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Here Comes the Church! 
Part 19: The Bystanders of the Church,  Acts 24:10-26:32 

 
As we continue to follow up our celebration of the birth of the Church on Pentecost Sunday, we look 
at how the early church lived out their faith based on being filled with the Spirit.  What does that 
mean for the church today? 
 
TODAY’S TRUTH The Holy Spirit came upon the original followers of Jesus Christ at Pentecost, 
solidifying them and empowering them as His people, His Church.   Many people, including 
dignitaries, were impacted by these early disciples, but some (as is true today) just wouldn’t 
make the decision to follow Christ. 
Their “reasoning” is what we’ll study today: 
 

1. “WHEN I HAVE A CONVENIENT TIME I WILL CALL FOR YOU” 

Acts 24:25  “Felix was afraid and answered, ‘Go away for now; when I have a convenient time 
I will call for you.’” 

- Listening to Preaching – 2 Corinthians 7: 9-10, 2 Timothy 3:7 
- Looking for Perks –  Heb. 10:26-27 

 

2.  “YOU ARE BESIDE YOURSELF” 

Acts 26:24  “Now as he thus made his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, ‘Paul, you are 
beside yourself! Much learning is driving you mad.’” 

- Looking to Please  – Galatians 1:10 
- Lashing out with Platitudes  – 1 Corinthians 1:18, Romans 2:29 

 

3.  “YOU ALMOST PERSUADE ME TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN” 

Acts 26:28  “Then Agrippa said to Paul, ‘You almost persuade me to become a Christian.’” 
- Sharing our Testimony – 1 Peter 3:15 
- Stating the Truth–   John 16:13 
- Showing Tact and Tenderheartedness –  Titus 3: 1-2 

 

CONCLUSION  

The Church is surrounded and infiltrated with people who have heard the truth, yet choose to 
remain on the sidelines.  They will say it’s not a convenient time to follow Christ, or that it’s 
crazy to take up their cross and follow Jesus, or constantly be “almost there” to make a 
commitment.  May we always be a church that encourages and loves others with the truth, 
praying that they receive the good news of Jesus! 
 


