
The Good Word with Rev. Barbara Fullerton

COVID-19
"Season of Creation"
Joshua 1: 9  Be strong and courageous; do not 
be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your 
God is with you wherever you go.

This is not the “Back-to-Church” message I hoped 
to be writing this fall. However, the pandemic in 
which we find ourselves is far from over and may 
likely become worse before it is resolved.
 
Because of the demographics of our membership 
(and your minister!), in addition to renovations of 
our EPUC building for the Childcare Centre, it is 
not safe for ANY of us to be in the building right 
now. That is challenging for staff and members 
alike.

At the end of the tunnel, I remain hopeful that 
EPUC has a positive future.

For the time being, thank you to each of you for 
your gifts to each other: phone calls and emails, 
even masked and distanced in-person visits. And 
thank you for your faithful financial gifts for the 
ministry we do together!

Though it is important for our health and safety not 
to gather in person for worship yet, my hope is to 
take incremental steps toward being back 
together. Moving in that direction, the Re-Entry 
Team and Worship & Sacraments Sub-Committee 
have  supported  moving  our  Worship Gatherings

on Zoom to Sunday MORNINGS at 
10:30 a.m., beginning on 4 October, 

World-wide Communion Sunday. 

Our summer experiment of having a Zoom 
Worship Service at 2 p.m. was made after the 
COVID-19 shutdown. This brought together a total 
of 30-35 different folks on Sunday afternoons. It 
has been relaxed and meaningful time together.

As we celebrate the Season of Creation, from now 
to Thanksgiving, we hope to “see” more of us 
together in our “normal” worship time. 

Many thanks to the Board-appointed members on 
the Re-Entry team, which has worked steadily 
through the summer toward a time when we can 
be together again safely

This is a difficult time! You are doing a great job! 

   Rev. Barb
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OFFICIAL BOARD

The Re-entry Ad-Hoc committee of eleven 
members of the board, created to develop plans for 
the safe return to full use of our church building, 
when we have government approval and we feel it 
is totally safe, has been broken down into three 
sub-groups to deal with the specific areas of:
Worship (Rev. Barb Fullerton, Harold Wells, Bob 
Panabaker)
Outside Groups (Kent Burnison, Stan Burnip, Bob 
Moulton, Paul Echlin)
Staff & Programme (Gayle Burnison, Brenda 
McMaster, Judy Jefferson)
Each group has been working diligently to research 
what has to be done in their area to be prepared 
for a safe re-entry for the people involved under 
their mandate. Chair Morgan Perigo holds monthly 
full group Zoom meetings, at which each group 
gives input on their progress and decisions are 
made as to how the groups may share the required 
work.
As of this time, the committee believes that re-entry 
by any and all users of our church building will be 
contingent on the federal, provincial, regional, and 
city health regulators, plus the view of our own 
medical team, and will occur when it is safe for all.

Morgan Perigo, Chair

You can read our Sunday sermon, weekly bulletin, 
latest news and upcoming events on our new 
website, at https://www.eastplainsunitedchurch.com 
We are also on FaceBook where you can view 
photos, and posts of recent events at the church. 
You can also send emails to Rev. Barb or contact 
our office administer both of whom are working 
from home as our building is closed for the time 
being due to COVID-19.

Messy Church Event
As we are unable to hold in-person Messy Church 
events at the church because of COVID-19, we 
invite you to view some  science experiments online!  
Google youtube.com and search “Messy Church 
does science."  A recent experiment by Dr. Dave is 
called “The Power of Money.” 
( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ljiA8ZoAiaM )
Using ordinary materials, it shows how you can 
create an electrical current using a stack of copper 
coins and some aluminum foil. Fun stuff for all ages.

Jim McMaster

COMMUNICATIONS

Church Roster: If anyone needs a current Roster 
(September, 2020) of EPUC congregants, please 
let me know.  I will provide you with a hardcopy. 
(I am retricted from emailing an electronic copy.)

Kent Burnison, Chair ( kgburnison@cogeco.ca )

As you can see, this 2020 Fall Newsletter is brief!  
Covid-19 has limited the church ministries to carry 
out their normal actvities.  Hopefully, the 2021 
Spring Newsletter will be back reflecting a better 
"normal".

Welcome to East Plains 
United Church

We consider ourselves a friendly church, open to all 
and we would very much like the opportunity to meet 

your and celebrate together in Christian Worship.

Our New Website



WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

3

 Name      Date of Death  
  Barry Pendergast 2   Sept. 17, 2019
  Edith Duesburry 1  Sept. 22, 2019
  Norman Mackereth 1 Oct.    6, 2019 
  Joan Cochrane 1  Oct.  11, 2019
  Rev. Robert Shorten 3 Dec. 14, 2019
  Helen Green 1  Dec. 21, 2019
  Bruce Rankin 2  Jan.    6, 2020
  Betty Morden 2  Feb. 22, 2020
  Alan Kirkpatrick 1  Feb. 23, 2020
  Margaret Chagnon 1  Mar.   5, 2020
  David Nettle 1  Mar. 10, 2020
  Beverley Gellatly 2  Mar. 25, 2020
  Janet Smith 1  Apr. 17, 2020
  Jean Asma 1   Apr. 30, 2020
  Audrey Lowndes 3  May. 15, 2020
  Beverly Jones 2  May. 23, 2020
  Jessie Windsor 1  Aug. 19, 2020  
  Helen Hunt 2   Aug. 27, 2020

 1 EPUC  Member    2 Adherent    3 History with EPUC

In Memoriam

Those who touch our lives
stay in our hearts forever

Unfortunately, since the corona virus continues to 
afflict us, and the church remains a construction site 
for the new Child Care Centre, the ad hoc pandemic 
committee has decided that regular church services 
cannot yet return to the sanctuary.  Services will 
continue on ZOOM at 2:00 p.m. through the month of 
September.  However, beginning on October 4 we 
will approach a little closer to normality by 
holding the Zoom services at 10:30 Sunday 
morning. That Sunday, Rev. Barbara will conduct
a ‘virtual’ Holy Communion service. 

Oct. 4, 2020

This year, our 47th Annual Arts and Craft Sale has 
had to be cancelled.  Due to  the COVID-19 
Pandemic and government regulations, we can not 
open our doors  to an event of this size.  In 2019 
we welcomed 1,100 guest and 125 volunteers.  We 
shall all miss this very special event in our church 
year.

The health and safety of everyone is what is most 
important.  Do take care and stay safe.

Pat Vollick, Chair

SUPPORT GROUP

MEAT PIES in high demand!
The Support Group’s Meat Pie team is eager to be 
back in the kitchen assembling our prized 4” beef 
Meat Pies!  Once the church's COVID 19 Re-Entry 
Committee gives clearance to start up production 
with safe protocols for our volunteers, we will do so.     
The pies will remain $3.75 each and include carrots 
and onions.  
If you wish to receive updates on production status,  
please email Gayle Burnison: 
kgburnison@cogeco.ca or call 905-632-3525 to be 
added to our list of buyers. 

OUT 4 LUNCH

The future for this popular Seniors’ Lunch program is 
on indefinite hold while the pandemic prevails.  Our 
age demographic requires us to be extremely careful 
for both our guests and volunteers alike.  Let’s all 
hope that a coronavirus vaccine will be developed in 
the next year, accessible to all so we can again meet 
our friends at St Matthews’ Church.  Meanwhile stay 
safe and enjoy our sunny days like never before!   
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FINANCE
The budget struck in January for 2020 and approved on March 1, 2020 has encountered head winds with the 
appearance of Covid-19. This resulted in a loss of all rental income, Vista Card Sales, and other Revenue 
generating events from March 15 on. To date this loss is in excess of $20,000. However, an analysis of the 
comparison of our givings from January 1, 2020 to June 30, 2020 and the same period in 2019 has shown a 
drop of 12% in 2020.

We are very grateful to all who have maintained their tithing through PAR or by depositing envelopes in the 
locked mailbox at the church. The box is cleared frequently and deposits are made by Robert Terry on a 
regular basis. It is possible that you have been away and may have missed a Sunday or two and if that is the 
case we would appreciate your offerings over the coming weeks.

The United Church of Canada has been very proactive in offering recommendations to assist congregations in 
managing their finances during this Covid period. To that end, Gayle Burnison and I have participated in over 
10 webinars with the CFO of the United Church of Canada, Erik Mathiesen. As a result of these webinars we 
have been able to apply for Federal and United Church of Canada sponsored programs including: Temporary 
Wage Subsidy (TEWS), Canadian Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS), Canadian Emergency Business 
Account (CEBA) and the United Church Pandemic Bridging Loan. Through the diligent work of Gayle Burnison 
we are moving ahead with our application for the CEWS subsidies. The Trustees spearheaded by Kent 
Burnison have led to the CEBA Loan and the United Church of Canada Loan. Both are no interest loans if 
paid back by the due dates and this we expect to be able to do. The additional funds allow us to keep up with 
most ongoing monthly financial obligations requiring “urgent” payment such as: wages, hydro, water, gas, 
telephone, internet and insurance. The funds are not to be used for example: to replace a boiler, pave a 
parking lot or build a fence.
The careful, thoughtful expenditure of the loan funds do afford us some “breathing room” to give consideration 
to other urgent expenses that can arise - for example the damaged Manitoba Maple on the north property line.

The two loans have enabled us to continue to pay all staff during this period. This decision was made by the 
board immediately following the shutdown in March and follows the actions of many other institutions. We will 
continue to meet our obligation to all our staff. In addition, working with the United Church of Canada, we are 
continuing to meet our financial obligations to the national office as well as our payments to M&S as these 
funds in particular assist many high needs groups and individuals, a local example being Wesley Centre in 
Hamilton and Halton Women’s Place. NA and AA are meeting offsite and Agape continues to meet outside 
monthly enabling East Plains to continue to assist those less fortunate in our community.

As the church continues to be closed because of Covid and Health Departments’ regulations, there are 
brighter signs with the construction. The renovations to Peart Hall, the kitchen, and the hallway outside the 
offices with the fresh paint and the new flooring has resulted in a very inviting and attractive space for future 
gatherings once Covid19 restrictions settle down. The positive vibes in the community over the development of 
the Child Care Centre gives great promise to the coming years.

I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge the Finance Committee team I have the good fortune to work with 
including: Gayle Burnison, Paul Echlin, Robert Terry, Bill Berry and David Williams. Over the past 16 months 
as chair the advice sought and received has been extremely helpful in this very unusual economic and 
pandemic time.

To keep the good work of EPUC continuing we are asking everyone to give consideration to adding to their 
givings. Whatever you feel you can do to help us to meet the daily needs of EPUC will be gratefully received 
and faithfully applied. We see EPUC shining ever brighter in the future as a valuable hub for the Aldershot 
community in particular and the Burlington community at large.

Bob Moulton, Treasurer / Finance, Chair



CHILD CARE CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
(Just some examples of a massive project)
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MAIN-LEVEL EPUC IMPROVEMENTS

Peart Hall Floor

Peart Hall to Office Painted Kitchen 
and Flooring

Church Offices
Preparation for Painting 

(Walls now a warm beige)


