
 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, October 4, 2020 
 
My favorite color is October! 
 
Today we gather amidst the fresh, cooler air of Autumn and begin the month of October. The Gospel 
lesson today is another parable from Jesus where a vineyard owner sends his son to work and he is 
killed. Does that sound familiar? God sent His Son, Jesus, into the vineyard of our world, and we had 
him killed.  
 
However, that is not the end of the story!! That's what the word "Gospel" means--Good News! The 
Good News for us is Jesus defeated death and now is with us in Spirit as we continue through the 
Pentecost season. Jesus often uses the parable technique to teach the disciples back then, and for us 
today. I will focus the message today on this season of Autumn and Paul's letter in Philippians "This 
one thing I do, forgetting what lies behind, and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
toward the goal of the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus."   
 
God be with you until we meet again! 
 
Pastor Doug Givan 
 

 
 

Introduction 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the 
prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured 
out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at 
baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know 
the power of his resurrection.   
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 Prelude 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep 
your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us 
again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has 
made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen. 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to 
know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Word 

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 
 

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In this song 
Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought 
forth “wild grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected. 
  

1 Let me sing for my beloved 
  my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
 My beloved had a vineyard 
  on a very fertile hill. 
 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
  and planted it with choice vines; 
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
 he expected it to yield grapes, 
  but it yielded wild grapes. 
 
 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
  and people of Judah, 
 judge between me 
  and my vineyard. 
 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard 
  that I have not done in it? 
 When I expected it to yield grapes, 
  why did it yield wild grapes? 
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 5 And now I will tell you 
  what I will do to my vineyard. 
 I will remove its hedge, 
  and it shall be devoured; 
 I will break down its wall, 
  and it shall be trampled down. 
 6 I will make it a waste; 
  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
 I will also command the clouds 
  that they rain no rain upon it. 
 
 7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
  is the house of Israel, 
 and the people of Judah 
  are his pleasant planting; 
 he expected justice, 
  but saw bloodshed; 
 righteousness, 
  but heard a cry! 

 

Psalm: Psalm 80:7-15 
 

Look down from heaven, O God; behold and tend this vine. (Ps. 80:14, 15) 
  

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; 
  you cast out the nations and planted it. 
 9 You cleared the ground for it; 
  it took root and filled the land. 
 10 The mountains were covered by its shadow 
  and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.  
 11 You stretched out its tendrils to the sea 
  and its branches to the river. 
 12 Why have you broken down its wall, 
  so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
 13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, 
  and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
 14 Turn now, O God of hosts, 
  look down from heaven; 
 15 behold and tend this vine; 
  preserve what your right hand has planted.  
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Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14 
 

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the right 
relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him 
to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ. 
 

[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on 
the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. 
  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than 
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may 
gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 
but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to 
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him 
in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it 
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Beloved, I do not consider that I have made 
it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46 
 

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, ironically, 
bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 
 

[Jesus said to the people:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to 
tenants and went to another country. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 
tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and 
stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same 
way. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 
39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches 
to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the 
harvest time.” 
  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, 
  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 
produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it 
will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet. 
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Sermon 
 
My favorite color is October! 
 

The picture is of a grove of colorful fall trees reflection on  a lake on a sunny day. An absolutely 
gorgeous scene and one of my favorites during this lovely time of year. The title to this picture (from 
Facebook) says: "My favorite color is October!" 
 

I know you join me in celebrating this wonderful time of year as "the show" begins. "The Show" is a 
title I give this time of year as the trees change colors and the view is gorgeous. As you all know from 
8th grade science class due to the changes in length of daylight and changes in temperature the 
leaves stop their food making process. The chlorophyll breaks down, the green color disappears, and 
the yellow to orange colors become visible and give leaves part of their fall splendor.  
 

The colors of God's rainbow of trees can show us important aspects of the spiritual life. For example: 
 

Green-represents Growth and reminds us we are all called to grow in God's love and sharing with 
others. 
 

Blue sky or blue ocean-a wonderful example of the expanse, unending depth and breadth of God's 
love. 
 

Red-is the passion of God's love. We are "red hot" in love with God and see that permeate all of our 
life. 
 

Orange-The fire that burns within. What is our calling in the world? Look for the orange heat of love 
in your calling to serve the Lord.  
 

Yellow-the Light that shines out of us for all the world to see....your own personal, private color 
wheel, if nothing else, if we could just simply bring color to God's world that would be tremendous.  
 

We must admit, even the darkest days are made brighter when a light shines upon us, from a friend, 
family member or co-worker. In Genesis God says that when a rainbow appears, it is God reminding 
us of the covenant/promise to be in our lives during the darker times and the lighter times. 
 

Paul gives evidence to this kind of living for God and adding color to life in Philippians today. Paul 
wrote " I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord." He goes on to say "he regards everything as rubbish in order that he may gain Christ." When 
we gain Christ we gain love, grace and hope is born anew.  
 

It is like inheriting a rainbow, because Jesus is the living embodiment of God. It's the Gospel, meaning 
Good News" and it's for all of God's people no matter what color skin someone has. God's love is for 
all. Paul wants to "know Christ" (vs. 10) and the power of the resurrection of Jesus. That is 
harnessing some incredible power when we open the doors of our hearts to receive. 
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Jesus uses a parable to teach what this Good News is like: like a vineyard owner who (eventually) 
sent his son to work, but they captured his son and had him killed. That was the same for us on 
earth...the "owner" of the Vineyard, the "earth" sent His Son to work, teach, heal, lead, and honor but 
we had him killed over 2000 years ago.  
 

When the "light" goes out on our world, say like when we face a Coronavirus, we must become the 
lights to shine out, the fire burning in us lights others with great joy. Paul goes on to share a great 
model for living the colorful life: "Beloved, I don't consider that I made it my own, but one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead. I press on (vs. 14) toward the 
goal of the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus!"  
 

What a great calling for us this fall, as so many of us want 2020 to be over with! We "forget" what 
lies behind, and press forward (what does this mean) toward the goal of that great heavenly call of 
God in Christ!!  
 

With this news, then, we can shine our lights, light our fires, grow in God's word, and have a 
passionate way of serving the Lord with this passion. 
 

And then, perhaps, we can follow what the leaves teach us beyond how chlorophyll works. Leaves 
teach us it's okay to let go. It's okay to let go and that our favorite color, indeed, can be October! 
 

Grace and Peace,  
Pr. Doug Givan 

 
 

    
Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh the church with your 
life, that we may bear fruit through work and service. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those whose hands bring the 
fruits of the earth to the tables of all who hunger. May we be inspired by your servants who cared 
deeply for your creation (especially Francis of Assisi, whom we commemorate today). Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of others. Grant that world 
leaders (especially) seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good and welfare of all people. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence, heal our pain and 
suffering, and equip us to embrace all bodies aching for wholeness of mind, body, and soul. We call 
to mind those who are struggling today (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek employment. Give hope and a future 
to those who lack meaningful work, those who have been marginalized or abused in the workplace, 
and those who desire new opportunities. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard (especially Theodor Fliedner, 
renewer of society). May our chorus join theirs until our labor is complete. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

 
Peace 

Sharing of the Peace - “Namaste” 
 

 
 

Offering Prayer 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to 
set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
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Holy Communion 
(Please wait to partake of the elements until the Invitation to Communion after the Lord’s Prayer) 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your 
glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your 
holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, saying: 
 

“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Joined together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer that Jesus taught: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Invitation to Communion 
Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 

 
 

Prayer after Communion 
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the 
body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard 
to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ 
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

Blessing 
Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
Amen. 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Postlude 
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Families on the Prayer List 
Mrs. Martha Larson 

Mr. and Mrs. Brad Long (Mary Lee) 
Ms. MJ Lynch 

 Mr. and Mrs. Justin Martin (Kelsey) and Madalyn 

Additional Prayers for Recent, Current, or Upcoming Medical Care: 
David Tryon, son of Mary 

 
Those with Ongoing Special Need of Prayer: 

Jerid Edwards, great nephew of MJ Lynch 
Ruth Tingle  

 
Remember to Pray for Nursing Home Residents and Shut-Ins: 

Lynn Bigelow Alton Dahl Thelma Jones Penny Kalk               Martha Larson
Norma Petraits David Royer          David Schmalz The Harrison  

 
Remember to Pray for those Serving in our Armed Forces: 

Michael Joseph Jerry Shake 
 
 
 

Calendar 
 

● Sunday, October 4 Indoor Worship 9am 
● Sunday, October 4  Zoom Holy Communion and Adult Faith Formation 7pm 
● Monday, October 5 Zoom Staff Meeting 10am 
● Tuesday, October 6 Zoom Friendship Bible Study 7pm 
● Wednesday October 7 Laundry & Friends 4:30-6:30pm 
● Thursday October 8 2-4pm Food Distribution at Wheeler Elementary  
● Sunday, October 11 Worship 9am 
● Sunday, October 11  Zoom Holy Communion and Adult Faith Formation 7pm 
● Monday, October 12 Zoom Staff Meeting 10am 
● Wednesday October 15 Zoom Council Meeting 6pm 
● Wednesday, October 15 Newsletter Items Due to Kelli Steurer 

 
Announcements  

 
Remember: 

● While the weather permits, we will have outdoor services each Sunday at 9am. 
● Laundry and Friends are seeking volunteers. Please call MaryLee. 
● Reach out if you are interested in the digital service on DVD. 
● Prayer Chain requests now go to Joyce Yockey. 
● The Storehouse continues to accept donations. 
● Rotary Club is collecting books for prisoners - see Phil and your email for more info! 
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FBS HALLOWEEN FUN! 
Once again, we will have a drive through event for our special friends, on 
Tuesday, October 27, 6-6:30. Please join us! We need volunteers to form a 
line on our sidewalk in front of the church and as our friends drive through we 
will fill their treat bags with goodies. It’s a drive through Trick or Treat.  
 
Can you help us? Please provide treats for 16 friends and show up to hand 
them out. Costumes are optional. And bring a sign to wave at them if you 
would like.  
 
Masks (for Covid) are required, and we will maintain proper social distancing. This will make it a safe 
event for all! Pretty simple volunteer gig, right?  
 
Also, just want to let you know that we will begin our 23 rd season with FBS on Zoom. We want to 
stay connected with our friends, and this is the best way for now. Please contact Suzy Henschen or 
Paula Cardoza-Jones with any questions. And thank you for your help! 

 
Staying Connected to Your Community 

On September 24, the IK Synod hosted an event titled Staying Connected to Your Community During 
Changing Times. Joy and Heidi shared lots of good information and many great ideas. For those of 
you who were unable to attend, the information attached should be helpful to you. You will find two 
resources: 
  

● Caring for Neighbors From a Distance 
● Eight Ways to Make a Difference - Without 

Leaving Your Home 
  
You are also receiving a flyer for the follow-up event on October 15 at 6:30 p.m. -- Increase Your 
Impact Through Collaboration. The Zoom link and call in information for this event is below. Nancy 
Nyland has also let us know that following this presentation, at 7:30 p.m., you will have the option to 
remain in the Zoom meeting and go into breakout rooms for discussion with colleagues. 
  
Here’s the Zoom information: 

● Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5891741600?pwd=aUpyWDlIdVZXa0VTNEk1VDFuclRvUT09 

○ Meeting ID: 589 174 1600 
○ Passcode: 246531 

● One tap mobile 
○ +13126266799,,5891741600# US (Chicago) 

● Dial by your location 
○ +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
○ Meeting ID: 589 174 1600 

● Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kAhYkRriv 
  
Please reach out if you have any questions! 
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God’s Work, Our Hands 
 

 
 
We applied for and received a $2,000 grant from the IK Synod to do something good for our 
community. The timing is perfect for “God’s Work, Our Hands” the project that Pastor Doug 
mentioned at worship September 13th. We have chosen to do a food distribution at Wheeler 
Elementary School.  
 
On Thursday, October 8, 2-4pm, we will be at Wheeler, outside on their playground, to offer food to 
families in need. That date was chosen in order to provide food during the fall break, which is the 
following week. We know that often kids do not have enough food when school is not in session. 
Wheeler has about a 77% free and reduced lunch population, so we know the need is great. And we 
are happy to help!  
 
And all of us can participate. Our goal is to be able to match that grant and do twice as much! Can 
you help? If so, please make a donation either through: 

● Tithe.ly 
● Putting it in the offering on Sunday, if you are worshipping in person 
● By mailing a check to the church.  

 
In order to do the shopping, we need your contribution by September 29th . Additionally, you can 
be a volunteer that day. In order to stay safe from the virus, everyone will be required to wear a 
mask, gloves will be used and the event is outside. We hope you can help us! If you are able to 
volunteer that day, please contact Karen Hill, the chairperson of the project.  
 

Be a part of God’s Work, Our Hands and help the families at Wheeler! 
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