
Week One 
 A Future with Hope 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord, “plans for your welfare and 
not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” — Jeremiah 29:11 

Raise a Hallelujah  
by Jonathan David Helser, Melissa Helser, Molly Skaggs, Raquel Vega  

Welcome 

Gathering 
“This little light of mine” 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God... 
What has come into being in God was life, 
and the life was the light, [the hope], of the people.” 

Prayer of Invocation 
Holy Creator you are our hope. Over all circumstances over all the other voices we turn 
to the light of peace this day. You are the hope for hopeless and so today we come 
running to you with both hands stretched out and reach out to hope. Fill the cups of our 
lives with hope and give us a tangible reminder today that hope is an unbreakable 
lifeline. Holy mystery, you know the things in our hearts that we barely dare to hope for, 
today we give them to you, we entrust them to you, because you can do more than we 
could ever guess, imagine or request in our wildest dreams. God, you are my hope and 
I trust you. Amen. 

Ubi Caritas - MV 170  

We come to worship God. 
To proclaim God’s name, for it is good! 
In doing so, we have brought - at first glance - the ordinary things of our lives to this 
space... Wood, water, the wine and the bread... 
Light, plants and people... 
at first glance, the ordinary. 
But on second thought, these things are not so ordinary. 
They speak of deeper and extraordinary things… 
… they speak of hope. Indeed, God’s very presence - the people gathered here or 
around the globe- extraordinary signs of a future with hope. 

“O-so-so”  
“Come now, O God of Peace VU 34 
 Come now O God of peace we are your people, pour out your spirit that we be 
one body 



 Come now O God of hope we are your people, pour out your spirit that we be 
one body 
 Come now O God of love we are your people, pour out your spirit that we be one 
body 
 Come now O God of hope we are your people, pour out your spirit that we be 
one body. 

Jeremiah 29: 10-14 
10 For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit 
you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For surely I 
know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 
give you a future with hope. 12 Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, 
I will hear you. 13 When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your 
heart, 14 I will let you find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather 
you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I 
will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 

Romans 8: 18-28  
18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the children of God; 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will 
be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains 
until now; 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For 
in[a] hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes[b] for 
what is seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes[c] with sighs too deep for words. 27 And God,[d] 
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit[e] 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.[f] 
28 We know that all things work together for good[g] for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. 

Luke 3:18-19 
“What is the kingdom of God like? And to what should I compare it? 19 It is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in the garden; it grew and became a tree, 
and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.” 

Reflection 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Servant Song VU 595 



We are Pilgrims on a journey, fellow travellers on the road,  
we are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load 

[we lift up prayers for peace, for all those living in the midst of conflict and war; who live 
in a nighttime of fear, may we embody the just peace this world so desperately needs] 

I will hold the Christ-light for you In the nighttime of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, Speak the peace you long to hear. 

[In this moment we lift in whispers, names of people and places in this world - prayers 
for all who suffer, who are living with fear, distress or grief, those injured or ill, hungry, 
thirsty, for those without shelter and food... I invite you to lift in whispers names and 
places now] 

I will weep when you are weeping; When you laugh, I’ll laugh with you. I will share your 
joy and sorrow Till we’ve seen this journey through. 

[we pray for this church of ours, for guidance, for discernment, that we might discover 
Your possibilities O God... for hope, for the future...] 

When we sing to God in heaven, We shall find such harmony, 
Born of all we’ve known together Of Christ’s love and agony. 

Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
Let me be as Christ to you; 
Pray that I may have the grace to 
Let you be my servant, too. 
Amen 

Hymn of Praise Your Love is Amazing MV 26 
 Your Love is Amazing 
 Steady and unchanging 
 Your love is a mountain, firm beneath my feet.  
 Your love is a mystery, how you gently lift me.  
 When I am surrounded your love carries me.  

 Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, your love makes me sing.  
 Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, your love makes me sing.  

 Your love is surprising 
 I can feel it rising, all the joy that’s growing deep inside of me. 
 Every time I see you all your goodness shines through.  
 I can feel this God song rising up in me.  

 Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, your love makes me sing.  
 Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, your love makes me sing. 



 Your Love is Amazing 
 Steady and unchanging 
 Your love is a mountain, firm beneath my feet.  
 Your love is a mystery, how you gently lift me.  
 When I am surrounded your love carries me.  

 Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, your love makes me sing.  
 Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, your love makes me sing. 

Benediction 

This week as you go out into the world  
Go in hope and faith knowing that God has  
A plan for your life a plan to sustain and support you 
Listen to the voice of the spirit as you discover  
Places that need to be touched by hope 
And blanketed in faith.  
Go now as followers of the Jesus way 
And offer abundant life to all creation. 
Amen


