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September 27, 2020 
17th Sunday of Pentecost  

Joint Worship to be the church together.                                                                                                        

Voices from all congregations – Hope, Augustana, First Lutheran 
Worship broadcast via radio and YouTube. YouTube links found on: 

www.hopeff.org       www.augustanalutheran.org      

www.firstlutheranchurchff.org    

 

 

 

 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GATHERING HYMN “Lord Whose Love in Humble Service”      (vs. 1, 3 & 4) ELW #712  

 

 

 

 

 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
When we don’t know how or what to pray, the Spirit knows. When all we can muster are sighs 
and groans, the Spirit knows those also. When we feel that we aren’t even worthy to approach 
God, the Spirit goes before us and with us and God welcomes us with arms open. Let us 
confess our sins in the presence of God and one another. 

http://www.hopeff.org/
http://www.augustanalutheran.org/
http://www.firstlutheranchurchff.org/
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Moment of silence for confession and reflection. 
Holy God, forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and shape what we shall 
be; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
In the name of the living God, through the grace of Christ Jesus the Son, and with the authority 
of the Spirit, I declare to you the forgiveness of your sins and the life that is abundant! Thanks 
be to God. 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE (spoken) 
Seeking peace in a broken world, but also knowing God’s peace through God’s presence, we 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
Seeking peace in suffering, illness, and pain, but also feeling God’s peace through healing, 
prayer, and those who help, we pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
Seeking peace through our distress, depression, isolation, and fear, but also feeling God’s 
peace through the words of loved ones and the hope we see in the world, we pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Seeking peace through the pain of worshipping separately, longing for our holy community to 
be gathering, but also feeling peace through God’s presence with each of us as we worship 
together distantly, we pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, loving Lord. We need you now, as we have needed you 
every day. We cannot live without you. Amen.         (written by Pastor Nissa Peterson) 

SONG OF PRAISE                     “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”                     (vs. 1) ELW # 836  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray together.  
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome 
them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN    “Jesus Loves Me”                                     (vs. 1)    ELW # 595 

Vs. 1 
Jesus loves me! this I know, 
for the Bible tells me so; 
little ones to him belong, 
they are weak, but he is strong. 
Refrain 

 
Yes, Jesus loves me, 
yes, Jesus loves me, 
yes, Jesus loves me, 
the Bible tells me so.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE                               KRISTY WICKLUND                  

SCRIPTURE READING: Philippians 2:1-13 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to 
your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to 
be exploited,7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form,8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name 
  that is above every name,10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is 
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                              “Sanctuary” (sing twice) 

Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary 
Pure and holy, tried and true 
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 
Sanctuary for you. 
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GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 21:23-32 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him 
as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 
this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John 
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, 
‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of 
human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they 
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work 
in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and 
went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he 
did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God 
ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 
change your minds and believe him.”   
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON                                                                                                              PASTOR ALI HAUGERUD 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  “Change My Heart O God”                             ELW # 801
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THE APOSTLES' CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

OFFERING                                                     Special Music by Jennifer and Keira Rose                                                                   
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Come Lord Jesus, be our guest and let these gifts to us be blessed. Blessed be God who is our 
bread, may all the world be clothed and fed. Amen.  

COMMUNION 
This is the Lord's Table, all are welcome here. In your home is an ordinary table now set apart 
and holy, Christ is present there. All are welcome to partake in the Lord's Supper, wherever 
you may be.  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks and praise to the Lord our God. It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
Holy God, throughout the generations you have come to be present with us at our tables, 
turning ordinary meals into holy moments for us to experience your grace in tangible ways.  
In an upper room of a guest house in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

The body of Christ given for you. (all share in eating the bread) 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.  

The blood of Christ shed for you. (all share in drinking of the cup) 
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Together as the body of Christ, trusting that the distance that separates us is bridged by the 
Holy Spirit who makes us one, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

HYMN    “Shelter Me” (refrain only)     composed by Father Michael Joncas 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   

BENEDICTION 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.  

SENDING HYMN        “This Little Light of Mine”                                                      ELW #677
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.     

POSTLUDE   
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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DRIVE-TRHU COMMUNION – Following the service today, Sunday, September 27th, from 
11:00 to 11:45 am come to the circle drive at Augustana for drive-thru communion. Pastor 

David will be distributing Fellowship Cups. Each cup contains a soft wafer and grape juice. 
All cups are individually wrapped. 
 

COUNTRY BLOSSOM FARM – You are invited to Augustana Day at Country Blossom Farm 
in Alexandria on Sunday, October 4th. Come anytime from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm.  Check in 
at the ourside shack and let them know you are with Augustana Church and how many are 

over 3 years old.  Outside activities include a corn maze, jumping pillow, swings and slides, 
and more! There is an inside café, bathrooms, and gift shop. A postcard has been sent that 
will include directions. If you have any questions, please feel free to call Angie at the church 

736-5308. Visit www.countryblossomfarm.com for more information. 
 

CHRIST IN OUR HOME DEVOTIONALS – If you would like an October through December 
devotional, please stop by the church to pick one up or call Angie and she will send one to 
you. 

PASTORAL CARE EMERGENCY – If you have a pastoral care emergence, please contact 
Pastor David at 218-205-0562. If you have any prayer requests, please contact Angie at 

218-736-5308 or office@augustanalutheran.org.  

THURSDAY NOON BIBLE STUDY – If you would like to participate in the Thursday Noon 
Bible Study via Zoom, please contact Pastor David at pastor@augustanalutheran.org.   

SUNDAY WORSHIP—Sunday morning services can be heard at 9:30 am on 97.7 FM or 
viewed on YouTube by searching First Lutheran Fergus Falls.  Visit augustanalutheran.org 

to download this week’s bulletin.  

OFFERING – If you have offering you would like to give to Augustana, please mail it to the 
church at 308 East Douglas Avenue, Fergus Falls, MN 56537.  Other options for giving are 

Simply Giving and Tithely.  For Simply Giving, contact Angie for an authorization form and 
she will get you signed up.  Tithely is our new online giving option.  You can visit our 
Facebook page for the link to Tithely or you can download the Tithely app on your 

smartphone or scan the QR code at the bottom of this page.  Any questions, call Angie at 
(218)736-5308.  

 

http://www.countryblossomfarm.com/
mailto:office@augustanalutheran.org
mailto:pastor@augustanalutheran.org

