
Thursday Vespers September 24, 2020 
 

The Preparation 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Gladden the soul of your servant, 
for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

 
The Hymn to the Light 
 

O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ, 
in you God’s gracious glory shone. 
Immortal, holy, blest is God, 
and blest are you, God’s holy Son. 
 
Now sunset comes but light shines forth; 
the lamps are lit to pierce the night. 
Praise Author, Word and Spirit:  God 
who dwells in the eternal light. 
 
Worthy are you of endless praise,  
O Word of God, life-giving Lord; 
wherefore you are through all the earth 
and in the highest heaven adored. 
Common Praise #14 

 
Psalm 90: 1-6 

1 Lord, you have been our refuge * 
from one generation to another. 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth,  
   or the land and the earth were born, * 

from age to age you are God. 
3 You turn us back to the dust and say, * 

“Go back, O child of earth.” 
4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * 

and like a watch in the night. 
5 You sweep us away like a dream; * 

we fade away suddenly like the grass. 
6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 

in the evening it is dried up and withered. 
 
Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen.  
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Luke 7:36-50 
Luke 9:1-9 

Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and 
authority over all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to 
proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. He said to them, ‘Take nothing 
for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money—not even an 
extra tunic. Whatever house you enter, stay there, and leave from there. 
Wherever they do not welcome you, as you are leaving that town shake 
the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.’ They departed and 
went through the villages, bringing the good news and curing diseases 
everywhere.  
 
Now Herod the ruler heard about all that had taken place, and he was 
perplexed, because it was said by some that John had been raised from 
the dead, by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one of 
the ancient prophets had arisen. Herod said, ‘John I beheaded; but who 
is this about whom I hear such things?’ And he tried to see him.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
Thanks be to God 
 
All are invited to share a word or a phase that stood out, or to offer a 
short thought evoked by the reading. 

 
The Prayers 

All are invited to name their intercessions and thanksgivings, either 
silently or aloud. 
 
After a period of silence the following collect is said. 
 
Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours 
of this night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and  
chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Being made one by the power of the Spirit 
and gathering our prayers and praises into one, 
let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

 
The Dismissal 

Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia.  
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  
 
May the Lord of Peace give us peace in all ways and at all 
times.  Amen. 


