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If you survey the history of modern warfare 
You will discover numerous D-Days and H-Hours, 

  The days and times of an attack. 
 
But when most of us hear ‘D-Day’ 

When most of us hear ‘D-Day’ we think of June 6, 1944 
  When joint Allied forces invaded Nazi-occupied France. 
   It was a monumental invasion. 
 
Listen to this description provided by 
 Sergeant Major Herbert Friedman: 
 
“The Normandy landings… codenamed Operation Neptune… 

were part of the Allied invasion called Operation Overlord.  
 
This was the greatest seaborne invasion in history.  
 
5000 vessels transported over 150,000 men  

and nearly 30,000 vehicles across the English Channel  
to the target beaches in France.  

 
Six parachute regiments with over 13,000 men  

were flown from nine British airfields in over 800 planes… 
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At the same time, more than 300 planes dropped 13,000 bombs 
over Normandy in advance of the invasion.”i 

 
Imagine that Kamloops was occupied territory 
 And an invasion was staged to liberate it. 
  Imagine bombs being dropped on the Westsyde, 
   Artillery hitting Aberdeen  

and tanks rolling through Valleyview. 
 
You could imagine the ‘collateral damage’ that would occur. 
 
Despite the secrecy surrounding the invasion of Normandy, 
 It was decided to give the at-risk inhabitants of Normandy, notice. 
 
A “special leaflet squadron, the American 422nd … 
 [preceded] the Allied bomber force into France… 

As daylight dawned on D-Day morning… 
warning leaflets [were dropped on the]  

civilian population…”ii 
 
They had 30 minutes to leave. 
 
This morning we heard about another D-Day, 
 the most memorable military operation in the Old Testament: 
  The Passover. 
 
The Passover. 

That day when God would release the destroyer 
  To kill the firstborn of all the firstborn 
   Among humans and animals. 
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That day when God would judge 
 The gods of Egypt and liberate the people God had chosen. 
 
PAUSE 
 
A lot has changed since our last week’s reading. 

Last week the people of Israel were in good standing in Egypt. 
  Joseph the son of Jacob was second only to Pharaoh. 
   Because of his position, Joseph’s family were provided 
with food and land. 
 
But the Bible’s narrative tells us that as time passed, 
 Joseph’s legacy was forgotten. 
  We are told that “a new king, who did not know about Joseph,  

came to power”iii  
 
This king, this Pharaoh was worried  
 About the size and influence of the Hebrew people. 
 
Pharaoh responded by oppressing them and enslaving them 
 And having all their male babies killed. 
 
The people groaned under this oppression. 
 They groaned and raised their voice to heaven. 
 
The Bible tells us that “God heard their groaning… 

[God] remembered his covenant  
with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob.iv 
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God hears their groaning and God appoints a man named Moses 
 to go to Pharaoh and demanded that the Hebrew’s be freed. 
 
But Pharaoh doesn’t listen. 
 Pharaoh isn’t used to being told what to do. 
  “As supreme ruler of the people,  

the pharaoh was considered a god on earth,  
the intermediary between the gods and the people.”v 

 
Pharaoh doesn’t listen, 

So God delivers a series of plagues 
  To pressure Pharaoh to change his mind: 
   Blood, frogs, gnats, flies, 
    A plague on livestock, boils, hail, locusts, darkness. 
 
Some interpreters these plagues 
 as not just demonstrating God’s power, 
  but undermining Egyptian deities  

that were associated with them. 
 
(Isis was the goddess of the Nile;  

Heqet the goddess of birth had a frog’s head) 
 
Whatever the case it is clear  

that God isn’t just negotiating for the people’s freedom 
  But proclaiming God’s Lordship: 

over the Egyptians, over Pharaoh,  
and over the Hebrews.vi 
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At first Pharaoh ignores the Lord’s demands. 
Later Pharaoh concedes but changes his mind, 

  Alternately Pharaoh tries to negotiate a better settlement. 
   Finally, Pharaoh walks away from the negotiation table. 
 
Which brings us to today’s reading. 
 Despite all the signs and warnings, Pharaoh still refuses to listen. 
  And so, God will raise the stakes in this battle. 
   God will take the lives of all the firstborn. 
 
PAUSE 
 
Most of us don’t like this part of the story. 
 I remember one time leading  
  A Bible study on the book of Exodus. 
  
One of the participants, almost in tears, 
 Asked how God could take the lives of those Egyptian babies. 
  She, you should know, was Egyptian. 
   She also had an Egyptian son. 
 
Most of us don’t like this part of the story. 

God brings down the hammer, God unleashes the destroyer. 
  Most of us don’t think God is justified. 
 
But remember where we are in the story. 
 The people of God remain enslaved 
  Not just by Pharaoh but by their neighbors. 
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A policy of genocide against male Hebrew children 
 Is continuing to take many lives. 
 
The 9 plagues, the 9 warnings 
 Have failed to break Pharaoh’s will, 
  And they have failed to sway his nation. 
 
There are no coups among the leadership, 
 There are no popular uprisings among the people. 
 
And so D-Day is launched. 
 Plans are made for judgement. 
  God is unleashing a judgment so terrible 
   That it will claim the firstborn males  

of all humans or animals 
     Whether Egyptian or Hebrew. 
 
But what will that do for the people God has chosen? 
 Won’t it wipe them out as well? 
 
In the midst of God’s wrath, 
 God has provided a means of mercy. 
  A substitution is made. 
 
Moses tells the people 
 That their offspring will be spared 
  When a sacrifice is made 
   And its lifeblood is painted on their doorposts. 
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When judgement is unleashed on the land 
 The destroyer will ‘pass over’ the marked homes. 
  But for those homes that are unmarked… 
   There will be weeping and wailing. 
 
Death will hit home. 
     
 
PAUSE 
 
Today we are celebrating the Lord’s Supper. 
 We are marking another D-Day in Scripture  
  When the Lord’s wrath is unleashed against every Pharaoh, 
   Against everyone who plays God 
    And ignores God’s will. 
 
Paul tells us in his letter to the Romans 
 That “the wages of sin is death”.vii 
 
But what does that mean for those of us 
 Whom God has chosen as God’s people? 
  Won’t we be wiped out as well? 
 
In the midst of God’s wrath, 
 God has provided a means of mercy. 
  A substitution is made. 
 
In John, the Last Supper, together with Jesus’ arrest, trial, and crucifixion,  

occurs on the Day of Preparation;  
Jesus dies as lambs for Passover are slaughtered.viii 
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In Jesus death, as in the Passover, a substitution is being made. 
 While God’s wrath, God’s justice 
  Is unleashed against every Pharaoh 

that refuse to acknowledge God’s authority, 
    God’s grace and favor is shown to us. 
 
Jesus is [that] Passover lamb (cf. John 19:36),  

a sign for us of God’s promise to pass over  
and not bring the plague of death upon us. 

 
May we accept this grace, 
 This sacrifice that has been made for us.   
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