
Good News!      October 4, 20 

1 Thess. 1: 5-10 

Today I want us to see where this new life (The Gospel) comes from and the end 
results that every Christ follower will experience if he truly follows Jesus.  A life that 
cannot be refuted or denied! 

Where does this life come from?  The Gospel of Jesus!  It is the Kingdom of God! 

Now when we speak of the gospel I have found that most Churchgoers have only a 
vague understanding of what it means!   

 So let’s start with what the gospel is not! 

a. It is not the plan of salvation!  The plan of salvation is the first step in the 
gospel message but only the first step! 

b. It is not a specific formula to how to get saved!  Salvation only comes 
through Jesus and only as the Father draws!  It is not the Four Spiritual 
Laws or Steps to Peace with God! 

c. It is not what a lot of churches are preaching to day:  the Forgiveness only 
gospel – the Health Wealth Gospel- the Liberal Gospel – the Gospel of the 
Right. 

So what is it?  It is good news that God so loved the world that He sent His 
Son to give life!  It is the victorious news that Jesus came to earth – lived a 
sinless life – paid the penalty for all sin – died on the cross to be a substitute 
for my death – defeated sin, Satan and the grave – rose from the grave to give 
new life – this same kind of life to all who will follow Him! 

1. Evidence of New Life! 

As we look at the believers of the church in Thessalonica we see a pattern that 
emerges of what new life looks like! 

a. Power – dunimus = never ending power to life like Jesus!  The ability to 
change!  The power to live on purpose for the glory of God!  A transformed 
life that breaks the mold of human effort and limitations! 

b. Life in the Spirit!  Life lived under the direction of God Himself in the person 
of the Holy Spirit to walk in wisdom and truth being obedient to the calling 
and commands of God!  Life lived out loud for the glory of Jesus daily! 

c. Life shared with others - to see them experience life! 
 

2. What it means to live out the Gospel! 

Discipleship to Paul was to teach and lead people to follow Jesus by following his 
lifestyle (the way he followed Jesus)!   



a.  Mimatas = follower or imitator of!  Paul was a disciple maker!  There are 4/5 
generations of believers in verses six and seven!  Jesus – Paul – Timothy – these 
believers at Thessalonica – believers in Macedonia and Achaia! 

1 Corinthians 4:16-17  

1 Corinthians 11:1  

His method took because we see in verse 7 that they became a pattern or example of 
others to follow!  As we consume the gospel we follow Jesus more and more to the 
point we become examples and patterns of the Christ life lived out daily! 

b.  Power in affliction!  These Christ followers could be picked out of a crowd 
because they had joy even in the circumstances of life!  They had much affliction but 
were still examples of the power of God to overcome!  And they live in the joy of the 
Holy Spirit! What does that mean?  It means they were not troubled by the obstacles 
of life or the difficulty of the journey.  They allowed the Spirit of God to direct them 
and lead them to wherever in power because the true God was with them and 
indwelling them! 

3.  The Results of Living the Gospel! 

Word spread of their faith!  It sounded forth = like a trumpet from the walls of the 
city!  Their testimony went out with power to attract others to the God they 
followed and served!  The only explanation of their lives was the One True Living 
God! 

What did those watching them see? 

a. They turned from idols! 
b. They turned to the True God 
c. They lived consistent lives for God’s glory! 

The gospel is not sounded forth until the word is seen in reality in the lives of His 
followers! 

Discussion: 

1. What made this church’s testimony so powerful? 
2. Does that kind of power still exist today? 
3. Are you living in that power? 
4. How can the church today have this kind of witness in our world? 
5. How much do you depend on God’s grace each day? 


