
   

  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Scott Thompson, Pastor 

Marshall Jones, Director of Music 

 17th Sunday after Pentecost, September 27, 2020. 

Children are always welcome in the sanctuary during worship. 
Please ensure they stay with their parents at all times.  
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Prelude      “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”    arr. Paul Manz 

 Please reflect on the words of the hymn ELW#517 or at  
           https://hymnary.org/hymn/ELW2006/517 
   
 
GATHERING  

(please stand) 

Confession and Forgiveness  
 
Presider: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates, redeems, and  
  sustains us and all of creation  

All:  Amen.  
Presider: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
  (silence for reflection) 

 
Presider: Faithful God, 
All:  have mercy on us. 
  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
  turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judg-
  ment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own 
  needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation 
  to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn 
  us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
  Amen. 
 
Presider: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death 
  and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God 
  proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ. Led by the 
  Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God's work in the world. 
All:  Amen. 

Today’s Worship 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/ELW2006/517
https://hymnary.org/hymn/ELW2006/517
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Gathering  Hymn              “In Christ There Is No East or West”    ELW#650 

Greeting                                                                                           

Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
  communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
All:   And also with you. 
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Kyrie  

Hymn of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day    
 
Presider: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
 
  God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us 
  your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, 
  and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
  and Lord. 
All:  Amen 
(be seated) 
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WORD      

First Reading    Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
 
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, "The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the chil-
dren's teeth are set on edge"? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no 
more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent 
as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 
25Yet you say, "The way of the LORD is unfair." Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away 
from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity 
that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from 
the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall 
save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the transgres-
sions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the 
house of Israel says, "The way of the LORD is unfair." O house of Israel, are my 
ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 30Therefore I will judge you, O 
house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and 
turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away 
from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get your-
selves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I 
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
 
Reader: Word of God.  Word of Life. 
All:  Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 25:1-9    

1To | you, O LORD, 
 I lift | up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
 nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
 rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
4Show me your | ways, O LORD, 
 and teach | me your paths.   R 
5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
 for you are the God of my salvation; 
 in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 
 for they are from | everlasting. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
 remember me according to your steadfast love 
 and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD. 
8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 
 therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
 and teach the low- | ly your way.   R 
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Second Reading    Philippians 2:1-13 
 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any shar-
ing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the 
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do noth-
ing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 
yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 
others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be ex-
ploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human 
likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obe-
dient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly ex-
alted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in 
my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to 
will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
Reader: Word of God.  Word of Life. 
All:  Thanks be to God.  

(please stand) 
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Sermon                     

Gospel Reading    Matthew 21:23-32 
 
Presider:  The Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter.  
All:   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?" 24Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you 
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 
do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?" And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say 
to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?' 26But if we say, 'Of human origin,' we 
are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet." 27So they answered Je-
sus, "We do not know." And he said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what au-
thority I am doing these things. 28What do you think? A man had two sons; he 
went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard today.' 29He an-
swered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to 
the second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not go. 
31Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to 
them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness 
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed 
him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him." 
 
Reader-  The Gospel of the Lord.  
All-  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day    “At the Name of Jesus”     ELW#416 

    Handbells– Marianne Gielow and Glenda Skeim 

At the Name of Jesus, Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams 
Music©Oxford University Press 
Reprinted with permission under CCLI License #11414428 
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Apostle’s Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.   
 
I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord,   
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 and born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;   
 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;   
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,   
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

(please stand) 
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Offering        “All Creatures of Our God and King”           arr. Albert Zabel

              Handbell quartet—Cindy, Delphia, Glenda, Lorna   
                     
Your offerings are important to the ongoing mission of Bethlehem and it’s mission 
partners. Please mail your offering to 603 S. Main St. Kalispell, MT 59901 or give 
online at https://bethluth.org/give . Thank you!  
 

The Prayers    
 
Assistant: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the 
  world, and all those in need. 
 

After each portion of the prayers:   
 

Assistant:  Lord, in your mercy, 
All:  hear our prayer.    
                       
            The prayers conclude: 
 
Assistant- All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to 
  your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
All:              Amen.      
 
(be seated) 

MEAL 

https://bethluth.org/give
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Offertory Prayer 
 
Assistant: Let us pray. 
  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us 
  these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly ban-
  quet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set 
  tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus 
  Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
All:   Amen             

Let the Vineyards 

(please stand) 
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The Great Thanksgiving  
 
Presider: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
Presider: Lift up your hearts. 
All:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
All:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Presider:    It is indeed right, our duty and our joy……...we praise your name and 
  join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus  
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The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen   
 
(be seated)  

Lamb of God 

Distribution of Holy Communion   
  

All are welcome at the table of Christ.  Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are 
available.  
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Communion Hymns  
   “Then Sings My Soul”  

  Gary Aasheim and Marshall Jones  

  “As the Deer Runs to the River”   

Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am, John L. Bell 
©1995 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-723873   

“Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am” 
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Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 

(please stand) 
 

Communion Blessing 
 
Presider: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and   
  keep you in his grace. 
All:           Amen. 

As the Deer Runs to the River, Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., Music: David Hurd 
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-723873  
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The Benediction  
 
Presider:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
  grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you  
  peace. 
All:   Amen. 

Sending Hymn             “Abide With Me”          ELW#629 

       Handbells– Marianne Gielow and Glenda Skeim                      

Post-Communion Prayer  
 
Assistant: Let us pray.  
  We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us 
  with food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from 
  this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe 
  away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of 
  the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
All:  Amen. 
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Dismissal 
 
Assistant: Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
All:  Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude                     “O Sacred Head Now Wounded”       
                 Please reflect on the words of the hymn ELW#351 or at  
                       https://hymnary.org/hymn/ELW2006/351     

 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/ELW2006/351
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Altar flowers are dedicated by Bill and Laurie Erickson in celebration of their  
anniversary. 

Prayer Concerns:  Illness/surgery: 
Louise Gullick, Beverly Hubbard, Ada John, Maurice Serna, Tom Wiggin, Dale 
Shawhan, Rick Cowan, the Stobbe Family, Pam Carlson, Helen Dollan, Sandy  
Kacarka, Carol Eckholt, Jane Beller Carlson, Laurie Morrison, Joey Loyer, Kari Aiken 
and Lisa Hill. 

Grief:  Family and friends of Olga Schwarz.  Family and friends of Gordon Helland. 

Announcements 

A Special Thank You To Our Assisting Ministers: 
 

Welcome Hosts:  The Schmidt Family    
 
Cantor:                              
 
Reader:   Margie Fiedler       

Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting 
The semi-annual congregational meeting will be held right after 
worship today in the sanctuary.   If you are an active member of 
the church and would like to vote for the coming year’s budget, 
please stay after the worship service. 

Blessing of the Animals and Hymn Sing 
Today at 3pm we will be hosting our annual Blessing of the 
Animals and Hymn Sing!  You are encouraged to bring your 
pets and we will bless them (and all animals)!  Please be 
sure to bring leashes and crates for your animals safety.  Al-
so, we will be holding a hymn sing following the ceremony 
for anyone who would like to join.  We are looking forward 
to coming together in fellowship for this special day.  It is set 
to be a roaring good time!! 
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FLBC Donut Giveaway 
October 4th after worship Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp 
is hosting a Donut Giveaway in the church parking lot.  
FLBC staff will be handing out donuts and updating us on 
all of the fun adventures the camp is planning for the fu-
ture.  So plan to stick around after worship and enjoy a 
yummy donut and some interesting camp news! 

School Kits 
Lutheran World Relief  is looking for items to fill 
much needed school kits.  A wave of recent disasters 
means a backlog of requests for School Kits.  Items 
available at your neighborhood store can help a child 
return to normalcy after trauma or disaster.  Items 
needed for school kits are: 
 
• Four 70-80 sheet notebooks (280-300 sheets total) of wide– or college-ruled 

paper approximately 8” X 10 1/2”; no loose-leaf paper 
• One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on 

the other 
• One pencil sharpener 
• One pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work 

well) 
• Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band 
• Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber 

band 
• One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
• One 2 1/2” eraser 
 
Please take this list with you on your next shopping trip or consider donating mon-
ey to this worthwhile cause. 



 23 

  

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except 
psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission Augsburg Fortress license #14266-ELW. 
One License # A-723873.CCLI License #11414428. 

Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp Golfing Fundraiser 
Join FLBC as they raise money for camperships at their 
Golf Tournament on October 9th, at Eagle Bend Golf 
Course in Bigfork.  The funds raised will be used to pro-
vide camp scholarships and financial support to campers 
of all ages.  Next summer they anticipate a greater need 
for camperships and financial support due to hardships experienced as a result of 
Covid-19, as well as an even greater need for the community and connection that 
camp provides.  There are two ways to get involved: 1-find two or more sponsors 
for the tournament.  The sponsor will pledge $125 each to FLBC which will go to-
wards providing life-changing experiences at camp.  2-Send a four person team of 
golfers at a registration cost of $500($125 each) to participate in the tournament.  
Golfers can also register individually.  Overnight housing is available if needed.  In 
addition to the golf tournament, the weekend of October 9th-10th is also FLBC’s 
Delegate Retreat, Partner’s Luncheon, and Annual Meeting.  There will be more 
information about these upcoming events.  If you are interested in entering the 
Golf Tournament you can register online at https://flbc.net/golf/ or by mailing a 
registration form which are available in the church office or in the September 
newsletter. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 603 S. Main Street, Kalispell, MT 59901, 406-752-6140, 
office@bethluth.org, www.bethluth.org, KOFI 1180, Facebook: Bethlehem Lutheran Kalispell  

https://flbc.net/golf/
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