
The Revived Life in Christ or Victorious Living in Christ Sept. 27, 20 

1 Thess. 1: 1-4 

As Paul always does he begins with praying for grace and peace for these called out 
ones!  Why?  Well, to put it bluntly with out God’s grace (God working in you, 
through you and for you) there can be no victorious life in Christ!  And further there 
can be no peace! 

Grace is the work of God in us to do for us, in us and through us the things that are 
beyond us and only possible because of the supernatural God we allow to have 
access in our lives! 

Peace only comes as we allow God’s grace to have control and we follow the Holy 
Spirit in our daily lives!  We don’t have to know every thing that is ahead, we don’t 
have to decide what is good or bad – right or wrong – all we have to do is follow and 
God will calm our fears and bless our lives with His amazing power and glory! 

• In verse two Paul reveals that the victorious life in Christ is a shared life!  
Paul is speaking of those who he has had the privilege to serve and teach the 
truths of Christ!  Paul is revealing that in order to live victoriously a believer 
must share life with others and give of himself/herself by grace to share 
peace! 
Note that without a shared life there can be no victory! 

• Paul also reveals that this life is a real life and not some fantasy where 
everything is easy and without cost because it isn’t! 
Paul speaks of three things that were real in the Thessalonian Christ 
follower's life! 
a. Work of faith = better - labor of faith.  Faith is sometimes a labor to keep 

living out truth in the midst of circumstances!  Faith is a grace gift, but in 
receiving that gift there is still effort required to stay in present tense 
faith! 

b. Labor of love!  Better the toil of love!  This is not speaking of the emotion 
of love but the agape kind of love that is a choice of the will and requires 
to keep on choosing to seek out what is best for the ones being loved! 

c. Patience of hope!  This is speaking of enduring hope that overcomes the 
darkness of the world, the lie of Satan, the draw of the flesh and the for 
the promises of God! 

It is not enough to be a believer in your heart only!  That can’t be!  To be a believer 
on must be fully engulfed by the Spirit in all of life!  Note: it does not happen at one 
swoop of the Spirit but over time and in His timing we grow to be like Jesus day by 
day! 

Verse four makes things real about to whom Paul is writing.  He says that he knows 
them!  He has had evidence through experience to know that they are: 



a.  Beloved!  This is speaking of God’s love!   God has done everything to bring them 
into the family of God through the shed blood of Jesus!  

Romans 5:8  John 3:16   

God did everything to draw you to Himself because of His great love for us! 

b.  Chosen of God!  I won’t get into the weeds about election! But just know that 
Romans 8:29  

So how do I know that I am chosen? 

a. Are you drawn to God? John 6:44 (NKJV)  
44  No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I 
will raise him up at the last day. 

b. Do you have a desire for God? Psalm 42:1 (NKJV)  
1  As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, O God.  

c. Do you have a desire for His word? 1 Peter 2:2 (NKJV)  
2  as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow 
thereby, 

d. Do you want to be like Jesus? 

This life that Paul is sharing and showing how to live is for those who are disciples of 

Jesus 

Disciple = a fully devoted, growing, sharing, Christ follower that looks like Jesus, loves 

like Jesus and lives out the Christ life daily! 

Discussion: 

1. Why is it so important to live a shared life as a believer in Christ? 

2. Why do you think Paul used the words he did to describe how the Thessalonian 

church lived – Labor – work – endurance? 

3. What does it mean to be “Beloved”? 

4. Why should being chosen by God give us comfort? 

 


