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Diocesan Synod will not meet in 2020
By Gisele McKniGht

The Diocesan council executive 
met online sept. 3 with one item 
on the agenda:  a discussion to not 
hold the 138th session of the Dioc-
esan synod on Nov. 7, as sched-
uled. That motion was passed.

This meeting had to be held 

in early september because 
waiting until the sept. 26 regular 
council meeting would have 
been too late for the required 
preparations, should synod have 
gone ahead. 

“staff and synod officers 
would need to begin the neces-
sary work now; the timeline for 

work leading to the synod date 
in November is quite rigid,” said 
the rev. David Peer, secretary of 
synod. 

he noted that there are still 
restrictions and risks for large 
indoor gatherings like synod. 
As well, there would be con-
siderable organization required 

to host an online synod with 
hundreds of participants. 

Because of the following 
factors:  no pressing issues that 
require synod to meet in full 
session in 2020;  the preparatory 
work involved; the uncertainties 
and the unquantifiable risk that 
meeting together could pose; he 
moved, and Archdeacon Brent 
ham seconded, a motion to not 
meet in 2020. 

Those in virtual attendance: 
kathy Asch, David Barrett, Da-
vid Bell, David edwards, geof-
frey hall, Brent ham, heather 
harris-Jones, cathy laskey, 
coralie losier and David Peer. 
regrets: eric Beek.

The question of when to hold 
the next Diocesan synod is a 
topic for the sept. 26 Diocesan 
council meeting. 

With files from David Peer. 

‘No one  
wants us’
St. george’s called 
a ‘nuisance’ for 
helping Moncton’s 
homeless

Terry, 49, was one of several homeless people who, in the middle of August, showed up at St. George’s Anglican Church in Moncton, asking to 
use the grounds at the back of the church as their camping area. Terry built the cart shown above out of scraps and sleeps in it so he’s dry on 
rainy nights. Many of the others who camped at St. George’s didn’t even have tents.  
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Homeless continued on page 2

By Gisele McKniGht

Terry was the first to arrive. he’s 
from Ontario and came to east-
ern canada three years ago. Then 
Mike and colleen joined him.

“Terry asked [permission], 
which is very unusual,” said the 
rev. canon chris VanBuskirk, 
rector of st. george’s in down-
town Moncton. “what sets them 
apart is they haven’t asked us for 
anything.”

chris is talking about the 
small homeless enclave that 
took over the paved area outside 
the back door of st. george’s in 
August. 

After the first three, Natalia 
and corey showed up. They are 
the only ones with a tent. Oth-
ers have joined them as word 
has gotten around, including a 
person in a wheelchair.

“it’s a very active spot and 
it changes daily,” said chris, 
adding most are drug-addicted, 
and/or suffer with mental health 
issues, and they are without 
identification to enable access 
to government services. All say 

they are ‘waiting for housing.’
This is not new for st. 

george’s. During past summers, 
there were campers, which came 
with fires, fights, garbage, hu-
man waste, syringes — and the 
police. The difference this time is 

there are two vulnerable people 
in the group. 

every day, chris and the rev. 
Norm Dupuis check on their 
guests, have conversations and 
deal with issues. it’s not pretty. 
in fact, the back area is a mess 

of shopping carts, bicycles, bags 
and garbage. But it’s a mess the 
parish can live with.

“st. george’s has been plug-
ging away at this for years,” said 
chris. “But they support it — 
the cost of meals, of showers. 

They don’t look at it that way. 
i’m very grateful for the parish 
support of the ministry god has 
given us.”

in late August, for the first 

MISSION IN MOTION:  compassion
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“Sharing hope & help”

D I O C E S A N     N E W S

‘The right thing to do’
Homeless continued from page 1

mcknight photo

The Rev. Norm Dupuis and the Rev. Canon Chris VanBuskirk, at left, 
outside St. George’s in Moncton where upwards of 20 people camped this 
summer.

time, st. george’s distributed 
a list of conditions for staying 
during the coming week, which 
each person signed. it asked for 
respectful behaviour, control of 
garbage, and use of the church 
washroom as opposed to the 
yard, among other things. 

it outlined the need for safety 
— both for the church building 
and the people staying there. it 
stated the times for two daily 
inspections and the times they 
could use the church shower, 
bathrooms and telephone. it 
asked that each one be regis-
tered. it also offered whatever 
assistance they might need. 

The following week, YMcA 
outreach workers visited to help 
guests get iDs and services. One 
girl is pregnant, so she, espe-
cially, needs intervention.

chris and Norm — and the 
entire parish — are walking a 
fine line between maintaining 
the property entrusted to them, 
and living the example of Jesus 
christ. it is, admittedly, an un-
comfortable place to be.

in fact, chris was set to ask 
them to leave, knowing the situ-
ation could not go on indefi-
nitely. 

“i was actually going out this 
past Thursday (Aug. 27) after 
evening Prayer to give them 
notice to move when i became 
aware of three things: 

“it had rained and a lot of 
their gear was wet; they were 
in the process of sweeping the 
pavement (without being asked) 
and cleaning up the site; and we 
confirmed that one of the girls is 
5-6 months pregnant. 

“These factors caused me to 
wait and sleep on the situation.”

By Friday morning, he had 
come up with the terms and 
conditions, but applicable for 
only the first week of september. 

chris said several things 
influenced his actions:    
• The Gospel account of Jesus’ 
Temptations in the wilderness; 
• The respectful attitudes of 
those involved; 
• The need for the Church to 
enter into the suffering, even 
when it is unsightly and messy, 
and even when there are no easy 
solutions; 
• The fact that two vulnerable 
people were involved.

chris did not know what the 
following week would bring and 
said he, his parish and Archbishop 
David edwards are all concerned 
with what the fall will bring and 
where the people will go.

For a variety of reasons, st. 
georges’ guests do not like 

staying in shelters, though that 
might be their only option with 
fall coming.

“i think people will be forced 
into shelters if there’s any room,” 
said Norm. 

TeRRY’S STORY
Terry is 49, though he looks 
older. he lived on a disability 
pension in Ontario after an 
on-the-job injury. with the cost 
of living so high, he set out for 
New Brunswick three years ago, 
where he has family. he’s lived 
in Moncton since last year and 
has not had access to his Ontario 
pension.

“i moved here for better 
opportunities but i moved into 
homelessness,” he said, adding 
he had an apartment with room-
mates, but when the lease-signer 
died, the landlord evicted the 
others.

Access to affordable housing 
is a common problem. Terry 
sees landlords fixing up places 
and then increasing the rent, 
putting them out of reach for 
low-income people. he’s hoping 
for a rooming house this winter. 

Terry is a bit different from 
the others he’s camping with. he 
literally lives in a small cart that 
he built.

“i made it look like a utility 
trailer because there’s no camp-
ing in the city,” he said. “it cost 
me $10 for the tarp. everything 
else is reclaimed.”

Terry moves the cart with his 
bicycle and sets up wherever he 
can. 

“location is a problem,” he 
said. “No one wants us.

“This church has been great, 
though. chris and Norm have 
been phenomenal. we’re grateful 
for it. it’s not an easy life.”

UPDaTe 

since our visit on Aug. 27, many 
more campers arrived at st. 
george’s as word spread. 

“People come and go,” said 
chris. “There were 15-20 people 
here at different points.”

All of them left on saturday, 
sept. 5, after being asked, but 
not without more resources than 
they had when they showed up.

A retired nurse with street 
experience intervened for those 
needing her services. The John 
howard society also made a 
visit. Me-To-Me Peer counsel-
ling came to offer help. And 
the church served them a full 
breakfast before they left. 

All this took place in the 
wake of a scathing story in the 
Times –Transcript calling for 
$1,000 fines for churches and 
other social agencies that allow 
the homeless to camp down-
town. st. george’s was called a 
“nuisance” by a local entrepre-
neur, who attended a city meet-
ing that discussed $1,000 fines 
for noise and unsightly premises 
infractions, of which he felt st. 
george’s was guilty.

with the mess, rampant drug 
use and neighbourhood pressure 
on the one hand, and the desire 
to help on the other, the decision 
to ask the campers to move on 
was a difficult one, said chris.

“in my mind, it was the right 
thing to do for a few weeks, but 
it was also the right thing to do 
to shut it down,” he said, adding 
they intend to follow up with 
their visitors.

A monthly church meeting, 
delayed due to the pandemic, 
was set to take place in sep-
tember to discuss homeless and 
addiction issues with the YMcA 
reconnect staff in hopes of pro-
viding services to the campers.

Prayers for this situation are 
encouraged. 

Kurt Schmidt, director of Christian formation  
at Christ Church Cathedral

Favourite book of the Bible - Gospel of Luke

Birthplace - Peoria, Illinois

What you love most about God – Infinite mercy

Favourite place on earth - San Luis Valley, Colorado

Farthest you’ve been from home - Airport in Dubai

Favourite meal or dessert -  Meal: Spinach-sausage lasagna 
(with my wife’s homemade noodles); Dessert: Chocolate 
sorbet in a waffle cone from Queen Street Creamery

Biggest fear – Missing too many opportunities to recognize 
and serve Christ

Hidden talent – Juggling (balls, rings, scarves, small pump-
kins, etc.)

Favourite movie or book – Book:  Cry, the Beloved Coun-
try by Alan Paton

Your hobby – Juggling (but with a soccer ball this time)

Three things always in your fridge – Hot sauce(s), maple 
syrup, Armadale Farm salted butter

Favourite sports team - Team Canada Tennis!
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Sept. 26 
Diocesan  
Council; 

Youth Kick-Off 
Day at Camp 

Medley

Sept. 27 
* Parish of  
Sackville;  
(St. John,  

Highfield,  
service  

cancelled) 

Oct. 4 
* Parish of 
Moncton;  

Installation 
of Canons and 
Collation of 
Archdeacons, 

Christ Church 
Cathedral

Oct. 5-9 
House of  

Bishops (online)

Oct. 8 
Diocesan  
Christian  

Forum with Dr. 
Tom Bateman

Oct. 11 
Parish of  

Coldbrook- 
St. Mary

Oct. 18 
Parish  

of Stanley

Oct. 25 
Parish of Kent

Oct. 27 
Bishop’s Counsel

Nov. 1 
Parish of  

Douglas and 
Nashwaaksis; 

Ordination of 
Robert Cheatley, 

St. Andrews
* confirmation

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s

“Sharing hope & help”

What have we learned?

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

T H E   B I S H O P’ S   P A g E

in this edition of the NB 
Anglican we have been asked 
to think about what we have 

learned through the period of 
cOViD-19 thus far. 

The one thing for me is the 
fragility of the world systems we 
have created. it was generally 
thought that something mas-
sive such as an asteroid strike, 
nuclear war or electro-magnetic 
chaos caused by a sunspot might 
make the things we have come to 
rely upon fail. 

Although these could hap-
pen and would be terrible, we 
have been brought low by a tiny, 
invisible virus. 

in ancient greek litera-
ture there are the concepts of 
hubris, nemesis and catastrophe. 
hubris has to do with overreach-
ing self-regard and confidence; 
nemesis is an indomitable en-
emy; and catastrophe is an 
event causing sudden disaster. 

Throughout human history 
we have seen this pattern play 
out on grand and small scales. 
One example is the 100 years 
before the First world war. 
humanity thought it had discov-
ered the secret to peace through 
progress, until it fell into the 
catastrophe of 1914 -18. 

The greek literary form 
which contained these elements 
is called tragedy, and certainly 
the last few months have been 
tragic in different ways — from 
the deaths which have occurred 
around the world, through men-
tal health issues, to economic 
disruption. The list is very long. 

what has surprised me, 
though, is the general absence 
of god. let me explain. As i 
read the history of catastrophic 
events, god is usually refer-
enced, either to be blamed and 
rejected, or seen as a place of 
refuge in hard times. 

it might be the people i 
meet or the news media i ac-
cess, but in the main, god is not 
referenced in this pandemic. 
The sense is we are in this on 
our own and are to keep going. 
No one is to blame and there is 
little we can do. 

i am not talking about within 
the christian community, but in 
wider society. i find this hard 
because i am with the Psalmist 
in Psalm 46: 1 — “god is our 
refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble.” 

i can also understand why 
people say that an all-powerful 
god should be able to prevent 
such things, even though i 

do not agree with them. 
But for god to be air-

brushed out of the picture is 
something i find perplexing 
and disturbing. Perhaps this is 
the tragedy — that in the face 
of hubris, nemesis and catas-
trophe, we see nothing beyond 
ourselves. 

what have i learned? i can 
only write as the view is from 
here and i am very willing to 
accept that i am wrong. in 
fact, i hope it is the case. it ap-
pears that god just does not 
enter peoples’ consciousness. 

This has massive implica-
tions for the church. we know 
that over the last 50 years our 
presence and authority within 
society has been greatly dimin-
ished, and this is in line with 
other institutions. 

Nonetheless, i have al-
ways thought that there was 
enough residual knowledge 
of god to enable people to at 
least acknowledge god’s pres-
ence outside the institution, the 
church. it seems i may have 
been wrong. 

i am not suggesting that there 
is no awareness of god, but what 
i think is that many peoples’ un-
derstanding has developed into a 
kind of deism, seeing god as be-
ing there, but in no way involved 
in day-to-day life, unreaching  
and unreachable. 

if my cOViD-19 
hunch is anywhere near cor-
rect, are there ways for the 
church to proclaim the good 
news of Jesus with any hope of 
people responding and under-
standing? 

Obviously, i believe there are. 
Otherwise, i would have to step 
away from the ministry to which 
god has called me. 

can i even begin to 
sketch what the future might 
look like? 

The late Bryan wilson (the 

sociologist, not the Beach 
Boy) wrote an important book 
in 1966 called Religion in Secu-
lar Society. he argues that in 
western society, the christian 
religion provided the whole 
framework for life. 

Though people operating 
within this framework did not 
always agree with it — and many 
did not even attend worship 
— the majority recognized its 
authority. The result of this was 
people had to be at least con-
versant with the language and 
ideas of the church. 

Throughout the period 
from about 1750, the edifice of 
the church being the author-
ity began to crumble as more 
people rejected it. hence, secular 
society developed and religion 
became a matter of private con-
science. 

My reading of wilson (he was 
an agnostic) is that individual-
ized faith will ultimately lead 
to the demise of religion in 
society. his suggestion is that 
the only way forward is the 
development of communities (of 
faith) - (my italics and brackets). 

what i do not want you to 
hear me saying is that we have 
to deliberately break apart what 
we have. what i am suggesting is 
that we have to allow the new 
to grow as it emerges. This will 
be the challenge, because we are 
unlikely to be able to control the 
change. 

in his new little book God 
and the Pandemic, N. T. wright 
gives us pointers to how we can 
understand what is happen-
ing and possible ways for-
ward. There is much to explore 
in wright’s work, but i want to 
take us in one direction for the 
present. 

he says that we are to centre 
our ministry on Jesus. 

Jesus makes visible the one 
who is invisible — god. it is 

he, who through his life, death 
and resurrection, leads us into 
the heart of the Trinitarian 
god. church is to be the Body 
of christ, therefore the bearer of 
the image of god in the world. 

To push wilson’s idea beyond 
where i believe he would have 
wanted it taken, i think that 
to continue as individualized 
believers will probably end up 
where wilson says it will, the de-
mise of christianity in the west. 

Believers will need to form 
communities of faith for wor-
ship and witness. This will create 
some form of cohesion and the 
possibility of mobilizing within 
a geographical area or a sphere 
of influence. 

To explain the last term, 
sphere of influence, it might be 
that believers gather within an 
organization or a profession. it 
could be that christian physi-
cians and their families form 
the basis of a worshipping and 
witnessing community. 

Perhaps it will be some 
people who use a food bank or 
families from a particular 
school. There may be people 
from the arts community or 
sports clubs who meet. 

such things will require very 
different ways of thinking. 

whether these groups look 
like the traditional church or 
something very different, the 
important thing is how are they 
bearers of the image of god into 
the world? 

it is unlikely that people will 
listen to our words before they 
see our actions in the future.  

edwin hooper/unsplash.com

Archbishop David Edwards
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C A T H E D R A L    H I S T O R Y

Calithumpians present Medley Medley 2020 as part of summer program
By Gisele McKniGht

The calithumpians, an an-
nual outdoor theatre troupe 
in downtown Fredericton, has 
incorporated the 175th anni-
versary of the building of christ 
church cathedral into their 
summer repertoire. 

“Medley Medley 2020” is the 
name of a musical skit per-
formed by calithumpian mem-
bers lars schwarz, sebastian 
Vanicek, Mélanie Dupuis and 
elena hrkalovic. it’s one of four 
presentations by the troupe this 
summer. 

The Medley presentation 
illustrated many aspects of the 
life of Bishop John Medley and 
the building of the cathedral 
which began in 1845. The show 
was performed on the cathe-
dral green, their new home 
since their usual venue, Officers 
square, is closed this summer.

“we don’t really have a 
script,” said will Pacey, artistic 
director. “some of it is improv. 
we write a script at the end of 
the summer.”

Nevertheless, the story 
follows a young organist who 
sneaks into the cathedral to 
play, and her conversation with 
two resident bats, all of whom 
come across the ghosts of Med-
ley, his two wives, christiana 
and Margaret, plus the two 
architects who built the struc-
ture, Frank wills and william 
Butterfield.

One of the signature aspects 
of the calithumpians is their 
ability to adapt their own lyrics 
to well-known songs to illus-
trate the stories they tell. in this 
case, they took “we Built This 
city (On rock n’ roll), and 
changed it to “he Built This 
city (a cathedral).”

Much of the banter, and the 
songs, recount the history of 
Medley’s arrival from exeter, 
uk in 1845, the two architects, 
and the style of the church — 
gothic revival.

“it’s the first example of goth-

ic revival in Atlantic canada,” 
says one character, noting that 
Notre Dame in Paris is gothic 
and this is gothic revival. 

Then there is the curious 
fact about the stained glass 
coming across the Atlantic, 
stored in molasses to keep it 
from breaking.

“i was eating molasses 
cookies for years and years 
afterwards,” says william But-
terfield. 

The characters also note 
that Fredericton had a popu-
lation of about 4,000, and in 
order to have a cathedral, a 
community needed at least 
10,000 people. But Queen Vic-
toria gave John Medley “extra 
special permission” — the only 
place in canada to get this 
favour from the Queen.

The troupe delved into 
another piece of history, the 
anonymous donation that, 
after a daylong prayer ses-
sion, materialized. The story 
goes that building funds were 
depleted, so Medley prayed 
and prayed. By evening, an 

envelope containing £500 
materialized. On it were the 
initials FsM.

while Medley never knew, 
or revealed, who FsM was, he 
did have those initials en-
graved in the stone wall behind 
the eagle lectern inside the 
cathedral as thanks.

To the tune of Come On, Ei-
leen by Dexys Midnight run-
ners  — “come on, eileen, Too 
loo rye aye / i Need To Thank 
You, F-s-M” — the troupe 
offered several solutions to the 
mystery, including Found sum 
of Money; Financially strained 
Medley; Frances, sophia and 
Mary (friends in exeter); and 
Found sewage Money (from 
rats that had stockpiled stolen 
coins in the sewers!).

They also incorporated 
the old story of Mrs. Medley 
bringing her husband his sup-
per each evening; the clock, 
believed to be a prototype of 
the clock in Big Ben; the ca-
thedral fires; and the fact that 
Margaret Medley, wife num-
ber two, had been a nurse to 

christiana, wife number one. 
One song was to the tune of 

Monster Mash, called Cathe-
dral Lore. it included old and 
new information, mentioning 
Bishop’s court having been 
used as an emergency shelter, 
and the Monday Morning 
Outreach program that assists 
the needy in the city.

The cast noted writing 
Medley Medley 2020 was a 
challenge.

“it was the hardest one [of 
the repertoire],” said Mélanie 
Dupuis. ‘we didn’t want it to 
be just the history.”

The Medley Medley 2020 
performance has been on-
going throughout the sum-
mer, and has only one more 
performance left, on Monday, 
Aug. 31 at 12:15 p.m. on the 
cathedral green. Picnic tables 
are provided for seating. You 
must sign in for contract trac-
ing purposes. 

• • •
He Built This City (A 

Cathedral), adapted from 
the original, “We Built This 

City,” written by Bernie 
Taupin, Martin Page, Dennis 
Lambert and Peter Wolf, origi-
nally performed by Jefferson 
Starship 

Say you don’t know him // 
or recognize his face.

Say that’s Bishop Medley // 
he started this place.

Came across the ocean // 
to start a diocese.

Building a cathedral // it 
was not a breeze.

John Medley plays the or-
gan, listen to the church bells 
ring.

You don’t remember?
He built this city. He built 

this city a cathedral. 
 

He built this city. He built 
this city a cathedral. 

Built this city, he built this 
city a cathedral. 

Bishop Medley’s praying, 
for some extra funds

To finish off the spire, and 
finally be done.

Slipped under his doorway, 
came 500 pounds

From the secretive FSM, 
they have not been found. 

John Medley plays the or-
gan, listen to the church bells 
ring.

You don’t remember?
He built this city. He built 

this city a cathedral. 
He built this city. He built 

this city a cathedral. 
He built this city. He built 

this city a cathedral. 

The cast of Medley Medley 2020:  Bishop John Medley (Sebastian Vanicek), organist girl (Mélanie Dupuis), Christiana Medley (Elena Hrkalovic) 
and Margaret Medley (Lars Schwarz).

mcknight photo



The New BruNswick ANglicAN  /  5    october  2020october  2020

P A R I S H    O F    M A D A W A S K A

“Sharing hope & help”

Calvin’s Chapel: The church is  
wherever God’s people are praising

By Michele Ferland

since the March onset of 
cOViD-19 restrictions, 
congregations and worship 
spaces throughout the Diocese 
of Fredericton have had to 
undergo much change in their 
worship spaces and how wor-
ship is conducted.  

One unique change, 
however, has taken place at a 
garage belonging to the rev. 
canon Fran Bedell. what once 
was a simple structure contain-
ing storage bins and unused 
belongings is now the “church” 
for approximately one-third of 
the Parish of Madawaska.  

while the st. John’s An-
glican and st. Paul’s united 
church in edmundston has 
been allowed to re-open, 
the international border still 
stands between open worship 
and the contingency of parish-
ioners who reside in the state 
of Maine. 

Deemed “non-essen-
tial travel,” those who live in 
the united states but worship 
in canada have been unable to 
attend services for nearly five 
months.

photos by michael corbin

After the completion of re-
cording online service #25 on 
July 21, a comment led to a 
conversation that led to some 
brain-storming, and after 
receiving permission from 
Archbishop David edwards, a 
plan was created that culmi-
nated in the conversion of a 
mostly forgotten garage into a 
place to gather for worship in 
Frenchville, Maine, usA.  

Over the course of the next 
week, contractors cleaned out 
the stored items, hung insula-
tion and wallboard, painted 
floors and installed a ceil-
ing.  By Aug. 1, the space was 

ready to host its first worship 
service.  

utilizing the same safety 
protocols as established in 
re-opening the Madawaska 
Parish, social distancing is ob-
served, use of masks is encour-
aged and most importantly, 
worship is happening.  

The services mirror 
those being conducted in 
edmundston. services in-
clude pre-recorded music 
provided by church organist 
irma Mulherin, and are of-
ficiated by Fran with layread-
er Michele Ferland assisting.

TOP: The Rev. Canon Fran Bedell’s garage in 
Frenchville, Maine, which has been converted into a 
worship space unofficially named for Fran’s deceased 
husband, Calvin.   Here, parishioners of St. John’s 
Anglican and St. Paul’s United churches who live in 
Maine gather in the converted garage for worship.

An international 
border stands 
between parish-
ioners and their 
church, so they 
got busy!

eOffering numbers rise 
during pandemic
while the tradition of pass-
ing the offering plate during 
a church service continues, 
automatic giving, in place in 
the diocese for a decade, has 
proven to be especially valu-
able during the cOViD-19 
pandemic. 

with churches closed for 
several weeks, those without 
eOffering might have found 
giving their tithes and offer-
ings became more complicated. 
Parishes in turn had a much 
harder time financially with the 
loss of donations. The focus, in 
some cases, switched from wor-
ship and mission, to keeping 
the lights on.  

so has the pandemic 
prompted people to join eOf-
fering, the donation program 
that automatically transfers 
money from one’s bank ac-
count to the church of choice?

There has been a marked 
increase, though not what one 
would call a flood. 

“i went back to February, 
and we had 1,230 individual 
donors,” said Josh McDorman, 
diocesan accounting clerk.

By August, there were more 
than 1,300 donors giving via 
eOffering, despite the usual 
losses due to attrition. That’s 
an increase of 70, when over 
the same ‘normal’ period, 
there would have been about 
30.

“i really think so many are 
already on it that most people 
who are truly interested have 
already signed up,” said Josh. 
“it put us in a good position 
when the pandemic hit.”

how has all this affected 
parishes? Josh can only speak 
for one parish.

“From my perspective 
as bookkeeper of one of the 
parishes, eOffering was a huge 
boost,” he said. “it kept us from 
being in panic mode. it pro-
vided stability. it allowed people 
who could still give to continue 
without skipping a beat.”

For those already on eOffer-
ing, it has provided an impor-
tant plus: contactless giving at 
a time when physical contact 
with others has had to be 
rethought. 

Apart from the increase in 
donors, eOffering has under-
gone changes in the past year.

“we started looking at the 
program as a whole in July 
2019,” said Josh, who now 
oversees eOffering. 

“Jean wilson had done it so 
well, but she wanted more time 
with her family. we discovered 
the program had grown over 
the years but the infrastructure 
hadn’t been updated.”

The diocese developed a 
transition plan to give Jean a 
well-earned retirement, and 
“now it’s about to be fully 
in-house — all on one system, 
with backups in place. it was 
time for an upgrade,” said Josh.

For donors, the transition 
has been seamless.  

FaCTS aBOUT eOFFeRinG 
• 57 of 72 parishes use eOffer-
ing. 
• Over 1,300 separate parish-
ioners make donations on a 
weekly or monthly basis 
• Recent changes to the 
program include additional 
security for parish and parish-
ioners’ bank details and greater 
flexibility for making changes 
to amounts.

Josh McDorman
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“Sharing hope & help”

Kurt Schmidt
By Gisele McKniGht

Each month the New Bruns-
wick Anglican will feature 
a member of the Diocese of 
Fredericton in a new series 
called My Journey Here. 
     If you are, or know of a pa-
rishioner who is from far away 
and would like to tell the story 
of ‘how I got here,’ send the 
name and contact informa-
tion to the editor: gmcknight@
diofton.ca or 506-459-1801, 
ext. 1009. 

By Gisele McKniGht 

had it not been for a conversa-
tion with a nun from chicago, 
kurt schmidt might never 
had ended up in Fredericton. 
Between then and now, there 
have been stops in cape Bret-
on, Tanzania, Tacoma, halifax 
and windsor, Nova scotia. 

kurt, 45, was raised a ro-
man catholic in littleton, just 
outside Denver, colorado, and 
attended a Jesuit high school. 

“i grew up in the roman 
catholic tradition,” he said. 
“it’s pretty deep in my family. 
My mom is the only one in her 
family not a monk or a nun at 
one time. we’re irish catholic 
and german catholic.”

After high school he stud-
ied mathematics and African 
studies at colorado college, 
and connected with a small 
monastic community, called 
Nada, which had a relationship 
with his college. in his final 
year, kurt did an independent 
study that included a trip to 
their monastery.

“while there i followed the 
rules of the monastery,” he 
said. “i was living as a monk 
while doing the study.”

There, over chores, he met 
the nun whose conversation 
would change his life.

“she asked me what i was 
doing after university, and 

said ‘why don’t you check out 
this remarkable community in 
cape Breton?’”

she’d visited and had writ-
ten a story about l’Arche cape 
Breton. he read the story, and 
promptly wrote a letter asking 
if they had any room for him. 

The l’Arche website says it 
is a worldwide organization 
that creates inclusive com-
munities where the members, 
with and without intellectual 
disabilities, share life together. 
each member receives support 
to grow, achieve goals, and 
contribute their gifts and abili-
ties to create a more colourful, 
welcoming, creative, compas-
sionate, and joyful community.     
     Members live life together 
while working, learning and 
sharing their gifts. it has strong 
catholic roots and united 
church influences.  

From Colorado to Cape 
Breton
kurt’s letter to l’Arche was 
obviously well-received.

“Four weeks later i was on a 
plane to this mysterious place 
called cape Breton,” said kurt. 
“it was my first experience of 
intentional community living. 
l’Arche cape Breton is the only 
rural l’Arche community. it 
has a very special character. 
it was a really transforming 
experience for me.”

Transforming indeed, 
because while there, he met 
catherine, his future wife and 
an Anglican, who was from 
guelph, Ont. 

kurt spent one year at 
l’Arche as an assistant, in 
exchange for room and board 
and a small stipend, “but it’s 
not really a practical career 
move,” he said.

From cape Breton, he 
moved to Tanzania to teach for 
a year with Jesuit Volunteers 
international, another commu-
nal living experience in “the 
most beautiful place i’ve ever 

seen, and another non-paying 
job.”

Meanwhile, since this was 
1999, he and catherine kept in 
contact through letters, though 
he knows many were lost in 
the mail.   

Married life
“On my return to North 
America, my first stop was 
cape Breton,” he said. “cath-
erine and i got engaged.”

They spent their engage-
ment year in another l’Arche 
community, this time in Ta-
coma, washington. it was here, 
through l’Arche’s help, that he 
was able to pay off his student 
loan.

The couple was married in 
2001 in Ancaster, Ontario at 
canterbury hills, an Anglican 
camp. it was an Anglican-
catholic service to honour 
the religious backgrounds of 
the bride and groom. kurt’s 
uncle, a priest, was one of the 
celebrants.

kurt and catherine chose 
halifax to begin married life, 
and as they arrived sept. 11, 
learned of the attacks. 

That first year of marriage 
was a lean one, said kurt, 
with catherine finding work 
in home health care. kurt, 
ineligible to work in canada, 
managed to do some private 
tutoring.

A year later, his employ-
ment visa came through just 
in time for him to find work 

as a math teacher at king’s-
edgehill, a prestigious, very 
proper old Anglican boarding 
school in windsor, N.s. he’d 
sent his resume on a whim. 
The day before it arrived, the 
math teacher had backed out 
of his contract. 

with just eight days before 
the term began, they made a 
very quick move to windsor, 
ultimately spending four happy 
years there. For three of those 
years, catherine was a student 
at Dalhousie university, taking 
occupational therapy certifica-
tion. 

 
From Windsor to Fredericton
At graduation, catherine was 
offered a job in Fredericton, 
and like she had done for kurt, 
he resigned at the end of the 
term and followed her to the 
city that is now their home. 

Once in Fredericton, kurt 
found contract work with 
NBcc and the Mi’kmaq 
wolastoqui centre at the uni-
versity of New Brunswick. 

Their daughter, rachel, was 
born in 2007, and after cath-
erine returned to work, kurt 
became a stay-at-home dad, 
teaching a few courses at uNB 
as well. 

“By the time rachel was 
school age, catherine and 
i had carved out part-time 
employment — me teaching 
and she doing occupational 
therapy — and both of us 
home schooling rachel. it was 

awesome.”
From 2009-12, kurt studied 

part-time for a Masters in 
education and taught at uNB, 
while also home schooling and 
taking care of rachel. 

 
Christ Church Cathedral
shortly after arriving in Fred-
ericton, their neighbour, Verne 
sinclair, told them about the 
11:45 service at christ church 
cathedral. 

“At the very first service, we 
happened to sit behind Nathan 
and isabel cutler,” said kurt. 
“After the service, isabel swung 
around and made us feel 
welcome. she really extended a 
warm welcome. we came and 
never left!”

Two other women in the 
congregation — kirsten 
Mcknight and cindy Pope — 
were pregnant, and they and 
catherine all gave birth to 
baby girls within six weeks of 
each other in early 2007. 

“i’ve felt like our experience 
here at the cathedral has been 
one of very deep empower-
ment,” he said. “we’ve had two 
deans and found both of them 
very empowering and the 
entire congregation has been 
nothing but empowering.”

in 2017, kurt was hired 
as the half-time director of 
christian formation at the 
cathedral. 

“it was the right time for 
me, our family and the cathe-
dral,” he said. “i’m working on 
my own formation as well as 
others’.”

it’s a cross-generational posi-
tion with “a spectrum of free-
dom. it’s been really positive.”

so what’s it been like to 
make the move from catholi-
cism to Anglicanism?

“Frankly, i still consider 
myself a practicing catholic,” 
he said. “i don’t experience any 
conflict. My faith is richer by 
having two approaches to it. i 
appreciate being able to explore 
more Anglican traditions.”

he was preparing for recep-
tion on easter sunday, but has 
had to wait until cOViD-19 
restrictions are lifted. 

rachel is 13, and attending 
middle school. catherine is 
an occupational therapist for 
the New Brunswick extra-
Mural Program. kurt became a 
permanent resident of canada 
while at kings edgehill, and 
has been a canadian citizen 
for more than a decade.

“i’ve lived more than half 
my life in canada,” he said, 
adding, though, that he misses 
family back home, and he 
misses the rocky Mountains 
“a lot.”

Kurt Schmidt sits on the steps of Cathedral Memorial Hall.

mcknight photo
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F L A T    J E S U S

if you can help, please visit our website, anglican.nb.ca, and click on donate. as you  
can appreciate, this very worthwhile cause has been derailed by CoViD-19, but the  

urgency for health care remains. please donate as you can.

MISSION IN MOTION:  international

By Jason sMith

Are you familiar with the 
Take-Out church Fruit of the 
spirit program the Diocese 
promoted for the summer? in 
the package was something 
called Flat Jesus.

Flat Jesus was not my idea, 
but the concept has you print 
out, colour and laminate a 
cartoon-like drawing of Jesus 
that you can take with you ev-
erywhere — throughout your 
normal routines or away with 
you on a summer vacation. 

This is the second summer 
that Flat Jesus accompanied 
my family on our summer 
adventures. 

My family — wife, erin, and 
our two children, evelyn, 8 and 

william, 5 — went to multiple 
places and activities this sum-
mer and Flat Jesus came along 
for the ride. 

Flat Jesus accompanied 
the smiths as we traveled to 
hopewell rocks, Moncton 
Zoo, caissie cape beach, hartt 
island campground, family 
cottage on Belleisle Bay, New 
river Beach, Virtual camp 
Medley, grand Bay-westfield 
splash Pad and many more.

it may seem a little silly to 
take a picture or selfie with 
Flat Jesus, but it reminds my 
children that regardless of 
what is going on or where you 
are, Jesus is with you — always. 

This is just a fun little activ-
ity you can do with your family 
or individually as you go about 

your day. 
if you are like me, you can 

get caught up in the moment 
and forget that Jesus is around. 
But Flat Jesus provides a little 
reminder that he is always with 
you. 

Did you take part of the 
Take-Out church Fruit of 
the spirit challenge? Did Flat 
Jesus accompany you and your 
family this summer? if so, we 
would like to see your adven-
tures. Post on social media and 
use hashtags #nbanglican and 
#nbtakeout .
Jason Smith is the youth 
minister for the Church of the 
Resurrection, Parish of the 
Nerepis & St. John, and chair 
of Youth and Intergenerational 
Ministry (YIG) for the Diocese.

The adventures of

Flat Jesus

Flat Jesus accompanied the 
Smith family to the splash pad, 
the beach and the cottage this 
summer.

Flat Jesus accompanied 
the Smith family to the 
campground, Hopewell Rocks 
and the Moncton Zoo.  
All photos: Jason Smith
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This is a sermon given on July 
25, the Feast of Saint James, 
at the Church of Saint James 
in Lower Jemseg, by the Rev. 
Andrew Horne

On a dark, moonless 
night, 800 years after 
the resurrection of 

Jesus, in the northwest corner 
of what is now spain, a peasant 
noticed strange lights hovering 
over a nearby field. 

in curiosity and fear, he 
walked outside into the midst 
of what seemed like a thou-
sand falling stars — except that 
the stars never hit the ground.   
     The next morning the peas-
ant told the local priest what 
he had seen. The priest investi-
gated, and with the assistance 
of his parishioners, had the 
field dug up.  
     They uncovered a strange 
stone box. The lid was pried 
off, and inside they found 
the bones of three complete 
skeletons. At that moment the 
priest knew that the ancient 
legends of saint James, the 
third disciple of Jesus, were 
true. 

The man we now know as 
saint James the greater was 
born as Jakov, and he was a 
fisherman on the sea of gali-
lee. Together with his brother 
John and their friend Peter, 
he became one of Jesus’ most 
trusted disciples.  
     it was these three who were 
present at the raising of Jairus’ 
daughter, the Transfiguration 
of Jesus, and his Agony in the 

garden. 
how did the bones of a 

galilean disciple end up in a 
farmer’s field in distant spain? 
The legend of James, well-
known to the priest who un-
covered his bones, is this: After 
his resurrection, Jesus told 
his disciples to “go and make 
disciples of all nations.” 

James took this command 
literally, travelling to the far 
end of the known world, the 
northwest corner of spain.  
     There, he preached for 
many years, before eventually 
returning to Palestine. in the 
year AD 44, as recorded in 
the Book of Acts, James was 
beheaded in Jerusalem on the 
order of king herod.

But clearly this was not the 
end of his story. James had 
long wished to return to spain 
and complete his work. know-
ing this, two of his friends 
placed his body in a small 
boat, and sailed west across the 
Mediterranean and out into 
the Atlantic Ocean.

when they landed on shore, 
they carried the bones of saint 
James inland and buried them 
in a farmer’s field. And when, 
a few years later, these two 
friends died, their bones were 
interred with his, to be redis-
covered some 800 years later.

a pilgrimage begins
The village priest ordered 
that a shrine be built where 
the bones were found, and he 
christened the place campus 
stella — “the Field of stars.” 

Visitors to the shrine began to 
talk of miracles and healings. 

The stories grew with each 
telling, and the fame of saint 
James spread beyond the 
mountains. Pilgrims came 
from further away, and in 
greater numbers. 

The passage of their sandals, 
coming and going, wore a 
groove into the earth. The 
groove became a path, and 
then a trail. A cathedral was 
built to replace the church, 
with the bones of saint James 
placed in a crypt directly below 
the high altar. 

And still the pilgrims kept 
coming. The trail became a 
road: the French road: el 
camino Frances. 

some pilgrims journeyed 
in penance for their sins. 
some went to seek from James 
his virtues of faith and cour-
age. And some, convicted of 
various crimes, were given 
a choice:  they could either 
spend a year walking to and 
from the tomb of saint James, 
or they could spend the year 
in jail. 

Others, no doubt, made the 
long journey to santiago for 
the fun of it, or for the diffi-
culty of it. whatever their mo-
tives, in the 16th century, half 
a million pilgrims would walk 
to santiago every year. 

The pilgrimage declines
The pilgrimage declined after 

the reformation. Protestant 
churches discouraged the 
veneration of saints, and the 
roman catholic church expe-
rienced a similar shift in piety. 

Faith was increasingly 
thought of as an inward, rather 
than an outward reality. The 
idea of walking a thousand 
miles to venerate the bones of 
a saint began to seem a little 
ridiculous. 

By the 19th century, pil-
grims to santiago were so few 
that long stretches of the road 
had faded back into forest and 
pasture.  

And then — very slowly, 
and who can explain why? — 
the idea of pilgrimage began to 
catch on once more. 

in the 1950s, scholars 
mapped out the original route 
across northern spain. chris-
tians of all sorts, eager for a 
spiritual life that involved their 
bodies as well as their minds 
and hearts, began to walk the 
road. 

The spanish government 
sponsored the creation of hos-
tels along the route.  in 2004, 
a holy year, 30,000 people 
walked the road to santiago. in 
2006 i was one of 80,000 who 
did the same.  

My pilgrimage —  
the gift of time
On this, my first camino, i 
walked 230 kilometers from 
the city of Ponferada to san-
tiago. And why did i go? Not 
to ask the bones of saint James 
for a miracle.  
     Perhaps i went because i 
like to walk, and because i 
enjoy history, and because, like 
many restless, post-modern 
people, i seek a relationship 
with god that claims my body, 
as well as my mind and soul.  

The gift of the camino is 
time, and a life simple enough 
that you can appreciate it. As 
you walk, you can study your 
thoughts as if they were pass-
ing clouds. You can think of 
the people you love best, and 
resolve to love them better. 

You can walk and talk with 
other pilgrims, comparing 
boots and languages and life-
stories. Or, you can politely 
decline conversation, know-
ing that your solitude will be 
respected. 

You can pray. You can 
repent. You can praise. There 
is so much time for god on 
the camino. The only non-ne-
gotiable task is that you must 
keep walking. 

The trail to santiago is vari-
ously marked by scallop shells 

Remembering St James  
on the Camino pilgrimage

TOP:  What do you do at the end of a 25 km day? Go for an 
evening stroll.
ABOVE:  My first orange-peel arrow.
Photos courtesy of Andrew Horne.

Camino continued on page 9



The New BruNswick ANglicAN  /  9    october  2020october  2020

P I L g R I M A g E

“Sharing hope & help”

pressed into the pavement, and 
spray-painted yellow arrows. 
But i remember how, at noon 
on my first day, at an intersec-
tion where the way forward 
was unclear, i found on the 
road an arrow made of orange 
peelings. 

i took a picture of it, and 
kept walking. The next day i 
found another. indeed, every 
day of my 10-day walk i found 
an orange peel arrow on the 
ground, left by an anonymous 
pilgrim walking perhaps one 
mile, or one day ahead of me. 

And if a wayward boot had 
disturbed the arrow shape of 
the peelings, i would carefully 
restore it, and then follow its 
direction. 

Fellow pilgrims
in the last week of my pilgrim-
age, i walked with a group of 
young germans: raphael, a 
teacher; his friend gregor, a 
gardener; and sylvie, a nurse, 
who was trying to find on pil-
grimage the courage to survive 
her recent divorce. 

Two elderly swiss men 
walked with us for a while, but 
they were disappointed by our 
mere 25 kilometers a day, and 
left us behind.  

And there was Pierre, who, 
alone of all the pilgrims i met, 
spoke of his pilgrimage as pen-
ance. On New Year’s Day, 2006, 
Pierre walked out of his house 
in Toulouse, France, and never 
went back. he was walking, he 
said, to atone for his sins. 

when i met him in March, 
a thousand kilometers later, 
he limped heavily, and would 
arrive at the hostel hours later 

than the rest of us. he mut-
tered indecipherable French 
through a thick, grey beard, 
and would sing the French na-
tional anthem, trying to annoy 
the germans. 

None of these friends, i no-
ticed, when eating an orange, 
would save the peelings in 
their pocket, and, at confusing 
intersections, arrange them 
in an arrow shape upon the 
ground.  
     After 10 days of finding 
them, i formed a clear image 
of this orange-loving pilgrim. 
it was a woman, i was certain, 
and she would look like my 
wife, whom i missed.

she would buy an orange 
from a market along the road, 
an orange as bright as the 
sun. with her walking stick 
braced under her arm to free 
her hands, she would peel the 
orange, placing the pieces in 
her pocket. she would eat the 
orange meditatively, wedge by 
wedge, over many miles. 

Then, at a spot where the 
way forward seemed uncer-
tain, she would take the peels 
from her pocket, and arrange 
them on the ground in the 
shape of an arrow, for the sake 
of those who came after. 

Pilgrimage contemplation
i was one of those who came 
after. i had come to spain with 
no expectations, except that i 
would be lonely. i carried maps 
and a compass, which i did not 
need. i carried a russian novel 
that i never opened.  

i carried the habits of mind 
that make sense for someone 
hiking alone in the rockies: 
caution and stoicism and self-
sufficiency. 

But what i found in spain 

was much different: i found 
a community, centuries-
deep, of fellow pilgrims, all of 
whom claimed my friendship. 
i walked with st. Francis of 
Assisi, who made his camino 
in the 13th century, and with 
Pope John Paul ii, who made 
his at the end of the 20th. 

i walked with three young 
germans whose language i 
did not understand, but whose 
rhythms and prayers and si-
lences i seemed to understand 
perfectly.   
     All these, and millions more 
were my companions, leaving 
footprints and churches and 
orange-peel arrows upon the 
land. 

And with all of us, then and 
now and forever, walks Jesus 

Camino continued from page 8

Camino pilgrimage: 
‘Keep going’

— he too, on wounded feet.
On the 10th day i walked 

into santiago, visited the ca-
thedral, prayed at the bones of 
saint James, and received my 
compostella, the certificate of 
a successful pilgrimage.

with much emotion, i said 
“Adios,” “go with god,” to my 
friends. i spent the next days 
playing tourist, treading lightly 
on my blisters and keeping an 
eye out for a recently arrived 
pilgrim peeling an orange.

‘Keep going’
On my last day i took a bus 
to Finisterre, literally “the end 
of the world,” a bony finger of 
land pointing into the Atlantic. 
i climbed down the rocks, as 
custom requires, to wash my 

ABOVE:  The friends 
you make along the 
way: Roger, “Ireland,” 
“The Gypsy,” and 
Andrew. 

LEFT:  Spain is 
supposed to be a warm 
country!  Snow at O 
Cebriero.

feet in the ocean. And there, 
looking west into the setting 
sun, toward far-off Newfound-
land, i saw a single word spray-
painted on a rock, just beyond 
the breaking waves. 

“ultreya,” it said. This single 
word is both the pilgrim’s com-
mandment and the pilgrim’s 
prayer.  it means “keep going.” 
And so we do. 

The cathedral in santiago 
is, formally, the end of the 
pilgrimage. And, i suppose, i 
have been there, and done that. 

Yet for some reason, i 
needed to return five more 
times. indeed, i often find my-
self journeying still, retracing 
the camino in memory.  
     For, even more than the 
cathedral at the end of the 
journey, the pilgrimage itself is 
a kind of church, a community 
of faith moving through time 
and space, into which god 
calls us, strengthens us, accom-
panies us, and gives us joy. 

The Rev. Andrew Horne is the 
priest-in-charge in the Parishes 
of Gagetown and Cambridge-
Waterborough.

Ultreya,” it said. This single 
word is both the pilgrim’s  
commandment and the pil-
grim’s prayer.  it means  
“keep going.” and so we do. 

“
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By Gisele McKniGht

Editor’s Note:  Gisele McKnight visited Camp Medley on 
Aug. 6 to cover Family Drop-In Days. It was the first in-
person event to cover since Diocesan Council in February.

in a pandemic, being forgotten is a very real con-
cern. it’s the fear of every parish, annual event and 
camp in 2020 — that people will get out of the habit of 
attending or visiting.

camp Medley had that same fear, but for 10 days 
in August, it worked hard to draw people in — while 
social distancing, of course. it is a big camp, so that was 
not a problem.

From Aug. 1-9, Family Drop-in Days allowed moms, 
dads, grandparents, and children to visit, have a tour 
and enjoy activities like archery, swimming, canoe-
ing, crafts and sports, and share some hot dogs and 
other snacks. The statistics for this outreach totalled 56 
families and over 200 people — some familiar, some 
strangers.

scott McNeill of saint John brought his children, 
isabella, 10 and Alexander, 6, to camp Medley because, 
“i wanted to show them where i used to go to camp to 
see if they’re interested,” he said. “it’s got everything 
they like.”

scott took his children out on the st. John river for a 
canoe paddle, something he did as a child at the camp.

“i probably wouldn’t have showed up but i saw a 
post on Facebook and decided to go check it out.”

COnneCTiOnS
such connections are exactly what camp director the 

rev. John galbraith was hoping for.
“we’re doing this to create opportunities for families 

to come together,” he said. “it’s exposure. it’s letting 
people know that camp Medley is still around.

“The amazing thing is a lot of families are here with 
kids five or six years old that have never been to camp 
before.  The parents had come here in some cases.

“we don’t want to lose momentum. People have 
been very supportive of us not opening and supportive 
of this too.”

John figures that during the drop-in, more than two 
dozen kids were at the camp for the first time, some-
thing he hopes will lead to a return next summer.

rowan godin, 5, was a visitor who had never been 
to camp, “except i was here when i was a baby,” she 
said.

she, her brother Tucker, 7, and cousin ella Ogden, 
10, took in Family Drop-in Days with their grand-
mother, Marie Nagel. Marie attends church in the 
Parish of the Nerepis and st. John, and brought her 
grandchildren for a fun day out. 

“i was a little bit sad,” said ella, of the camp’s closure 
this year. “Then my nan told me about this the other 
day.”

All four were happy to have a day out together at one 
of Marie’s favourite places.

“i love camp Medley. it’s a day out with my grand-
kids and a way to support camp Medley this summer. 
it’s also exposure for the younger ones to camp.”

The group had taken in archery, swimming and 
crafts by early afternoon, and were looking forward to 

the slack line and gaga ball later. 
“it’s something for the kids to do,” said Marie. 

“There’s so much they haven’t been able to do.”
Family Drop-in Days were a big change for the 10 

staff members who hadn’t seen a child all summer. They 
were hired to help with maintenance and upgrades, and 
to provide online activities for an audience of campers 
missing their favourite summertime place.

Online OUTReaCH
savana somers and Abby caldwell, both 17, have 

been creating online content, including videos, for 
campers to engage with.

“we’ve been doing programming for virtual camp, 
and some programming for next summer too,” said 
Abby.

Abby has been doing a lot of storytelling, while sa-
vana has been busy with fun videos.

“it’s to connect with campers and show them what 
we’ve been doing,” said savana. “i write it, film it, edit 
it and then put it up [on Facebook]. we also do graces 
together.”

Anyone who’s ever been a camper knows the fun-
damental importance — and fun — of graces that are 
sung. 

The videos are shot on the girls’ phones. laptops 
are used to edit and upload. Next on savana’s list is “an 
infomercial for fundraising for the new grass for our 
field,” she said.

The two girls have had help from Jordan giddings 
this summer.

UPGRaDeS
The quiet summer has been an odd blessing for the 

camp, which was in need of upgrades. in the old dining 
hall, the wiring has been cleaned up and it’s being used 
as their workspace. The tucke shop has been moved and 

Camp Medley holds  
Family Fun Drop-in Days, 
works on upgrades

S U M M E R    C A M P

Making the best of summer 
BeFORe

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Staff, with 
director John Galbraith, build in-ground 
seating in front of the Jonathan Young 
Memorial Amphitheatre; Marie Nagel with 
her grandchildren: Tucker, Rowan & Ella; 
Savana Somers working on Facebook videos to 
help keep interest high; Jesse Galbraith meets 
canoeists during Family Drop-In Days.
RIGHT: Camp  Brookwood was quiet with only 
two staff present this summer; the chapel floor 
at Camp Brookwood, before and after painting.

mcknight photos
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renamed “MacMullin general store” after long-time 
staff member Neil MacMullin.

Ann and Don Pinnell helped refresh all the cabin 
bathrooms. Painting has been taking place in various 
buildings. Patio stones are now embedded in front of 
each cabin. hundreds of footsteps had worn away the 
dirt and grass to make dips in the ground.

large timbers are in place in the open field, waiting 
to become the infrastructure of real amphitheatre seat-
ing in front of the Jonathan Young Memorial Amphi-
theatre.

“we’ll dig out the hill and build bleachers,” said John. 
“it will be really nice when it’s done. we’ve also done 
some clearing in the woods and around the waterfront.”

John is expecting 50 gravel truck deliveries of top 
soil to cover the entire field, a solution to the problem 
of a gravelly, rough, uneven field for many years. A 
‘new-grass’ fundraiser is underway to help pay for it.

The other major upgrade is the deck in front of the 
dining hall. The old one has been removed and new 
joists are waiting for deck boards, which are in short 
supply this summer.  

“This is where people gather,” said John. “At least it’s 
meant to be a place for people to gather. it creates com-
munity.”

John hasn’t done this by himself, or even with just 
the help of staff. Many volunteers from around the 
diocese and even from within the galbraith family have 
pitched in.

“i’m calling on lots of people wherever i can find 
them,” he said. “People like to help.”

This year’s camp staff includes Joe Price, cameron 
hoyt, caleb Parks, savana somers, Abby caldwell, Jesse 
galbraith, Jordan giddings, Bill hawkes, konnor Parks, 
and Jenna Durelle.

By alexandra Green 

usually, camp Brookwood is buzzing with activity 
during the months of July and August. campers from 
all over the province make the trip here to lockharts 
Mill road, near Florenceville-Bristol and spend the 
week in craft, chapel, and nature sessions, playing 
capture the Flag, and swimming in the pool, among 
many other activities. 

however, the cOViD-19 global pandemic has put 
a stop to business as usual and forced Brookwood to 
look at summer fun differently. This year, the camp 
was closed to campers because of the health and 
safety risks posed to the campers and staff. 

This past summer, the camp had two employees 
instead of the usual seven. we had a director, Alexan-
dra green (that’s me!), and a groundskeeper, Declan 
Johnston. 

we began work the end of June to give the camp 
a face lift. From a safe distance, we repainted floors, 
walls, and shingles, cleared away brush and over-
grown areas of the grounds, cleared and marked new 
and existing nature trails, disinfected toys and appli-
ances, and reorganized equipment. 

Overall, the camp looks a lot better. The camp, be-
ing quiet, has given us time to finish projects that have 
been on the back burner for years, which is satisfying 
despite the circumstances being far from ideal. 

The biggest impact of the pandemic on Brook-
wood, from my perspective, was the fact that there 
was no one here. No campers, and only two staff. 
usually the camp has 35 or more people milling 
around and having fun, but it was so quiet. 

it was strange to not see the faces of returning 
campers and staff members i am used to seeing every 
summer over the last eight years i have worked here. 

To maintain some kind of connection with the 
campers and staff, i made daily posts to Brookwood’s 
Facebook page with crafts, songs, stories, snacks, 
activities, and memories. 

These have been really fun to make, and the feed-
back i have been getting has been really positive and 
uplifting. The posts will stay up after the camp closes 
for the winter, and i encourage you to have a look at 
what i have been up to. i also wrote a letter (shown 
above) to the campers to let them know directly that 
Brookwood is thinking of them. 
     i would like to take this opportunity to thank 
the camp Brookwood board of directors for their 
support over the years. Brookwood has taught me so 
many important lessons through my experiences as a 
staff member — even that i wanted to teach!    
     summer 2020 was always going to be my last year 
as the director, as it is time i moved on to a teaching 
career. This is not how i imagined my last summer at 
Brookwood, but i am so grateful for my time working 
and playing here, no matter what form it took.     
     Finally, i hope that campers will return to camp 
when the danger of the pandemic has passed. The 
camp will certainly be here, eagerly awaiting their 
arrival.   
Best wishes,  
Alexandra (Ally) Green 
Camp Brookwood Staff, 2013-2020

S U M M E R    C A M P

Sumer 2020

Dear Brookwood Campers, 

camp Brookwood might be closed this summer, but that doesn’t mean the fun has to 

stop! i am making posts on the camp’s Facebook page with activities, songs, and crafts to 

entertain and keep the spirit of Brookwood with you this summer. i hope you can check 

them out and share any activities you do at home with your families. i’d love to see what 

you’ve been up to!

if you would like to request songs for me to record and post on Music Mondays on the 

Facebook page for you to sing along with at home, please message the camp page! i’d love 

to hear your suggestions. 

i am keeping busy as the director this summer by making those Facebook posts (which 

i hope you’re enjoying), gathering resources for next summer (like new water games, 

activities, nature sessions, and things to do on rainy days), and doing some light 

maintenance work at the camp.  

i’d love to hear what you’re up to this summer. You can use the address at the top of this 

letter to write me a message if you’d like. 

i hope you’re all staying healthy and happy, and finding lots of ways to spend your time 

now that school is finished for the summer. remember to be patient and understanding 

of those around you. we can all get through this summer with as much fun as you’re used 

to having, even if it is in a different way than you’re used to. 

camp Brookwood is closed this summer, and even though we can’t know when the world 

will recover from this pandemic, Brookwood will be there when it’s all over.  

 
Please keep us in mind when summer activities return to business as usual. everyone will 

be excited and relieved, and Brookwood would love to be part of your regular summer 

routine again. 

i miss you all. stay healthy,  

Ally Green 

Camp Brookwood Director 2018-2
020

A quiet, productive 
season at Camp  
Brookwood

Making the best of summer 
BeFORe

aFTeRsubmitted photos
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“Sharing hope & help”

What have we learned?
The Church should 
be essential!

This commentary is part of 
a gathering of opinions that 
answers the question during 
this time of pandemic: What 
have we learned? 

By terence chandra

since the outbreak of the 
pandemic, our policy 
makers have had to 

make a number of tough calls; 
among them, which services 
ought to remain available to 
the public and which services 
ought to be, for the time being, 
closed down. 
     in short, they’ve had to 
come up with a list of essential 
and non-essential services.   

Needless to say, weekly 
church worship ended up on 
the non-essential list, thereby 
resulting in the closing of 
buildings and a proliferation of 
online, virtual services. 

in fact, even if there were 
no official policy to speak 
of, i’d like to think that most 
churches would still refrain 
from gathering out of a con-
cern for, not only the health 
of their own members, but the 
health of the broader com-
munity.  

however, all of this has 
forced me to ask a tough 
question — a question 
which, perhaps, you’ve had 
to ask yourself as well: is the 
church— the community of 
Jesus followers to which we be-
long— essential? Are we essen-
tial to the broader society? Are 

Soup’s On is a weekly offering of lunch, by donation only, and free to those in need in the Parish of 
Oromocto and Maugerville, one of many services offered by churches that Terence Chandra sees at 
“essential.” Soup’s On celebrated 10 years of service in 2019. 

submitted photo

we essential to the world?  
long before this pandemic 

broke out, there were those 
who would have responded to 
that question with a resound-
ing “No.”  

in fact, some have argued 
that, not only are we non-
essential, but we are irrel-
evant. in the eyes of many, 
the church is a relic left over 
from an era of superstition and 
ignorance that, thankfully, our 
civilization has outgrown. 

i’ll admit that in times of 
doubt, i can’t help but brood 
over the fear that i’ve devoted 
my life to a dying and irrel-
evant institution. 

But, having reflected on 
it a bit, i must conclude that 
perhaps the reason why i focus 
on the apparent irrelevancy 
of the church is because i’m 
too frightened to acknowledge 
the more disturbing reality; 
namely, that far from being ir-
relevant, we are, in christ, the 
most important community of 
people the world has ever seen.  

No doubt, you may find 
that statement to be rather 
pompous and grandiose. so 
do i! But, if you hear what 
the Bible has to say about us, 
it sounds even more trou-
bling. For example, in Peter’s 
first letter (i Peter 2:1-10), 
he writes: “You are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation.” what could Peter pos-
sibly mean by all of this? 

i’ll get into that. But first, a 
little bit of context. when saint 
Peter wrote this letter to the 
church, the christians were by 
no means running the roman 
empire. Far from it. They were 
seen as a bizarre sect within 
Judaism — one of a thousand 
little mystery cults that, at the 
time, were a dime a dozen in 
the ancient world.  

No credible observer would 
have looked at the church and 
described it as an essential 
institution. when they weren’t 
being persecuted, the first 
christians were being laughed 
at. when they weren’t being 

laughed at they were being 
completely ignored. They had 
no great houses of worship in 
capital cities; no cathedrals; no 
basilicas; no Vatican. 

They were, for the most 
part, a poor and illiterate peo-
ple, meeting secretly in their 
living rooms, scattered in small 
pockets all throughout the 
cities of the roman empire. 
That is the church to whom 
Peter writes in his first general 
epistle: a little sect of believers 
who were, for the most part, 
irrelevant and certainly not 
essential.  

But, not only was the 
church a rejected people, its 
founder was himself a rejected 
man. he was rejected by his 
very own nation’s religious 
establishment; rejected by his 
friends in his hour of greatest 
need; rejected by the roman 
political authorities; rejected, as 
Peter says, by men. he was, in 
the words of the scriptures, “the 
stone that the builders refused.”  

But, insofar as we have been 
aligned with the cornerstone 
that is christ — insofar as we 
have all been built around 
him— we collectively become 
the very house of god.  we 
are, in the words of saint Peter 
from today’s reading, “a spiri-
tual house” (i Peter 2:5).

For some of you, that might 
mean funding organizations 
like inner city Youth Ministry 

(which, by the way, is feeding 
dozens of families in the saint 
John area, right now). For 
others, it might mean running 
our laundry program, helping 
out at the drop-in, teaching 
sunday school or leading in 
music ministry.     

None of these things, on the 
surface, seem all that impor-
tant. chatting with a home-
less man who has come into 
our church to do his laundry 
doesn’t seem, on the surface, 
like a big deal. 

hugging a kid who has 
come to our Messy church 
program isn’t exactly saving 
the world. calling somebody 
in pandemic time and praying 
with her over the phone isn’t 
something that will make you 
a canonized saint. 

individually, these little acts 
of service are like bricks — 
small, ordinary and prosaic. 
But consider this: everyone in 
our little church community, 
serving god in such a manner 
— day by day, week by week, 
month by month, year by year, 
for decades. 

These small, humble acts 
of self-sacrificial service when 
collectively offered in the name 
of Jesus over time become 
something great enough to awe 
even the archangels in heaven.  
     why? Because the deeds 
of the saints — the sacrificial 
offerings of the royal Priest-
hood — bear witness to the 
saving love of god himself — a 
love that is vast and infinite 
enough to contain the universe 
and still have room left over 
for more. 

My prayer for the church 
during this time of pandemic 
is this: that when this is over, 
we would emerge stron-
ger — more committed to 
christ, more committed to 
his word, more committed to 
prayer, more committed to 
good works than we ever were 
before.  

let’s get to work, being 
about our Father’s business.  As 
it turns out, we have a job to 
do. And that job is essential.  
The Revs. Terence and Jasmine 
Chandra run the Saint 
John Central Community 
Ministry. Their blog is found at 
penniesandsparrows.org . They 
are also the priests-in-charge 
at Stone Church, Parish of St. 
Mark. This article was adapted 
from a sermon given earlier in 
the summer at Stone Church. 

“What Have We Learned” is a series that aims to encompass 
mostly church life and how that has affected you, but could also 
include personal epiphanies, mental health issues and the like. 
As long as they are relevant to your life as a Christian, we’re 
interested in hearing from you. Please write economically and 
limit your answer to 300 words if possible. This series will be 
ongoing throughout the fall. Send to gmcknight@diofton.ca .
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Archbishop leads Kings Landing service
By Gisele McKniGht

he was supposed to be there 
in August, but a power outage 
shut down kings landing. so 
Archbishop David edwards led 
the service at st. Marks chapel 
of ease on the historic site 
upriver from Fredericton on 
sept. 6 instead. 
     his family joined him, 
adding to the headcount of 42 
— the largest attendance so far 
during the 2020 season.

Patricia graham, in her 
41st year at kings landing, 
and a member in the Anglican 
Parish of canterbury, Benton 
and kirkland, is responsible 
for making sure everything is 
ready for each service, includ-
ing the flowers and candle-
sticks on the altar. 

she takes attendance and 
puts everything away after the 

service. This is part of her role 
at kings landing. 

Abp. David began by 
explaining the history of the 
Book of common Prayer, not-
ing it was written by Arch-
bishop Thomas cranmer in 
1549 so that everyone could be 
praying the same prayers at the 
same time.

“That’s why it’s called ‘com-
mon Prayer,’” he said.

he explained the five 
main services in the book, 
and pointed to the service he 
would be leading — evening 
Prayer — guiding those pres-
ent in how to use the book.

During prayer, he asked ev-
eryone to think of a person in 
their lives who was troubled — 
in body, mind or spirit — and 
to say their name quietly or in 
their minds. he then prayed 
for those people. 

he read the Parable of the 
sower in Mark chapter 4, 
noting its appropriateness to 
kings landing. he explained 
that the seed is god’s message 
of love and outlined the four 
ways it is received or sown.

“The word ‘listen’ is repeat-
ed,” he said. “it’s up to us to 
listen for the word of god and 
work out how we are going to 
respond.”

The tiny chapel on the 
ground of kings landing his-
toric settlement hosts Angli-
can services every sunday at 3 
p.m. from June to Thanksgiv-
ing. 

There is no entrance fee to 
attend the service. kings land-
ing is located at exit 253 off 
the Trans-canada highway at 
Prince william. 

Archbishop David Edwards reads during the service at 
St. Mark’s Chapel of Ease at Kings Landing on Sept. 6.

mcknight photo

Forum Facts

• Now the Christian Forum is available to 
everyone, not just those in the Fredericton 
area. all are welcome to join in. The forum is 
free.

• Estimated time is 1 hour.

• Dr. Bateman teaches in the Political Science 
Department of St. Thomas University.

• The topic is timely given the rapidly chang-
ing political climate in western society.

God’s great world!
These beautiful flowers, placed on our altar for an August Sunday service at All Saints Anglican 
Church, were grown by one of our WOW members, Lois Poore. They are a loving reminder that 
even though times seem a bit hard right now, we can still find beauty and peace by just looking 
around outside in God’s great world. 

photo by linda reid

On Sunday, Oct. 4 at 2 p.m., David Goss will lead a walk sharing stories from his latest 
book, Saint John Seasonal Snippets, exactly where they happened in the uptown. 
Hear about Rajah Raboid’s blindfolded drive through the city, when King’s Square 
had its own kitty, how buses were built at the Golden Ball Garage, when the area had 
a ‘plunge bath’ and so on. This walk will benefit the Trinity Tower Fund and a dona-
tion is expected. Signed copies of the book will be available for $20. Preregistration is 
required by email at gosswalk@nbnet.nb.ca and the location of the walk start will be 
sent to registrants. Other walks are planned. Email for details. 

Walks n’ Talks with David goss



14  /  The New BruNswick ANglicAN october  2020

A R O U N D    T H E    D I O C E S E

“Sharing hope & help”

The rev. stephen harnish 
has been appointed priest-
in-charge in shared ministry 
between the Parish of Minto 
and chipman and the Parish 
of Oromocto and Maugerville, 
effective Oct. 1 for a two-year 

Drive-thru dinner 
takes planning
Our annual strawberry festival 
sit-down dinner at st. luke’s, 
Parish of gondola Point, could 
not meet the safety issues 
around cOViD-19, so our 
special events committee met 
to see if we could come up 
with a new plan. 
     A drive-through, take-out 
dinner seemed to be the best 
option.  
     Tickets were pre-sold, and 
it quickly became obvious that 
this was going to be a very 
popular event. Tickets were 
sold-out within days. we had 
originally planned for 135 
dinners but in the end we sold 
210 tickets and could have sold 
more. 
     People seemed to be very 
receptive to the new format 
and felt safe participating in it. 
The pre-sale of tickets allowed 
us to have a list of all ticket 
buyers which could be used for 
contact and tracing if neces-
sary.  
     we set up prep stations 
inside our hall, with safe dis-

tancing in mind. if more than 
one person was needed at a 
station, then “bubbled” teams 
were used.  
     People packing the dinners 
were asked to wear masks, as 
were the runners who deliv-
ered the dinners to the door.     
     There, one person collected 
tickets and passed dinners to 
the drivers of the vehicles.  
     we managed all this with 
fewer volunteers than a sit-
down meal requires.  
     Another bonus was fewer 
dishes to wash, less money 
spent on table items like tea, 
coffee, butter and bottled 
water.  
     The downside of this was 
we could not see and talk to 
people we might only see at 
this dinner. i guess this is a 
sign of the time — less social-
izing than we might like to 
have. 
 
Submitted by warden Joyce 
McElman, who is also respon-
sible for the operational plan.

The annual strawberry festival at St. Luke’s Anglican Church in 
Gondola Point in July was a different affair this year, with take-
outs only, advance purchases and social distancing.  They sold 
210 tickets and could have sold many more.  Top photo shows 
volunteers John and Donna Dobbin filling small containers with 
sour cream. Bottom photo shows the drive-thru line to pick up the 
meals.  

brian hudson photos

renewable term. he leaves 
the Parishes of Andover and 
Denmark. 

robert cheatley will be or-

dained a deacon Nov. 1 at All 
saint’s Anglican church in st. 
Andrews.

The rev. Perry cooper and 
the rev. Gerald laskey will be 
installed as canons of christ 
church cathedral; and the 
Ven. Perry cooper and the 
Ven. Kevin stockall will be 
collated archdeacons at a ser-
vice of evensong on sunday, 
Oct. 4, at 4 p.m. at christ 
church cathedral.

Episcopal 
Announcements

parish news

TOP: Archbishop David Edwards was the special guest at All Saints Anglican Church, St. 
Andrews on Sunday, Aug. 23. After the service, those who wished to stay for fellowship brought 
bag lunches and ate in their socially distanced pews. David is seen here with layreader Don 
Adams and Archdeacon John Matheson.

ABOVE: Participants in the Christ Church Cathedral’s July 30th virtual Taizé service got two 
surprises. One was a lovely new song in the Taizé style written by Paul Macdonald from the 
11:45 praise band. Paul has written other contemporary Christian songs, but this one, entitled 
Blessed is the Lord Almighty, debuted online to the delight of those who gathered virtually. The 
other, even bigger, surprise was the participation of an English-speaking, Christian family of 
five asylum seekers from Azerbaijan (originally from Pakistan) who found their way through 
cyberspace to the Fredericton service. They requested prayer for their situation and were assured 
of it by the group here. 

betty matheson photo

ann deveau photo
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P A R I S H    O F    P O R T L A N D

Small things exist only in our minds
By daVid Barrett 

There is no such thing as “a 
small thing;” we never know 
what “small thing” we do will 
make a difference to others.  

st. luke’s church, the Par-
ish of Portland, is situated in 
the heart of the Old North end 
of saint John and has often 
been referred to as “the senti-
nel on Main street.”  

it is no secret that st. 
luke’s fell on hard times. it all 
began with urban renewal in 
the 1960s when hundreds of 
homes in the North end were 
torn down. 

But st. luke’s has expe-
rienced some real growth, 
spiritually, numerically and 
financially in the last few years 
and the diocese has been a 
great support. The goal is to 
have a full-time priest on the 
payroll in July 2021.  The pan-
demic has affected these plans, 
but that is still our goal.

small things. At a vestry 
meeting a couple of years ago, 
i asked why the clock in the 
bell tower didn’t work — it 
suggested neglect and a church 
in trouble.  

No one knew for sure. i 
asked the parish administra-
tor to call Trinity church and 
find out who maintains their 
clock. he examined our clock, 
told us it would cost $200 for 
parts and he would donate his 
labour!  

A vestry member donated 
the money and in no time, our 
clock was once again working 
and lit at night.

last fall we received a letter 
from someone who grew up in 
the North end and he said he 
was delighted to look out the 
window at McDonald’s across 
the street from st. luke’s and 
see the clock working again.  

he wrote, “i can’t tell you 
how surprised and pleased 
i was, to once again see an 
‘old friend’ at work. Not only 
was the clock visible by day, 
but once again lit up at night. 
During the years the clock was 
not working, i really missed 
it.” There is no such thing as a 
“small thing.”  

Back in 2017, a member of 
vestry got a quote to paint our 
church windows and trim — 
$28,000 plus tax. it might as 
well have been for $28 mil-
lion. it was an impossible task, 
especially with us paying off a 

loan for heat pumps.  
we even got a new quote 

breaking the job up into parts, 
but it was still beyond us.     
     Then, just before things shut 
down in March due to the pan-
demic, a parishioner anony-
mously presented us with a 
cheque to pay for painting the 
windows. 

Tim Desmond Painting 
has done the work, completed 

early in August, and it is a sight 
to behold. The quality of their 
work is exceptional. All rotten 
wood has been replaced, and it 
is stunning. They went above 
and beyond our expectations.  

Dozens of people in the 
community have commented 
on the work. it shows that st. 
luke’s church is alive and ac-
tive. No one asks anymore, “i 
thought st. luke’s was clos-

ing?” 
Two members of the com-

munity, impressed with seeing 
the work being done, sent us 
notes and a donation.

small things exist only in 
our minds. god has a plan for 
each one of us and for each 
parish. 

when we put our faith and 
trust in him and follow his 
leading, the so-called small 

things make a huge difference.  
st. luke’s church continues 

to be the sentinel on Main 
street.  As we continue to grow 
spiritually and numerically, we 
pray that we will continue to 
reach out to the people of saint 
John for generations to come.

The Rev. Canon David Barrett 
is the priest-in-charge in the 
Parish of Portland.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:  The clock tower 
gets long-awaited repairs; before and after shots 
of the windows and trim at St. Luke’s in the 
Parish of Portland. 

submitted photos
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Clergy mysteries  
We need your help!

For his continuing book on clergy in the diocese, Frank Morehouse, with assistance from Siobhan Laskey 
and the Rev. Canon David Barrett, is looking for any information and, if possible, photos, of clergy who 
have served in the anglican Diocese of Fredericton. 
     Below is a list of clergy names that lack information and details. Please contact Siobhan (hal9000@
nb.sympatico.ca), David (barrettdavid@rogers.com) or Frank (frankm@nbnet.nb.ca) with your informa-
tion. All contributions are greatly appreciated. 
     NOTE:  Because the list is long, it will appear in sections in several upcoming editions of the New 
Brunswick anglican.

surname christian names doB date of death Parishes/employment

smith Anthony graham 1929 1958-1960, simonds and upham

smith John 1882-1883, curate, christ church cathedral, Fredericton

smith Joseph 1834 1912 1873-1874, curate, st. Mary’s, saint John; 1874-1881,  Petersville

smith ranald edward 1827 1899 ? - 1868, headmaster, county grammar school, st. Andrew’s, 
NB; 1859-1869, curate, st. Andrew’s; 1869-1892, st. george with 
Pennfield

smith william 1882 1911-1915, gagetown

somerville Alexander carnegie 1797 1872 1826-1830, woodstock; 1830-1842, Bathurst

somerville c ?-?, Bathurst; ?-?, Douglas; ?-?, Queensbury; ?-?, st. Mary’s (York) 
and stanley; 1874-?, lancaster

sowerbutts crompton c. 1879 1947 1912-1913, waterford & st. Mark

spencer James 1852 1933 1896-1902, Addington (campbelton); 1902-1908, gagetown; 
1908-1911, grand Manan; 1911-1919, st. george; 1919-1924, 
Bright 

spike henry Mitchell 1821 1904 1879-1895, Musquash

stead John 1885 August 30, 
1965

1922-1923, wilmot, wicklow & Peel

stirling J.M (John Mayne) 1813 1850 at 1838, at 1842 curate of Fredericton (christ church)with 
responsibility for kingsclear/New Maryland;  at 1846-1850, 
Maugerville & Burton 

street samuel Denny lee 1806 1870 1829-1870, woodstock

street Thomas wyer 1831 1913 1855-1857, st. stephen ?-?, Teacher, grammar school, richibucto, 
NB;  1895-1901, Bathurst; 1901-1902, Burtt’s corner , 1902-1911, 
subdeacon, christ church, cathedral, Fredericton.  

street william henry 1833 1903 (1858?-1863?), canning?;  1863-1868, (sPg) Bathurst; 1863-
1870, Andover; 1873-1876, richmond; 1876-1880, missionary, 
Bathurst; 1880-1885, rector, Bathurst; 1885-1890, welsford with 
Petersville; 1891-? (at 1901), campobello

stuart Alexander Voules  
(A. Voules)

1810 1884 1845-1849, stanley; 1849-1856, Douglas

sweet charles F. 1891-1892 Newcastle; 1892 (3 months), interim, Victoria; 1881-?, 
Addington
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W H A T    H A VE    W E    L E A R N E D?

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?

An elderly lady sits in 
her room, distraught 
and heartsick. she 

has not seen her husband or 
daughter now for as long as 
she is able to remember. The 
onset of dementia has clouded 
her memory, but it seems as 
though, for some reason, they 
have abandoned her.

As for the grandchildren, 
the memory of that lies in the 
mist of the past. why are they 
not coming to see her? has 
she done or said something to 
offend them?  

sadly, the scenario expe-
rienced here by this hapless 
resident in one of our long-
term care homes has been 
repeated many times over for 
many people throughout our 
province. 

we can give thanks to god 
that our province has borne a 
much lighter load of infection 
than many others, and yet the 
distress, sadness and sense 
of abandonment continue to 
plague our elderly members.   

For those languishing in 
hospital, palliative care units and 
nursing homes, the plight has 
been especially burdensome.

some across our nation 
have even given up the will 
to live, deprived of the love of 
family and the vital human 
touch of a hug or a kiss.

when restrictions began to 
lift, our activity and spiritual 
care directors received many 
urgent calls from family and 
residents alike. They needed 

Archdeacon Keith Osborne officiates at a service of Holy Communion at the Parkland Shannex 
long-term care facility in Millidgeville, Saint John. The event marked the resumption of his 
ministry at this home since the COVID-19 lockdown in March. Much appreciation was expressed 
from the 20 residents in attendance.

archdeacon 
Keith osborne 
says the burden 
has been too 
great on the  
people he serves

pastoral care, someone to talk 
to, to pray for them, to bring 
the sacrament, to listen to their 

feelings with an understanding 
heart.  

On Aug. 5 i began receiving 

invitations to resume pastoral 
ministry to some of the 11 
homes on my circuit, and now 

at the time of writing, sept. 2, 
i have access to eight of these 
facilities, a very welcome situ-
ation.  

Although masked and six 
feet apart with limited time 
allowed, now at least these 
lonely people are receiving 
some semblance of attention 
apart from the dedicated staff 
who have served them since it 
all started. They are breathing 
a sigh of relief and many feel it 
is all over. is it really?

As we think of those in the 
process of dying, terminally ill, 
and suffering from cognitive 
impairment, has the burden 
not been too great? 

it is difficult for a govern-
ment or a chief medical officer 
to exercise due caution to pro-
tect the population, yet at the 
same time hold regard for the 
needs of the sick and dying, 
the most vulnerable among us.  

certainly they need a barrier 
to shield them from infection 
— a buffer zone as it were. They 
also need the loving touch and 
voice of family and those who 
will come to impart the Faith to 
souls which feel empty.  

how does one strike the 
proper balance between the 
two? i offer no answers but ask 
simply that all of you please 
pray for these dear people, that 
they may be brought the joy, 
love, friendship and connec-
tion with their god which they 
so desperately need at this time.
• • •
Archdeacon Keith Osborne has 
a seniors’ ministry in Saint John 
nursing homes. 
• • • 
This commentary is part of
a gathering of opinions that
answers the question during
this time of pandemic: What
have we learned? If you’d like to 
participate, email the editor:  
gmcknight@diofton.ca . Thank 
you!

submitted photo

MISSION IN MOTION:  compassion
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B O O K    O F    C O M M O N    P R A Y E R 

Grasping the BCP anew
Reprinted from The Anglican 
Planet.  
In May, theologian Ross Hebb 
talked with Sue Careless about 
his series of six instructional 
videos, which teach lay people 
how to pray several services in 
the Book of Common Prayer 
that do not require the presence 
of a priest. Dr. Hebb is rector of 
St. Peter’s in Fredericton. 

taP:  with holy communion 
often the only church service 
held in many parishes each 
sunday, many Anglicans are not 
familiar with the daily services 
of Morning and evening Prayer 
that older generations of Angli-
cans heard regularly in the past. 
     Now, during the current 
lockdown, you are uncovering 
some buried treasures, includ-
ing the service of compline 
and the litany as well as 
Noon-day Prayers and Prayers 
for Family Devotions. what 
prompted you to make these 
videos? 
rh:  Three reasons: First, it 
seemed plenty of clergy were 
‘doing’ e-services while church 
buildings were closed during 
the pandemic, so there was no 
sense clogging up that market 
with yet another offering. 

secondly, there was the 
sense that this lockdown might 
be an opportunity for folks to 
do ‘the good they had neglect-
ed to do,’ namely to realize 
their long-intended desire 
to actually say Prayer Book 
services at home. 

After all they could no 
longer claim not to have suf-
ficient time. however, i also 
realized from experience that 
Anglicans did not necessarily 
know how to do the services 
themselves. hence the need for 
the videos. 

There is also a broader, 
theological consideration. 
The ethos of Anglicanism is 

The Rev. Canon Ross Hebb kentaro-toma-unsplash.com

participatory worship, give and 
take, versicles and responses, 
such as “The lord be with you 
- And with Thy spirit!” Angli-
can worship has always been 
this way; everyone is to follow, 
to share in and to participate.     
     children learn this even as 
toddlers playing in the pews. 
it is not just cute that they say 
the ‘Amen.’ it is actually the 
first step in learning to worship 
their god!  
     All this e-worship, although 
good and necessary for the 
time being, has the regrettable 
(and unintended collateral 
effect) of leading us down the 
road further to becoming only 
viewers and an audience, not 
fellow worshippers.  
     The videos are designed to 
thwart this process and to give 
worship back to each individu-
al believer! 
taP:  which service would 
be the best place to start for 
someone who has not used the 
BcP in their daily devotions?   
rh:  evening Prayer. it is 
shorter, designed for late in the 
day when there is more time 

but nonetheless teaches all 
the necessary tools of finding 
psalms and lessons that can 
be applied to other services, 
especially Morning Prayer. 
taP:  And which might be the 
last?  
rh:  The litany - but it is very 
suitable for challenging times 
like right now! 
taP:  what if someone doesn’t 
own a Prayer book?  
rh:  Barely an inconvenience 
– the Prayer Book, like the Bi-
ble, is wholly available for free 
online at  http://prayerbook.ca.  
i include the necessary link at 
the end of each video.  
taP:  what is your next 
project?  
rh:  A new video series on 
YouTube, six 10-minute ses-
sions on “how we got the 
Prayer Book” — a brief history 
of its compilation and trans-
mission over the last 400 years. 
taP:  since you are both a 
theologian and an historian, 
that is quite exciting.  
rh:  The Prayer Book contains 
so much of our western spiri-
tual tradition — a tradition as 
rich, as broad and as fulfilling 
as any that exists. The Prayer 
Book, too, although now usu-
ally forgotten, is the very hinge 
and essence of Anglicanism.  
     we did not have ‘confes-
sions’ as the lutherans and 
Presbyterians, nor do we rely 
on a top-down structure as did 
rome, but Anglicans had the 
Prayer Book which contained 
scripture, doctrine, devotion 
and a unique spirituality. 
• • • 
taP:  Dr. ross hebb no soon-
er completed his video series 
on services in the BcP than 
he started another set on How 

We Came to Have the Book of 
Common Prayer (BcP - 1962 
canadian edition.) 

it is no small challenge to 
cover 100 years in a 10-minute 
talk, but Dr. hebb does so with 
wit and gusto.  
     he is a superb teacher: 
knowledgeable, succinct and 
engaging. each of the six vid-
eos will be released on You-
Tube on a weekly basis, giving 
the series the potential of a 
global audience.  
     whether or not you are 
familiar with the BcP, or with 
history for that matter, do 
yourself a favour and check the 
series out this summer. You’ll 
be glad you did.  

As Dr. hebb explains in his 
own words: 

“The series traces the cre-
ation and transmission of this 
truly unique spiritual heritage.  
     Much more than just a 
collection of worship services, 
the Prayer Book is the best 

single compilation of a distinct 
western christian spiritual 
tradition.  
     while the reformation 
obviously forms the backdrop 
to its creation, the series is not 
a history of the reformation 
but of the BcP.  
     while mention is made 
of various historical periods, 
such as the caroline and the 
Victorian, focus remains on 
the Prayer Book, and not on 
particular eras.  
     Again, mention is made of 
various ‘-isms’ such as Deism 
and Tractarianism (and their 
influence on the BcP), but the 
videos avoid the pitfalls of fall-
ing for too many ‘-isms.’  
     Finally, while necessarily 
discussing certain individuals 
such as Archbishop cranmer, 
king charles i, and Bishops 
seabury, selwyn and Medley, 
the series avoids detailed biog-
raphies.  
     The goal throughout is to 
maintain an emphasis on the 
central figure - The Book of 
Common Prayer. The series 
nonetheless required a frame-
work and i opted for a dis-
tinctly chronological one.  
     Video # 1 is devoted to a 
consideration of the need for 
printed, ‘bookish’ or set forms 
of worship as opposed to free 
form or extemporaneous styles 
of prayer and praise.  
     it surveys both Old and 
New Testament examples of 
written-down worship and 
then 15 centuries of the devel-
opment of this tradition.  
     Videos 2 through 6 each 
focus on a particular century, 
namely, the 16th, 17th, 18th, 
19th and 20th.  
     Video # 6 discusses not 
only the eclipse of the Prayer 
Book in the 20th century and 
its present status in canada 
but also proposes a hopeful 
outlook on its future.”

• For how to say Family Prayers see: youtube.com/
watch?v=YhTF2frmRRw&feature=share 
• For how to say Compline see: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=Uqxzczhe4mE 
• For Noon Prayers see: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=FLpmGSESTMU&feature=share&
fbclid=IwAR0bAopi_7t0UYoaEYi24pmjyUu21-qPl
QB_sd8169wQ7jCTfxSUZOpMQdo 
• For how to say the Litany see: https://www.you-
tube.com/h?v=vLVwNP4Y8No      
• For how to pray Evening Prayer see: https://
www.facebook.com/261404490696310/vid-
eos/1086031931770722/ 
• For how to pray Morning Prayer see: https://
www.facebook.com/261404490696310/vid-
eos/2622456091410411/

The prayer Book contains so much of our Western  
Spiritual tradition — a tradition as rich, as broad  
and as fulfilling as any that exists. 

“
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The Rev. Chris Hayes is a 
musician as well as a priest 
serving in the Parish of 
Salisbury and Havelock. 

Charming To the Last brings the sonic muscle
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M U S I C   C O M M E N T A R Y

One album that has 
been in my ears and 
on my mind has 

been the duo charming To 
the last’s first album, It’s the 
Little Things, which you may 
know features synod Office 
staff member Ben Bourque 
and his long-time friend, Alex 
Arthurs.   
     First albums from artists 
are unique things in that they 
are often the sum of an entire 
lifetime of music-making 
and learning up to that point, 
whereas subsequent projects 
always grow out of the previ-
ous one.   
     But please, dear reader, do 
not mistake this for a juvenile 
project or “album with poten-
tial.” It’s the Little Things is 
a fully-realized, incredible, 
well-recorded album that 
holds its own with any project 
out there.     
     NB Anglican newspaper ed-
itor gisele Mcknight has writ-
ten about the band itself and 
its roots, including the process 
of making this album. here, i 
will focus on the music itself, 
which is a treat to do.   
     while a track-by-track re-
view is helpful to some, i shall 
talk about themes and aspects 
of the album as a whole, whist 
highlighting things found 
in certain tracks along the 
way. less talk, more tunes. 
     some artists come to a 

project with a theme already 
in place before music and texts 
are written. The opposite is 
true here. Ben (whose songs 
make up the album) spoke of 
actively not writing to a spe-
cific topic or theme.   
     here we come to a point of 
irony, for these songs, together, 
do form a theme — that of 
family, little moments, and joy-
ful living. it sounds idyllic, and 
the music’s energetic grooves 
and forward drive certainly 
reflect this. 
     rhythmic complexity in 
the guitar riffs and drumming 
provide a lot of interest in the 
music as a whole, particu-
larly in the song, “carefree” (a 
personal favourite). The song’s 
text cries out for a break from 
the regular routine of daily 
life — a moment to “clear my 
mind … some time away from 
the weight of responsibilities.”   
     To be clear, Ben is not 
complaining about spousal 
responsibilities and the joys of 
parenthood! we all know what 
it’s like to want a pause every 
now and then, i believe. 

     This song also highlights an 
interesting aspect of much of 
the album — there is a juxtapo-
sition between the fast rhythms 
in the music and the longer, 
held-out notes and phrases so 
often present in the melody 
line. This helps the lyrics to soar 
over the music. 
     For the record, this album 
is one of the easier to “hear” in 
that it features fantastic clar-
ity. each word sung, each hit of 
the hi-hats in the drums can be 
heard. The work Alex and Ben 
did to record this album so 
technically well shows plainly.  
     whether it is guitar with 
distortion pedals, a string 
section (or its sampled equiva-
lent), or acoustic guitar, the 
sound and its presence are 
wonderfully done.  
     There is a “fresh” sense on 
this album. Ben speaks of mu-
sical influences such as Jimmy 
eat world and Blink-182; and 
relient-k; their sonic spirit 
lurks in the background of this 

record.  
     Most of the songs are up-
beat in nature, but that doesn’t 
become monotonous, owing to 
the variety of instrumentation 
and effects in each track. “Ori-
on” stands out as a slightly 
slower-tempo song with a very 
sparse opening with kit, guitar, 
and vocal, but kicks in with the 
full band by the chorus. 
     “These Moments” has an 
ever-growing arrangement, with 
a great use of synth-strings as an 
opener.  
     singles from the album so far 
include “Take the shot” which 
captures the energy, simplicity 
of thought, and great groove 
that is so much of this album, 
along with “Burn Bright,” which 
features a great chorus melody 
(you’ll never hear the word 
“wildfire” the same way again). 
     what is there for the dis-
cerning christian ear? if you’re 
looking for specific references 
to god, Jesus, church, or other 
religious words, you won’t find a 
whole lot of it (“All i have” does 
stand out in this regard). That 
wasn’t the intent.   
     But the christian listener can 
certainly understand the themes 
of this album as describing 
important parts of our life — 
devotion to family, maintaining 
a healthy spiritual balance in life, 
and recognizing the important 
things around us.   
     i’ll let you in on a little secret 

— this is true for everything in 
life !  A christian doesn’t need 
key words thrown at them to 
think about god in any particu-
lar moment, project or situation.  
good theology is thinking about 
god in everything,, specifically 
mentioned or not (end of mini-
sermon here). 
     This a great album. Not a 
“perfect” album, whatever that is 
(and no, Ben did not bribe me to 
write a gushing review.  we can 
discuss, the next album review, 
Ben, over my favourite cup of 
coffee…)    
     i will be excited to see what 
comes down the road. Ben re-
ports that they will take a break 
for a while, as the process getting 
this far has been a demanding 
one.   
     i wonder what Ben and Alex 
will come up with if they tried 
really different styles, or if Ben 
writes about different topics.   
     i would love to see them 
tackle a longer song format, in 
the 8:00+ range, now and then, 
in the style of genesis or Dire 
straits. Then again, another 
album like this first one would 
still be great fun to hear.   
     congrats, Ben and Alex - a 
super impressive, enjoyable, 
fantastic album!

Michael Briggs is the diocesan 
stewardship officer. He lives in 
Moncton.

Mike Briggs

Smart stewardship        Donate Product     Donate $      Donate $
Cost         $20          $20               $40
Tax relief       0          $10               $20
Net Cost       $20          $10               $20
Food bank buys       0          $30               $60
Net food bank gain $20          $30               $60 

‘work smarter not harder’. 
how many of us have heard 
the above phrase in our 

working lives? it is an exhorta-
tion to use your time wisely 
so you can produce more with 
less effort and is typically well 
understood by everyone.

have you thought about 
stewardship in the same way? 
we all know of the tax benefits 
that come from donating to a 
registered charity, and i have 
written on this on a number of 
occasions. 

let’s look at food banks for 
example. how many of us add 
a few extra cans of soup, boxes 
of kraft Dinner, or pasta to our 
grocery carts and donate it in 
the bin after we check out at the 
cash register. 

Volunteering at a local food 

bank two afternoons most 
weeks, i can certainly see the 
need, especially now with all the 
restrictions and unemployment 
due to cOViD-19, although 
New Brunswick is faring better 
than most provinces. 

instead of buying those extra 
items, welcome though they are, 
have you considered donating 
directly to the local food bank or 
to Food Depot Alimentaire, the 

organization that distributes to 
the food banks?

i’ve illustrated the advantages 
of doing this in a table below. 
The food banks do not have 
enough food donations to fulfill 
their needs so they go out and 
purchase. 

Due to their bulk purchases, 
the major chains give them a 
price break — more product for 
the same dollar amount. i had 
not thought about this until our 
parish had the executive of a lo-
cal food bank give us a talk.

if you think about what you 
spend, then gross it up to allow 
for the tax relief, then donate 
that amount, you have spent the 
same after tax dollars. 

however, the food bank is 
able to use those grossed-up dol-
lars and purchase much more. 

The end result is that for the 
same after-tax donation to the 
food bank, they receive far more 
product than if you had donated 

the product itself.
As you can see, the first 

column is an illustration of 
giving product directly. The 
second shows donating the same 
amount of cash, lowering your 
after-tax cost but giving the food 
bank extra. 

The last column shows the 
result of giving so your net after-
tax cost remains the same as 
donating product but the food 
bank receives three times the 
product that you would donate 
directly. 

in New Brunswick the tax 

relief is a little below 50 per cent, 
but i have used that percent-
age for ease of illustration. This 
is just one example of smart 
stewardship where you lever-
age the tax advantages so your 
charitable donation goes much 
further. 

Think about all you do and 
whether there is a way to give 
smarter and benefit your chosen 
charities.
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T H E   A R U S H A   C A L L 

carolyn v on unsplash

The Arusha Call to 
Discipleship 

 This call to transforming discipleship is not a one that we can answer in 
our own strength, so the call becomes, in the end, a call to prayer:
Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life in all its diversity and beauty. 
Lord Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, we praise you that you came to 
find the lost, to free the oppressed, to heal the sick, and to convert the self-
centred. Holy Spirit, we rejoice that you breathe in the life of the world and 
are poured out into our hearts. As we live in the Spirit, may we also walk in 
the Spirit. Grant us faith and courage to deny ourselves, take up our cross 
and follow Jesus: becoming pilgrims of justice and peace in our time. For 
the blessing of your people, the sustaining of the earth, and the glory of your 
name. Through Christ our Lord, Amen.

Proclaiming the Good 
News in word and deed

arusha Call # 3:
As disciples of Jesus Christ, both individually and collectively, we 
are called to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ—the full-
ness of life, the repentance and forgiveness of sin, and the prom-
ise of eternal life—in word and deed, in a violent world where 
many are sacrificed to the idols of death (Jeremiah 32:35) and 
where many have not yet heard the gospel.

The World Council of Churches’ 
Conference on World Mission 
and Evangelism met in Arusha, 
Tanzania, in March 2018. From 
this meeting the more than 
1,000 participants, who were 
all regularly engaged in mission 
and evangelism, issued the Aru-
sha Call to Discipleship.     
     At our own national church 
General Synod last summer, 
resolution A-129 was passed 
that we affirm the Arusha Call; 
encourage bodies within the 
General Synod to integrate this 
call into the guiding principles 
of baptismal living for the shap-
ing of national ministries; and 
commend the Arusha Call to 
dioceses for study and inclusion 
in their considerations of evan-
gelism, witness and discipleship.

For one year, Spiritual 
Development Team members 
and others will offer reflections 
in the New Brunswick Anglican 
on the 12 points within this call. 
This is part 4, written by Nancy 
Stevens.

“we are called to proclaim the 
good news of Jesus christ — 
the fullness of life, the repen-
tance and forgiveness of sin, 
and the promise of eternal 
life — in word and deed, in a 
violent world where many are 
sacrificed to the idols of death 
(Jeremiah 32:35) and where 
many have not yet heard the 
gospel.”

The word “proclaim” 
emphasizes the importance of 
the message. The gospel is not 
only important, it is truly good 
news! 

Many view god as irrel-
evant or as a tyrant out to spoil 
our fun. Nothing could be 
further from the truth.  god 
gave his son Jesus to provide a 
way for people to be reconciled 
to him and to experience life 
as he intended it to be.  

in a world where millions 
live in fear and despair, finding 
out god loves us and wants to 
have a relationship with us is 
good news indeed!  

Through repentance and 
faith in Jesus, we are not only 
forgiven, we are made new 

creations (2 corinthians 5:17).     
     we receive a fresh start 
and embark on the path of 
eternal life. eternal life is not 
just about living forever in our 
heavenly home, it is about the 
quality of life we can have now 
as we allow the holy spirit to 
transform us. 

Jesus speaks of it as the 
“abundant life” (John 10:10) 
– a life full of love, joy, peace, 
hope, purpose, etc.  he does 
not promise we will not have 
trials or heartaches in this life. 
rather, he promises that we 
do not have to face them alone, 
as we lean on him in our time 
of need. That, too, is good 
news!

while some christians are 
called to vocational ministry, 
it is the responsibility of every 
believer to proclaim this good 
news both in word and in 
deed. 

Followers of Jesus are called 
to action – to love others, to 
protect the weak, to provide 
for the destitute, to fight for 
justice, etc.  

The list is long because the 
needs are many! The church is 
meant to be salt and light or, 
in other words, to be agents of 
healing who point others to Je-
sus, the only way to the Father.

christians are called to 
proclaim this good news in 
a world that is filled with 
violence. every day we hear 
of war, brutality, murder and 
abuse. it is easy to become cal-
lous towards human suffering. 
it is even easier to feel helpless.  

what difference can we 
make in this world?  it may 
seem like so little, but each 
good deed and word of witness 
sheds some light in the dark-
ness and can make a real dif-
ference for at least one person.

Jeremiah 32:35 refers to 
god’s abhorrence towards hu-
man sacrifices offered to Baal. 
The practice is perhaps shock-
ing to modern readers. Yet, 
even today, millions of people 
are “sacrificed” as dispensable 
objects exploited by those who 
have power over them — child 
soldiers, suicide bombers, 

refugees, sex slaves, humans 
trafficked around the world, to 
name a few.   

Then there are socially ac-
ceptable practices which also 
devalue human life — abortion 
and euthanasia.  Thankfully, 
there are christian organiza-
tions actively working to ad-
dress these many forms of evil 
in our world.  They deserve 
our prayers and financial sup-
port.

Finally, followers of Jesus 
are called to take the good 
news to those who have not 
yet heard it.  The world has 
an estimated 7,408 unreached 
people groups representing 

3.23 billion people. (For more 
information see https://www.
joshuaproject.net/)  how will 
they hear unless someone goes 
to tell them? 

Thankfully, the church is 
growing in many parts of the 
world and is actively shar-
ing the good news beyond 
their borders as well. still, the 
spiritual needs of the world are 
great and the ones prepared to 
go as messengers of the gospel 
are few.  

Then there are the needs 
here at home. As church atten-
dance continues to shrink in 
canada, the need for evan-
gelism in our own backyard 

grows. 
Take it from me, as some-

one involved in cross-cultural 
ministry for many years, it is 
relatively easy to get on a plane 
and go proclaim the good 
news somewhere else.  

it is much more challeng-
ing to speak of Jesus with 
one’s own family, friends and 
neighbours. 

As his disciples, both indi-
vidually and corporately, may 
we embrace our calling to pro-
claim the good news wherever 
god has placed us.
Nancy Stephens is chair of the 
Diocesan Mission & Outreach 
Team. 

What difference can we make in this world?  It may seem like so little, 
but each good deed and word of witness sheds some light in the dark-
ness and can make a real difference for at least one person.

“




