
Week Two: The Unified Story        
To be studied in response to October 11, 2020 
John 5:31-40 & Luke 24:19-25 

Begin with Prayer 
Invite the Holy Spirit to guide your time. Include time 
for silence. Use Psalm 86:11 as your opening request for 
your time together.  

Reconnecting and Debriefing 
Take a moment to check in with one another (2 minutes each). 
1. What is one of your favorite books or movies? What about the story do you love most? 
2. What is one of your favorite Bible stories? Why? 
3. Do you primarily view Scripture as a rulebook, a historical account, a collection of stories, or 

something else? 

Introduction 
In whatever way we are meeting, our goal is to be a people apprenticed to the life of Jesus. 
This series will lead us on a journey of learning to delight in Scripture as God’s intimate 
communication to us. Since we may all be in a different place on that journey, let’s aim to 
make our times together a safe place to learn, explore, ask questions, and even struggle as we 
discuss this important topic. Remember our commitments:  
• Whenever possible, please listen to the sermon prior to gathering (Sunday or online). 
• While we are meeting (even online), commit to focussing rather than multitasking. Be all here. 
• Give every person an opportunity to share, even if it takes time to form or finish their thoughts.  
• Be respectful and non-judgmental. 
• Honour sharing boundaries (only what you have permission to share, no gossip) and guard 

confidentiality (what we share here stays here). 
• Don’t fix, problem-solve or rescue; point one another to the truths of the gospel for our lives.  

Listening to God’s Word  1
Read the following together: Telling stories is integral to what it means to be human. 
Stories help us understand our experience of life in the world, and are often the main 
way we communicate with others. God made us this way, and he wired us to be a part 
of something bigger in order to experience real purpose. This week’s study will help 
us understand how the Bible tells one big story of God’s work in the world, and see 
how we are invited to take our place in that story today through Christ. 

Scripture in Context: John’s Gospel seeks to awaken our faith in Jesus as the Messiah 
prophesied in Israel’s Scriptures. The Old Testament Scriptures had a central role in 
Judaism, and would have played an essential role in Jesus’ own formation and 
teaching. Frequently in John’s Gospel we see the Pharisees (experts and self-appointed 
guardians of the Jewish Scriptures) clashing with Jesus over his claims that he was this 
Messiah; he did not match the expectations they had formed about what the 
Messiah’s coming would be like. Today we will study a passage where Jesus 
explains the purpose of the Scriptures for his followers today, and their role in 
helping us understand who Jesus was. 

 The following notes and questions are meant as a guide. As a leader, adapt, amend, pick and choose according to your group’s 1

need and knowledge level, always remembering to aim for DISCUSSION, DISCLOSURE, AND APPLICATION.

http://www.nlcc.ca/scripture


To enhance your learning together, watch one of the following videos: 
The Story of the Bible (Bible Project)     &    The Gospel Story             See also: The Bible in Six Acts 

Read John 5:31-40 a couple of times, with this question in mind: What captures your 
attention in this scene/encounter, and why?  
• What captures your attention in this scene/encounter, and why?  
• What signs does Jesus point to as “witness testimony” of his identity? How does this help us 

understand the role of the Gospel stories of Jesus? 
• What does Jesus identify as evidence of the Pharisees missing the point? 
• According to Jesus, what is the primary goal of the Scriptures in which the Pharisees claim to 

be experts? Why do you think they missed it? 
• How might we misunderstand or misuse Scripture in our lives? 
• Read Luke 24:19-25. How does this story help us further understand Jesus’ words in John 5?  
• Pastor Jeff explained how Scripture is, at its heart, “One Big Story” that climaxes with the life 

and saving work of Jesus. Why is this important to understand when we are trying to 
understand the Scriptures? 

• How does learning the One Big Story, as a whole and in its details, help us to become 
participants in God’s Kingdom instead of spectators? 

• What longing with regard to Scripture does our conversation awaken in you?  
• How do you sense the Holy Spirit calling you to respond to or act on what we have read 

and discussed?  

Practicing the Way of Jesus: Reading and Praying  2

If spending time in Scripture is new for you, begin by taking 15 minutes – morning, 
midday, or evening – to read the Scripture and pray the Psalm assigned below. 
• Monday, Oct 12: Read Genesis 1:1-2, 24-31, & 2:1-3  *   Pray Psalm 8 
• Tuesday, Oct 13: Read Genesis 2:15-25   *   Pray Psalm 104:19-35 
• Wednesday, Oct 14: Read Genesis 3   *   Pray Psalm 53 
• Thursday, Oct 15: Read Genesis 9:1-17   *   Pray Psalm 54 
• Friday, Oct 16: Read Genesis 11:1-9   *   Pray Psalm 55 
• Saturday, Oct 17: Read Genesis 12:1-9   *   Pray Psalm 105:1-11 
• Sunday, Oct 18 – Read Genesis 22:1-19   *   Pray Psalm 105:12-22 
Each day, after you have read, spend 2-3 minutes in silence, reflecting on what you 
have read. Ponder: What did you notice as you read/prayed? What does this tell you 
about God, you, creation? How does this set up the One Big Story?  
Close your time by praying words of thanks and response to what you have read. 

Caring for One Another  
•What will be challenging about doing this practice? What help do you need? 
•Do you or your family have a need that the Life Group can help meet? 

Using Psalm 86:11 or the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) as a guide, based on what 
you’ve shared, spend time listening to God and praying together.

 To download the Series booklet with full reading plan, visit www.nlcc.ca/scripture.2

http://www.nlcc.ca/scripture
https://youtu.be/7_CGP-12AE0
https://thestoryfilm.com/watch/en
http://downloads.biblica.com/tbotb/docs/tbotb-drama-of-the-bible.pdf

