
Open in prayer. Read Scripture out loud together. Go through STAR. 
 
James 1:1-11 
This letter is from James, a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I am writing to the “twelve tribes”—Jewish believers scattered abroad. 
Greetings! 
 

2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, 
consider it an opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that when your faith 
is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, for when 
your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, 
needing nothing. 
 
5 If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He 
will not rebuke you for asking.6 But when you ask him, be sure that your 
faith is in God alone. Do not waver, for a person with divided loyalty is as 
unsettled as a wave of the sea that is blown and tossed by the wind. 7 Such 
people should not expect to receive anything from the Lord.8 Their loyalty is 
divided between God and the world, and they are unstable in everything 
they do. 
 
9 Believers who are poor have something to boast about, for God has 
honored them. 10 And those who are rich should boast that God has 
humbled them. They will fade away like a little flower in the field. 11 The hot 
sun rises and the grass withers; the little flower droops and falls, and its 
beauty fades away. In the same way, the rich will fade away with all of their 
achievements. 

 
As You Read: (STAR) 
Stop – What is at the front of your thoughts today, what is taking your 
attention? In a prayer of surrender give those things to God. 
Take a Breath – Invite the Holy Spirit to come and awaken you to God’s 
voice. In a prayer of invitation ask Him to come and bring revelation to you. 
Accept and Connect to Jesus – reread the Scripture text silently and begin 
looking at your day or your circumstances through the text and ask yourself 
how Jesus applied these verses to the life he lived on earth. (any examples?)   
Respond – is God asking you to respond in specific way? Feel free to share 
and ask for prayer in this area. 
(Extra devotional questions on the back page) 



1) Who is James writing too? Vs 1 

  

2) a) What is the main point of James writing this letter? Vs 2 

 

b) “Endurance- the ability to withstand hardship or adversity especially”  

- Do you feel like you have or you are experiencing something in life that 

is/has tested your faith in God? Have you considered that the testing of 

your faith is an opportunity for “great joy”? How does that idea land on 

you? Great joy for what?  

 

c) What do you think the message of society and even the message inside 

some “Christian Churches” is about what the perfect life should look like? 

 

- Had you considered before that when your faith is being tested you are 

actually growing in your spiritual endurance! God is strengthening you in 

this trial so when you face another one (because you will) you will 

remain faithful and obedient and soft towards Him no matter what is 

unfolding in your life. God is changing your perspective so you are more 

concerned with being a Christ follower than having the perfect life…for 

ironically the perfect life is only ever found in God, not in what our 

culture would define as the perfect life. 

 

3)   a) Vs 5-8 So the context is facing troubles of any kind, what is your usual 

response when troubles come up? Is it to get sad or stressed and try to 

figure it out yourself? Ask a friend for advice? Ask God? How does James 

describe God in vs 5, does that change your outlook and asking Him for 

wisdom? 

 

b) In vs 6-8, James says when you ask God for wisdom to be sure that your 

faith is in Him alone. If it’s not you have a divided loyalty between God and 

the world. What do you think he means by this? What are the 

consequences of this? 

 

4) In vs 9-11 James addresses a problem, the rich people are boasting about 

their wealth. But again James turns it around from a negative to a positive 

and says what about the poor? And what about the rich? Who actually is 

closer to God? 

5) In closing, if you had to boil James opening message down into one phrase, 

what would you say it is? Do you need to apply anything from this text? 


