wondrous diversity of your creatures, 
and we pray for their preservation, Silence, 

Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

Author of the book of nature, receive our gratitude for places of restoration and healing, 
and continue to bless those places, activities, and people that feed our lives and spirits.  

Silence 

God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

Wise Creator, whose works are full of mystery, give us wonder and appreciation for your 
creatures, human and non-human with whom we find ourselves in conflict. Silence 

God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

Giver of all good gifts, awaken us daily to our dependence upon your bounty, and make 
us always aware and grateful for the abundance of the blessings we receive daily.  

Silence 

God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

Divine Physician, heal our communities, countries and nations, especially those where 
neglect, greed, hunger, or violence inflict suffering upon people and other creatures.  

Silence 

God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

Author of hope, empower and strengthen all lands and peoples being ravaged by fires, 
storms, displacement, and war leaving in their wake, destruction, loss and frustration. 

Silence 

God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 

Comforter of all the earth, sustain the people of this congregation who desire or need 
your presence and help [especially ]. Silence 

God, Giver of life, 
Hear our prayer. 
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O God, 
you created all people in your image. 

We thank you for the astonishing variety 
of races and cultures, gender and sexuality, shapes and sizes, and abilities in this world. 

Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of friendship, 
and show us your presence 

in those who differ most from us, 
until our knowledge of your love is made perfect 

in our love for all earth’s human and non-human life. 

Breathe in the pain 
Breathe on out the love 

May my heart be the place 
Where this world is changed forever. [repeat] 

We bring to mind ourselves, our feelings. . . but are felt in the depths of our hearts… 

Breathe in the pain 
Breathe on out the love 

May my heart be the place 
Where this world is changed forever. [repeat] 

Each week we say a different version of the prayer Jesus taught. This week we 
encounter a version by from the Maori and Polynesian people   Let us pray together 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be,  
Father and Mother of us all,  

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe;  

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world;  
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings;  

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  
sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, feed us.  
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.  

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  
From trial too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen. 
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Path III: Exclaiming the Divine Creative 
This third path creates space to explore how God is working in and through us and all of 

the universe to renew each day every direction. Each moment offers opportunity to 
express our God-gifted creativity. We hear messages–ancient and new–that express 
and affirm the Divine at work and encourage us in our creative collaboration with the 

Divine. 

Bringing Words to Life 
“We need to give each other the space to grow, to be ourselves, to exercise our 

diversity. We need to give each other space so that we may both give and receive such 
beautiful things as ideas, openness, dignity, joy, healing, and inclusion.”           

Max de Pree 
Isaiah 45:15-20  

This is a Word of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

All creation is a word of God. 
All creation speaks volumes of God. 

Sermonizing, ‘Celebrating the Spirit moving in Diversity’ 

Hymn 
O God of Every Nation    VU #677 (Tune VU #331) 

O God of ev'ry nation, 
of ev'ry race and land, 

Redeem the whole creation 
with your healing hand; 

Where hate and fear divide us 
and bitter threats are hurled, 
in love and mercy guide us 

and heal our strife-torn world. 

From search for wealth and power 
and scorn of truth and right, 

from trust in bombs that shower, 
destruction through the night. 
From pride of race and station 
and blindness to Love’s way. 

Deliver ev'ry nation, 
Redeeming God, we pray. 

Keep bright in us the vision 
of days when hate shall cease, 
when judgement and division 
give way to love and peace. 

Til dawns the morning glorious 
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when love on earth shall reign 
and Christ shall rule victorious 

o'er all the world's domain. 

Path IV: Embodying Compassion and Power 
The fourth path will lead us out. We pray for movement within our own hearts to embody 

peace and passion–compassion and power–on behalf of spreading goodness 
throughout the week. We are not at the mercy of “the way it is,” we can claim our 

agency to be fully present and fully active in the world into which we now go. 

Making Something New  
As Brent plays, I invite each of you to write on one side of a piece of paper what you do 

to fill your hearts, and on the other side, in what ways do you honor diversity? 
  

Offering 
I have asked people to include in their worship space a special collection or offering 
dish.  Each Sunday during the series I invite people to put something in that offering 

dish and at the end of the series to send your dedications offerings to St. David’s.  
Thanks 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Loving Creator, we present our offerings recognizing that life is a gift and a joy to be 

lived in all its richness 
This offering is an outward expression of our thanks. 

We celebrate the abundance of plants, flowers, vegetables and fruits that we are 
fortunate enough to enjoy 

We recognize that the earth provides all the resources it needs for all of its people to 
live a fulfilling life, if they were shared fairly. 

This offering is an outward expression of our thanks. 

We recognize the incredible beauty of the earth. 
and that we need to care for it for future generations. 

We recognize that we are lucky enough to share this planet with a wonderful and 
diverse array of other living beings who are also entitled to lives of dignity and fulfilment. 

This offering is an outward expression of our thanks. Amen. 

Holding On 
Announcements 

ACTS MINISTRY STUDIES BEGINNING IN SEPTEMBER!! 
This Autumn, Our Groups Meet on Zoom 

Monday Night Study 7:00PM to 8:30PM (90 minutes) 
Online classes run from September 14th to November 23rd. 

Our Book - "The Universal Christ" by Richard Rohr 
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You buy it from Amazon.ca or Indigo 
It will be your only cost for the series. 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 10:00AM to 11:00AM (60 minutes) 
We meet September 17th to make our fall study Bible selection 

Classes run until the end of November 

Invite new friends to join us via Zoom. 
If you have questions, contact Wayne at waholst@telus.net 

Go for It!  
Spiritual practice:  It is through the work of spiritual practice that we move beyond fear 

into compassion and discover our deep and true selves. Engaging in spiritual practices–
whether that looks typically religious (like praying) or not (like walking) have 

intentionality in common. They draw us closer to the Creator and who we were created 
to be–free and compassionate beings. This week engage in one spiritual practice that 

honors your appreciation for the diversity of life. 

Benediction and sending out 

Benediction Song  VU #884 
“You Shall Go Out with Joy” 

You shall go out with joy  
And be led forth with peace. 

The mountains and the hills will break forth before you.  
There'll be shouts of joy  

And the trees of the fields  
will clap, will clap their hands.  

And the trees of the fields will clap their hands,  
the trees of the fields will clap their hands,  
the trees of the fields will clap their hands,  

While you go out with joy.
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