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Season of Creation 3: Humankind’s Vocation 
Sermon Title:  
 
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be reflections of your word to us today, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 

 

 In the familiar story of creation, there are seven movements – having divided the waters, and already 

created creatures of the sea, . . . in the sixth movement, God brings forth creatures of the land: centipedes, 

rabbits, deer, bison and more. And then God created humans. God made humans different . . . how are we 

different? Are humans different because we are capable of complex reasoning? Is it because we can reflect 

on our own existence? Scientists continue to disprove our beliefs that we alone have these abilities; they 

continually humble us. Still, there is something different . . . is it because we are able to ask why? Perhaps . . 

. or maybe it is the degree to which we do these things that makes us different. We love to ask why . . . it can 

become a hole in which we trap ourselves with those mysteries of life that are unanswerable. Writer 

Michael Pollan says what separates humans from other creatures is the fact that we cook our food. In fact 

we are biologically adapted to this practice – our jaws are literally smaller because we don’t have to chew 

our food as much as other species.1 

 In his documentary, “Cooked,” Pollan shares a bit about the Martu, Aboriginal people of Australia. 

They are people of fire . . . their whole cultural identity is centered on fire. Their way is to burn the land – 

not acres and acres of it, but a containable area – they burn the land to revive it, to keep it healthy, and then 

they hunt lizards in the area that was burned. In the dark of night, they recline together by the fire . . . 

someone prepares the lizard for cooking while another person tends the fire and digs a hole right next to it. 

The fire tender puts the lizard in the hole with the tail sticking out the side and piles hot coals on top to 

cook the flesh. The people stay together by the fire . . . and when the food is cooked, they share it.2 

 
1 “Cooked,” Michael Pollan, Netflix 
2 ibid. 



 Humans are of a different nature from other animals . . . God made us different . . . for better or worse. 

Genesis tells us God made us in God’s own image and gave us rule over the earth. The word rule is not 

qualified. The text doesn’t tell us explicitly how God expects us to rule, leaving a lot of room for 

interpretation . . . but put in context with the rest of scripture, it is clear we are called to be caretakers . . . it 

is a privilege and a responsibility.  

 A number of years ago I read the book “Grandfather” by Tom Brown, in which Brown shares the 

wisdom he learned as a boy from his mentor and friend, Stalking Wolf, or Grandfather, a shaman from an 

Apache band that never surrendered to settlers.  

 Grandfather teaches him the difference between survival that hurts the earth and survival that helps 

the earth. For instance, when the hunter went to find a sapling to make a new bow for shooting, he first 

needed to have extreme need for it. “The search began with a period of fasting and prayer. The hunter 

would not simply go and find a solitary tree to cut down. Instead, he would search the groves of saplings 

that were in competition with each other. He knew that in their struggle for soil and sunlight many would 

die and others would be badly bruised and injured as the years passed. If left alone the forest would not be 

strong and healthy.”3 He would identify one of these young trees that would eventually be crowded out. “He 

would then ask himself if the land would be left better by removing the sapling . . . If so, then he would ask 

what kind of legacy would he leave for his children and grandchildren. Only when those questions were 

answered in a positive way would he eventually cut the sapling. Even then there must be . . . prayers of 

thanksgiving. His was the attitude of the caretaker, helping nature to grow better, stronger, and faster. He 

could do in a short period of time what would take nature years to accomplish.”4  

 Ancient caretakers of the earth did things like burning the land to keep it regenerating, prayerfully 

removing trees to keep the forest growing healthy. They had what they needed to live and stewarded the 

 
3 Brown, Tom. Grandfather. 2001. p. 64.  
4 ibid. 



health of their environment at the same time. We seem to be a long way from there . . . what does this look 

like for 21st Century humans? This is a question we need to answer. 

 For me it all comes back to prayer, observation, and seeking that wisdom that is there for us to receive. 

Like the first caretakers of the lands on which we call home, we are called to connect our prayer to action 

when asking: what do we really need? . . . what impact will our choices and actions have on the future well-

being of our environment? It all comes back to prayer. [play video] 

 


