
ST. DAVID’S UNITED CHURCH
SUNDAY September 27, 2020

Growing and Deepening our Spiritual Lives in an Affirming and Inclusive 
Community 

Series: Sacred Earth: Sacred Work 

 “Make a Ripple — Make a Difference” 
Lighting the Affirming and the Treaty 7/Metis Candles 

Introduction to worship 
Greetings my friends!  Welcome to the final week of our ‘Sacred Earth, Sacred Work‘ 

Series that celebrates the rhythm of the four paths of Creational Spirituality. 
•recognizing the inherent goodness of all creation (including our own potential for good) 

• befriending dark places and times in our lives as fodder for new life 
• exclaiming divine creativity and our role in co-creating with God 

• embodying compassion and power to bring more wholeness and justice to the world.  
The worship series incorporates these as four sections of the worship experience. 

Path I: Recognizing Inherent Goodness 
The first path invites us to celebrate! The pulse of creation is singing the goodness of 
God and God’s gift of goodness in all things. We become more aware of the beauty of 
all that is and tap into gratitude as our first task in creating more goodness in the world. 

Gathering and Welcoming 

God is good! 
All the time! 

And all the time! 
God is good! 

Indeed, we gather to ….the great love that connects us to all life!  

Expanding Our Attention 360˚ (Call to Worship) 

Gathering chant  
(adapted from a Chant written by Phil Porter) 
Gathered now in the mystery of this hour 

Gathered now as one strong body 

 1



Gathered now in the struggle and the power 
Spirit draw near 

To worship is to heighten and expand our attention to…... On this last Sunday of our 
series, we again give thanks for the sacred in all things–this time a little differently. We 
will simply sing, “Spirit, draw near” in each direction and then turn to the center for our 
litany.  Let us now welcome the gifts of the four directions, east, west, north and south 

aware of life all around us and aware that our lives are a part of the cycles and seasons 
of creation, constantly moving and growing.   

Let us turn to face the east and as we sing ‘Spirit draw near, two times we welcome and 
open our worship and our hearts to the Spirit of the east to our gathering.” 

Spirit draw near (x 2) 

Let us turn and face the South and as we sing Spirit draw near, we welcome and open 
our worship and hearts to the Spirit of the south. 

Spirit draw near (x 2) 

Let us turn and face the West and as we sing Spirit draw near, we welcome and open 
our worship and our hearts to the Spirit of the West. 

Spirit draw near (x 2) 

Let us turn and face the North and as we sing Spirit draw near, we welcome and open 
our worship and our hearts to the Spirit of the north. 

Spirit draw near (x2) 

Let us turn and face the center as the light of Christ comes into our midst. 

Leader:   Let us now celebrate and deepen our bond with God as Creator. 
All:         We are awed by the sacred wisdom of the unfolding universe. It 

surrounds us with beauty, growth, and revelation. It has brought us, 
artfully, to this moment in time. We have come to give thanks and praise. 

[Sing this line once] 
Spirit draw near 

Let us now celebrate and deepen our bond with God as Spirit. 
We are inspired by the waves of encouragement and whispers of possibilities the 
Spirit has given throughout time. It stirs our souls and moves us towards deeper 

connection to life. We have come to be moved once again. 

[Sing this line once] 
Spirit draw near 

Let us now celebrate and deepen our bond with God as Christ. 
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(Light the Christ Candle) 
As we light the Christ candle, we are heartened by the healing 
essence of Christ throughout creation. It has restored us from 

brokenness. It has brought reconciliation where we thought none was 
possible. It has restored relationship where we thought all was lost. 

We have come to be transformed. 

Let us now celebrate and deepen our bond with God as community. 
We are lifted up in the presence of our brothers and sisters. We take 

joy in a spiritual integrity we cannot create on our own. 
We have come to share the sacred love that surrounds us, the love 

that created us; the love that holds us together as one sacred family 
through the vast and eternal love of the Universal Christ. 

Gathering chant 
Gathered now in the mystery of this hour 

Gathered now as one strong body 
Gathered now in the struggle and the power 

Spirit draw near 

And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 

Praising 
We affirm this day that the universe, and all life within, around, and beyond it, is 

fundamentally a blessing, fundamentally good, and created to flourish–including us.   
God calls us to flourish with compassion, courage and gratitude.  We are called to 

mend divisions, dismantle injustice, and seek healing, wholeness peace for 
ourselves and for all the world. 

Hymn 
For the Healing of the Nations    VU #678 vs. 1, 3, 4 

For the healing of the nations, God, we pray with one accord; 
For a just and equal sharing of the things that earth affords. 
To a life of love in action help us rise and pledge our word. 

We live in sacred relationship with every other living thing. . .Can we embrace our responsibility 
to care? Now is the time, if we want a future. 

Hymn   vs. 3 & 4 
All that kills abundant living, let it from the earth be banned: 

Pride of status, race or schooling, dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice may we hallow life’s brief span. 
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You, Creator god, have written, your great name on humankind;  
For our growing in your likeness bring the life of Christ to mind; 

That, by our response and service, earth its destiny may find. 

Praying 
Connecting God, 

You who has woven us together with all of creation, 
open our eyes to see that we cannot survive in isolation 
so that we might be motivated to turn toward the other, 

and work for the wholeness of all life. 
We praise you as the healer of all hurt, the repairer of all brokenness.  

And all God’s people say,  
Amen. 

Path II: Befriending the Dark Places 
This second path recognizes with open hearts the pain that coexists with goodness and 

gratitude. We listen to the groans of the world and the Spirit helps us to grieve and to 
intercede on behalf of all those who suffer, letting go of our fear that can make things 

worse at times. 

Listening 
You are invited to settle yourselves for the depths of stillness and prayer with the 

sound of the singing bowl.  We open this with a prayer from the 4th century 
Christian Father, St. Basil. 

O God enlarge in us the sense of communion with all living things; our [siblings] the plants and 
animals. You have given them the earth as their home in common with us. We remember with 
shame how we have exercised our high dominion with ruthless cruelty. The voice of the earth, 
meant to rise to you in song, has been a groan of pain. Make us mindful that all your creatures 

live not just for us but for themselves and for you, that they may love the sweetness of life. 
Amen. 

Letting Go and Holding with Love  
(Prayers of the People interspersed with the Chant “Breathe in the Pain”) 

Breathe in the pain 
Breathe on out the love 

May my heart be the place 
Where this world is changed forever. 

I invite you to make a fist with your hands and imagine. . . more open to pray, with love, 
our prayers for all life. 

Breathe in the pain 
Breathe on out the love 

May my heart be the place 
Where this world is changed forever. [repeat] 
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Great Spirit God, we give you thanks for another day on this earth. 
We give you thanks for this day to enjoy the compassionate goodness of you, our 

Creator. 
We acknowledge with one mind our respect and gratefulness to all the sacred 

cycles of life. 
Bind us together in the circle of compassion to embrace all living creatures and 

one another. 
(source: (Gichi Manidoo, Native American/Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian Liturgies, prepared for the 

76th General Convention of the Episcopal Church, Anaheim, California, July 2009) 

Intercessory Prayer as we continue to live with  COVID-19 

O God our Healer show your compassion for the whole human family that is in turmoil 
and burdened with illness and with fear. Hear our cry, O God, 

We send out ripples of love to the whole human family. 

Come to our aid as the coronavirus spreads globally, heal those who are sick, support 
and protect their families and friends from being infected. Hear our cry, O God, 

We send out ripples of love. 

Grant us your spirit of love and self-discipline so that we may come together, working to 
control and eliminate the coronavirus. Hear our cry, O God, 

We send out ripples of love.\ 

Make us vigilant, attentive, and proactive in the eradication of all diseases, malaria, 
dengue, HIV & AIDS, and others [may be named out- loud or in silence… that create 

suffering and often result in death for many people. Hear our cry, O God, 

We send out ripples of love  

Heal our self-centeredness and indifference that makes us worry only when the virus 
threatens us, open ways beyond timidity and fear that too easily ignore our neighbor. 

Hear our cry, O God, 

We send out ripples of love 

Strengthen and encourage those in public health services and in the medical 
profession: caregivers, nurses, attendants, doctors, all who commit themselves to 

caring for the sick and their families. Hear our cry, O God, 

We send out ripples of love 

Inspire, give insight and hope to all researchers focused on developing a vaccine. 
Hear our cry, O God, 
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We send out ripples of love 

Sustain all workers and business owners who suffer loss of livelihood due to shut-downs, 
quarantines, closed borders, and other restrictions… protect and guard all those who 

must travel. Hear our cry, O God, 

We send out ripples of love. 

Guide the leaders of the nations to speak the truth, halt the spread of misinformation and 
act with justice so that all your family may know healing. Hear our cry, O God, 

We send out ripples of love. 

Heal our world, heal our bodies, strengthen our hearts and our minds, and during turmoil, 
give us hope and peace. Hear our cry, O God, 

We send out ripples of love. 

Hold in your gentle embrace all who have died and who will die this day. Comfort their 
loved ones in their despair. Hear our cry, O God, 

We send out ripples of love. 

Remember all your family, the entire human race, and all your creation, in your love. 

Breathe in the pain 
Breathe on out the love 

May my heart be the place 
Where this world is changed forever. [repeat] 

We bring to minds and hearts our church community, family and friends for whom we 
are concerned and for whom we love.  We say out loud in our worship spaces or silently 

in our hearts the names of those that need much love, healing, hope and calm during 
these days. . . .We bring to mind ourselves, our feelings. . . but are felt in the depths of 

our hearts… 

Breathe in the pain 
Breathe on out the love 

May my heart be the place 
Where this world is changed forever. [repeat] 

Each week we say a different version of the prayer Jesus taught. This week we 
encounter the prayer as translated by Dominican nuns in Kansas. We will pray, 

alternating sides. 

 6



Our Father 
Our Mother 

Who art in heaven 
Who are in all the earth 
Hallowed be thy name 

Holy is your truth 
Thy kingdom come 

May your wisdom come 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven 

Your circle be one uniting heaven and earth 
Give us this day our daily bread 

Give us today a nurturing spirit 
And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us 
Heal through us as we ourselves are healed 

Lead us not into temptation 
Lead us into Fullness of life 

But deliver us from evil 
And liberate all that is good 

For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory 
For the Wisdom, Presence and the Goodness are Yours 

Now and forever Amen. 

Path III: Exclaiming the Divine Creative 
This third path creates space to explore how God is working in and through us and all of 

the universe to renew each day every direction. Each moment offers opportunity to 
express our God-gifted creativity. We hear messages–ancient and new–that express 
and affirm the Divine at work and encourage us in our creative collaboration with the 

Divine. 

Bringing Words to Life 
Every individual undertaking, every individual thought, word, or action which leads to the 

transformation of the Self and to the lifting of any other being, is of extraordinary 
importance. It is not necessary to move mountains to move mountains. It is necessary 
only to move pebbles. We must become People of the Pebbles. We must do our work 

on a person-to-person basis. Then we shall move mountains. Then the mightiest 
obstacles shall crumble, and the way shall be made clear. 

- Neale Donald Walsch 

1 John 4: 7-21 

Please read the words in bold as they come along: 
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Dear friends, let’s love each other, because love is from God, and everyone who loves 
is born from God and knows God. The person who does not love does not know God, 

because God is love. This is how the love of God is revealed to us: God has sent God’s 
only Son into the world so that we can live through him… 

Dear friends, if God loved us this way, we also ought to love each other. No one has 
ever seen God. If we love each other, God remains in us and God’s love is made 
perfect in us. This is how we know we remain in God, and God remains in us, 

because God has given us a measure of the Spirit. We have seen and testify that God 
has sent the Son to be the savior of the world. If any of us confess that Jesus is God’s 
Son, God remains in us, and we remain in God. We have known and have believed 

the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who remain in love remain in God, and God remains in them. 
This is how love has been perfected in us, so that we can have confidence… because 
we are exactly the same as God is in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect 
love drives out fear.  We love because God first loved us. If anyone says, “I love 
God,” and hates a sibling, they are a liar, because the person who does not love a 

sibling who can be seen can’t love God, who can’t be seen. This commandment we 
have from him: Those who claim to love God ought to love their siblings also. 

This is a Word of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

All creation is a word of God. 
All creation speaks volumes of God. 

Sermonizing, “Make a Ripple make a Difference” 

Hymn 
Love Knocks and Waits              MV #94 
Love knocks and waits for us to hear,                                                                                                                                                     

to open and invite;                                                                                                                                                                           
Love longs to quiet every fear,                                                                                                                                                     
and seeks to set things right. 

Love offers life, in spite of foes                                                                                                                                                                
who threaten and condemn;                                                                                                                                                  

embracing enemies,                                                                                                                                                                 
Love goes the second mile with them. 

Love comes to heal the broken heart,                                                                                                                                          
to ease the troubled mind;                                                                                                                                                  

without a word loves bids us start                                                                                                                                                
to ask and seek and find. 
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Love knocks and enters at the sound                                                                                                                                   
of welcome from within;                                                                                                                                                    

Love sings and dances all around,                                                                                                                                                   
and feels new life begin 

Path IV: Embodying Compassion and Power 
The fourth path will lead us out. We pray for movement within our own hearts to embody 

peace and passion–compassion and power–on behalf of spreading goodness 
throughout the week. We are not at the mercy of “the way it is,” we can claim our 

agency to be fully present and fully active in the world into which we now go. 

Making Something New  
As Brent plays, I invite each of you to write on one side of a piece of paper what you do 
to fill your hearts, and on the other side, what ripples do you send out into the world? 

  
Offering 

I have asked people to include in their worship space a special collection or offering 
dish.  Each Sunday during the series I invite people to put something in that offering 

dish.  We are now at the end of our series, so I am going to invite people to send 
whatever they have collected during the series to St. David’s in whatever format 

works for you and if you please may place a note or indicate in some fashion that 
this was your offering and an expression of your “Sacred Work” on this “Sacred 

Earth.”   Thanks for your generosity.  Let us pray….. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Gracious God: Grant that the people of the world may have in them the same mind that 
was in Christ Jesus, and guide us into harmony of relationship through loving-kindness 

and the wise use of all that you have given; for you are drawing all things into 
communion with you and with each other by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Holding On 
I invite people to find opportunities this week to hold onto our connection to each other 

and compassion for the world. 

Go for It!  
Spiritual practice:  It is through the work of spiritual practice that we move beyond fear 

into compassion and discover our deep and true selves. Engaging in spiritual practices–
whether that looks typically religious (like praying) or not (like walking) have 

intentionality in common. They draw us closer to the Creator and who we were created 
to be–free and compassionate beings. This week engage in one spiritual practice that 

sees sending out ripples of love and compassion. 
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Benediction and sending out 

Benediction Song  VU #884 
“You Shall Go Out with Joy” 

You shall go out with joy  
And be led forth with peace. 

The mountains and the hills will break forth before you.  
There'll be shouts of joy  

And the trees of the fields  
will clap, will clap their hands.  

And the trees of the fields will clap their hands,  
the trees of the fields will clap their hands,  
the trees of the fields will clap their hands,  

While you go out with joy.
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