
 A Future with Hope 
Week Two - The Opening 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord, “plans for your welfare and 
not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” — Jeremiah 29:11 

Raise a Hallelujah  
by Jonathan David Helser, Melissa Helser, Molly Skaggs, Raquel Vega  

Welcome 
And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, 
perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. — 1 Corinthians 15:37 

Gathering 
“This little light of mine” 

You, LORD, keep my lamp burning; my God turns my darkness into light. 

Orange shirt Day  

Prayer 
Open us, O God... 
... to Your possibilities 
... to Your Word 
... to Your surprises ... to Your love 
... to Your grace 
... to Your Spirit. 
Open our heart this day O God. 
Amen. 

Hymn “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You (2x) 

To see You high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy, holy, holy 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 



To see You high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy, holy, holy 

Holy, holy, holy…. 

“Taken, blessed, broken, given... may we grow into being this for the world” We pray for 
a world of peace and for people to be more sincere.” “Heal our world, heal all people 
that we may grown in love and hope. 

“Teach us today to love each other as you love us and teach us to listen to your words 
among us. Help us to act in a way that will bring new hope to this world.” 
“Let there be grace and gracious hearts.” 
May we be open to hearing and seeing the presence of the Holy Spirit and respond to 
God’s world in Love. 
I pray for a rebirth “O Sower of Seeds, bring new life in this new day. O Spirit of God, 
breathe new life into all the world!” 

“I pray in hope that we will be may engaged in life and ministry that will touch hearts and 
transform lives.” 
“Holy God, we cry out with everything within us for a future with hope. Bless us with 
your abundant grace and wisdom as we live our way forward.” 
“Holy, holy, holy, I want to see you.” 

Please pray with me.  
Generous God, 
Sower of Seeds in the New Earth, 
by your grace, our eyes glimpse new horizons and we are opened to your 
possibilities: where the oppressed know liberation, 
where the saddened know happiness, 
and where this broken world knows unity. 
May your love blaze in our hearts, like a flame that continues to burn, until it 
finally reaches its goal. 
May we step out in hope, 
may our arms work for peace, 
may our lips lovingly speak a litany of passion for life. 

Holy God, You are the seed that will grow a new sprout; You’re a star that will shine in 
the night; You are the yeast and a small grain of salt, A beacon to glow in the dark. 
You are the dawn that will bring a new day; You’re the wheat that will bear golden grain; 
You are a sting and a soft, gentle touch, My witnesses where’re you go. 
Amen. 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 



 And so, brothers and sisters,[a] I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather 
as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you 
were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, 3 for you are still of the 
flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the 
flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? 4 For when one says, “I belong to 
Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human? 
5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as 
the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So 
neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives 
the growth. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, 
and each will receive wages according to the labor of each. 9 For we are God’s 
servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

Mark 4: 26-32  
 “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 27 and would 
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 
how. 28 The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in 
the head. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the 
harvest has come.” 

30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will 
we use for it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the 
smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the 
greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can 
make nests in its shade.” 

Reflection 

Hymn  In the Bulb there Is a Flower VU 703 
In the bulb there is a flower; 
In the seed, an apple tree; 
In cocoons, a hidden promise: 
Butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter 
There's a spring that waits to be, 
Unrevealed until its season, 
Something God alone can see. 

There's a song in every silence, 
Seeking word and melody; 
There's a dawn in every darkness 
Bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; 
What it holds, a mystery, 
Unrevealed until its season, 
Something God alone can see. 



In our end is our beginning; 
In our time, infinity; 
In our doubt there is believing; 
In our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; 
At the last, a victory, 
Unrevealed until its season, 
Something God alone can see. 

Benediction 

This week as you go out into the world  
Go in hope and faith knowing that God has  
A plan for your life a plan to sustain and support you 
Listen to the voice of the spirit as you discover  
Places that need to be touched by hope 
And blanketed in faith.  
Go now as followers of the Jesus way 
And offer abundant life to all creation. 
Amen


