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Nominating Committee Report 
2020 

The nominating committee met on September 1, 2020, to discern candidates to 
recommend to the membership to serve on our Board of Elders.  Currently the board 
consists of: 

Janet Kirby (Term 1, year 1) 
Marian Petkau (Term 1, year 1) 
Brendan Pauls (Term 1, year 2) 
Matt Moorehouse (Term 2, year 1) 
Clint Kilback (Term 1, year 2) 
Craig Merkl (Term 2, year 2) 
Kevin Fierbach (Term 3, year 1) 

Noel Erhardt (Term 3, year 2) 
Keith Whitaker (ex officio member) 

The current Board of Elders set the number of elders at 8 people and directed the 
Nominating Committee to search for at least one candidate that has the ability and 
willingness to serve in an executive position. 

Based on the 2-year terms set by our church bylaws and the maximum of 3 consecutive 
terms there were 4 open spots on the board in order to make up 8 people.  After prayer 
and discernment, the Nominating Committee would like to recommend the following 
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members to serve on the board. 
 
 Brendan Pauls 

Clint Kilback 
Craig Merkl 
Michael Saufferer 

 
The Nominating Committee would like to note to the membership that one of the people 
we are recommending to serve on the Board of Elders was a membership-elected 
Nominating Committee member, namely Michael Saufferer.  When Michael’s potential 
nomination came to the committee’s attention Michael removed himself from the meeting 
so further prayer, discernment and a final decision could be made without him.   
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank the Nominating Committee for their diligence and 
prayer in going through this process.  I would also like to thank the Board of Elders for their 
service and prayer to our church family.  Of special note, I would like to thank Noel Erhardt 
as he completes the second year of his 3rd term on the Board.  Noel, you have led with 
great integrity and faith.  We see Jesus in you.  Thank you.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Keith Whitaker on behalf of the Nominating Committee, 
Michael Saufferer, Marian Petkau, Adam Southgate, and Noel Erhardt 
 
  

  
 



 
 
Nominee Biographies  
 
Brendan Pauls  
I was born in 100 Mile House, BC. I learned early from my parents the importance of being 
active in the church, often through music, visiting care homes, or teaching Sunday school. 
When I was in elementary school my parents served in missions roles in Africa for one year, and 
as camp directors at Gardom Lake Bible Camp for three years. Gardom Lake ended up being an 
important place in my life  - God taught me much there through many summers of work, I was 
baptized in the lake at age 16, and met my wife Krista there when I was 17 (we also got married 
on the  beach four years later!).  
 
After getting married, Krista and I attended university together in Kamloops, followed by two 
years of studying in Sweden where I completed my degree in Geography / Geomatics. We 
moved to Vancouver in 2008 where Krista finished her teaching degree at UBC and I began my 
career as a consultant, working for Urban Systems.  
 
In 2013 we moved to Kelowna to continue our careers and stay closer to family. We have two 
pretty awesome kids, Lauren (8), and Bryce (6), and we have been thrilled to see them grow up 
in MCA Church, surrounded by such loving people. Krista and I both feel called by God to be 
rooted at MCA, and we are encouraged by how we see God at work here. We believe there is 
strength in following Jesus together as a community, and that we weren't meant to walk alone. 
We have so been blessed by this church and we would be honoured to serve this community, as 
we seek to follow Jesus together.	 
 
Clint Kilback  
My name is Clint Kilback. My wife Jennifer and I have been attending MCA for 22 years.  We 
have two teenage daughters, Cassie and Dani who have grown up in the church. I have been 
involved in various ministries over the years including small groups, Alpha, Youth and Worship. 
In addition to the past two years, I also served on the Board for 5 1/2 years from 2013-2017 
with terms as both secretary and treasurer. I am currently involved in the Worship ministry as a 
sound tech (20 years!) and am an active participant in the Empower discipleship Group. My 
family and I have always considered MCA to be our extended family, and I have a heart to be 
involved in any way I can. I see MCA as entering an exciting time of growth, progress and unity. 
I believe we are just scratching the surface in our potential to be a light for Jesus in the 
community.  
 
 
 



Craig Merkl 
Agnes and I started attending Kelowna Alliance Church in 1997. We chose to commit to 
membership at Kelowna Alliance Church in February 2000.  Throughout these years we have 
enjoyed the fellowship of this local body of Christ, and have valued KAC-MCAC as a place to 
raise our family (our 2 girls:  Annette & Stephanie) and grow together in our faith in Christ. 
 
We have enjoyed participating at KAC-MCAC according to our giftings. Back as far as Sept 1999 
we were both involved in the initial Alpha groups at KAC and were involved for years with the 
Evangelism Committee. Back in the day of adult Sunday school, I enjoyed a leadership teaching 
role at that time. Agnes has volunteered consistently in Sunday school.   
 
I have served KAC-MCAC as a member of the Board three previous times. My first time on KAC-
MCAC Board was Feb 2001 until Feb 2005. Then the second time on KAC-MCAC Board from Feb 
2007 until Oct 2013.  The third time serving on the MCAC board of Elders started Nov 2016 until 
present. While on the Board, I served various times as Board secretary, Nominating Committee 
Member, and more.    
 
Many of you know me as the "Coffee Guy."  Those who know me, know I have loved serving 
coffee/tea/hot chocolate to our people of MCAC since 2009. Since October 2012, I have 
managed the MCAC Solid Grounds coffee bar (Connections Cafe). Doing that provides ample 
opportunity for our team to welcome and connect with most folks attending MCAC. I also really 
enjoy serving MCAC at Adult fellowships, Care Teas, Memorials, and other events.   
 
I look forward to serving our Lord Jesus Christ in this next season of Mission Creek Alliance 
Church, in whatever capacity He calls me, and especially as a returning member of the MCAC 
Board.   
 
 
Michael Saufferer 
Mission Creek Alliance church has been our church family for 16 years.  “It takes a 
village/community to raise a child” is the well known phrase, and we are grateful for many of 
you who have built into our family throughout those years, and in return allowed us to be a 
part of yours.  Being nominated to serve as a member of the board is an honor and I look 
forward to working with the board and pastoral team again in this capacity.    
 
 
 
 


