
 

 
Week 3: Small Things With Great Love      To be studied in response to September 27, 2020 
Luke 11:25-37, 2 Corinthians 2:14-16 

Begin with Prayer 
Invite the Holy Spirit to guide your time. Include time for silence, and a brief psalm excerpt or prayer. 

Reconnecting and Debriefing 
Take a moment to check in with one another (2 minutes each). 
1. If green is “Great!”, yellow is “Worrying”, and red is “Emergency,” how would you colour your past week 

physically, emotionally, and spiritually? 
2. What is one of the nicest things someone has done for you in the last six months?  

Introduction 
Whether we gather in person or online, our goal remains the same: to be a people apprenticed to the life 
of Jesus. His life and teaching is our example and our source of truth. Remember the commitments we 
make to each other to foster safety and freedom as we pursue spiritual growth together:  
• Whenever possible, please listen to the sermon prior to gathering (Sunday or online). 
• While we are meeting (even online), commit to focussing rather than multitasking. Be all here. 
• Give every person an equal opportunity to share, even if it takes time to form or finish their thoughts.  
• Be respectful and non-judgmental. 
• Honour sharing boundaries (only what you have permission to share, no gossip) and guard confidentiality 

(what we share here stays here). 
• Don’t try to fix, problem-solve or rescue; keep pointing one another to the truths of the gospel for our lives.  

Listening to God’s Word 
Read the following together: One of the characteristics of a world experiencing separation from 
God’s presence is the tendency of people to want to curve inward on themselves. Fear of being 
rejected or taken advantage of, wounding from that experience, and the need to protect 
ourselves from others means we are choosy about who we spend time with, and even more, who 
we are willing to help. The health risks of the pandemic only elevate our fears and concerns. But 
how might the gospel change our perspective? What if the pandemic could call out compassion 
and mercy from God’s people? This week’s study will call us to discern the ways that doing 
small things with great love might impact our neighbours in these fearful days.  

Luke 11:25-37 in Context: Among the gospel writers, Luke reflects a unique concern for the 
marginalized. He repeatedly highlights the way that the coming of the Messiah and his kingdom 
brings benefit to the poor, the oppressed, the excluded, and the untouchables of society. Like our 
own culture, ancient Near-Eastern culture was infused with prejudices between people groups. 
Apart from the Roman oppressors, no group was more hated by Jews than the Samaritans, who  
had diverged from Jewish religious tradition and teaching hundreds of years before. If anyone 
was outside of God’s will, it was the Samaritans. Jesus used these hated outsiders to confront his 
opponents’ desire to “split hairs” on their moral obligations, posing a powerful question: “To 
whom are you a neighbour?” This week’s study calls us to discern how we can become people 
for whom compassion and mercy for our neighbours are a way of life. 



Read Luke 11:25-37, with this question in mind: Who or what do you relate to in this story, and 
why?  After you collect your thoughts, begin your conversation. 
• Who or what do you relate to in this story, and why?  
• What detail or plot development should surprise you in this story? 
• What are some ways we ask the same question, “Who is my neighbour”? What is behind that question? 
• What kind of characters might Jesus have used today if he was telling this story for your benefit? 
• What does your reaction to this story tell you about yourself? 
• What do you think drives the behaviour of each of the characters in this story?  
• How does this story reframe the question of what it means to be a neighbour? 
• Who are some of the neighbours “on the way” in your life, and what are their needs? 
• What do you learn about God (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) from Jesus’ parable? 
• What longing, desire or conviction does this Scripture awaken in you?  
• How is the Holy Spirit asking you to care for others this fall? What would help you to follow through? 
• How is this Life Group going to support each another in discerning and acting on the Spirit’s 

prompting in the coming weeks?  

Practicing the Way of Jesus: Caring for Others 
This week, set aside 30 minutes, alone, with your spouse, or with your Apprentice Group, to set out a path for caring 
for others. Consider the following: 
• Spend 5 minutes praying quietly, inviting the Holy Spirit to inspire creativity and wisdom. 
• Prayerfully read 2 Corinthians 2:14-16. With this Scripture in mind, journal, pray, or talk through the 

following questions: 
• What are some of the places you frequent in a typical week (work, school, mall, grocery store, playground, etc.)? 

Who are the neighbours God puts you in contact with there?  
• What needs or concerns are those people carrying that you’re aware of?  
• What holds you back from helping to meet those needs?  
• How could you spread the life-giving aroma of Christ in those places you frequent? 
• Who could you invite to share in the joy of doing small things with great love?  
• Make a decision to try one new initiative this fall that will help you practice the compassion of Christ. 

Caring for One Another  
• Are there any challenges you anticipate in doing this practice? What help do you need? 
• Do you or your family have a need that the Life Group can help meet? 

Using the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) as a guide, based on what you’ve shared together, 
spend time listening to God and praying for one another. 

WORSHIP 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Express your praise for your heavenly Father’s work in your lives. 

PETITION 
Your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

Invite God to be King in all areas of your life, including practical 
needs, people far from God, the church’s mission and leadership. 

CONFESSION 
And forgive us our debts,  

as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

Repent of sin, express forgiveness for broken relationships, and ask 
for God’s help in bringing reconciliation wherever it is needed. 

ENGAGEMENT 
Lead us not into temptation; deliver us from the evil one. 

Ask God to lead, protect and heal you wherever it is needed. Give 
time to listen and respond to the Spirit’s voice. 

WORSHIP 
For yours is the kingdom,the power and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

Close by praising God for who he is, and for anticipated 
opportunities and answers to prayer. 


